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Introducing the new 
RAF Sprint for '88. 

Everyone is into going 
faster these days, usually with 
everything but equipment 
designed for speed. 

When you choose your speed 
sail, you need to be totally 
confident of its sophistication of 
design. Let’s face facts. In essence, 
that’s all a sail is—a design. 

A fast sail’s ability to perform controllably, 
all the way down the track, is totally determined 
by its design. Only Neil Pryde has 
ever offered exactly the same proven designs 
used by its speed team. 

In 1988 we're proud to introduce you to the very 
design-sophisticated RAF Sprint—a brand new 
r speed range that defines the quantum difference between 
just having fun and rea//ygoing fast. 

The other fact that really matters is that it's remarkably 
affordable. 

NEILPRYDE 

Funsport USA 62 Cummings Park. Woburn MA 01801, USA. Telephone 617.935*6805 
Spanler & Bourne Sailmakers ill Hana Highway. P 0 Box 1840 Kahuiui Hawaii 9673? 
Telephone 0808 877-7443 FMH Canada Ltd 200 Norlmch Drive, Downsvfew Onnrin 
Canada M3N 1Y4 Telephone 416 661-8500 ’ 
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SETTLE FOR LESS? 


'Ourty-^ ' complete line of performance sailboards 
is equipped with the finest components available today... 
and they re all interchangeable! 

PARIS A ND SERVICE BACKED BY 
WHEN AND COLEMAN. 

You can count on O'BRIEN to be around for the long haul. 


Most people know us as the world's leading waterski" 
company - but did you know we are also the largest 
manufacturer of sailboards in the United States? 

How did we accomplish this? 4 reasons: better 
performance, better components, better value and 
better service. 


OBRIEN 


The American Sailboard Company 

14615 NE 91st a Redmond, m MSI ca 206481-5900 tor jour nearest OWEN**. 
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IS ISSUE... 


Tired of taking the long way home? Let Tom 
Cat, Kit Low, and Paul Coutts teach you to sail 
upwind! Then get the scoop on the Marui-O'Neill 
Invitational and read up on Newport, Rl, yacht 
haven of the East. But that's not all! Peruse the 
latest in roof racks and read all about all-around 
funboards. 


> Features 


Marui-O'Neill Invitational 36 

Mark and Robby shred in an all-out, rip-it-up battle for top honors in this classic 
Hawaiian wave event. 

Bottom Shapes 42 

Just how important are those concaves? Tom James gets the bottom line from 
his top-notch panel of experts. 

Sailing Upwind 48 

Developing blisters from walking your board and rig back upwind? Avoid 
getting caught downwind by picking up some time and energy-saving pointers 
from our three upwind experts. 

Buying Used Equipment 56 

Don't get stuck with a real dog! Eric Sanford's advice for buying quality 
pre-owned equipment will keep you from bringing home a bow-wow. 

HotShots 64 

We've got our photographers just where we want 'em: up close and personal 
with the focus on action! 

Funboards Reviewed 68 

Tom James and crew give the big eight a thorough work-out, Florida Keys- 
style. Find out what's hot and what's not! 

Newport/Narragansett 80 

Kay Robberson takes you to her home turf on Rhode Island. It's the land of 
Olympic trials and yachtsmen’s wiles. 

Roof Rack Review 90 

See how the newest roof racks stack up, and learn how to pick the perfect rack 
from out of the pack. 

WindRider WindFinder 102 

Take an outrigger adventure on the Hawaii Blue Water Crossing, then venture 
to Barbados for the Suzuki Challenge. Battle the best in the Jalama Shootout, 
read up on the Bic Speed Trials at the "Ditch," and wind up with Florida's 
Sunshine and Conch Regattas. 
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Basics 20 

Learning the Ropes 22 
Performance Tip 24 
Intermediate Tip 26 
Shortboard 28 
Innovations 30 


Editorial 6 
Letters 10 
Board Briefs 13 
Profile 18 
Gearing Up 100 
Cutbacks 120 


over: Photo/journalist Eric Sanford snagged this shot right 
efore the "big break' during the O'Neill Invitational. 
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A ll you readers have a special 
assignment this month. Your 
task is to ensure continued 
beach and water access at 
locations across the country, 
help promote amateur and professional 
racing nationwide, and work to bring 
the price of windsurfing equipment 
down. 

Relax, it isn't as difficult as it might 
sound. All you really have to do to work 
for these lofty goals is to take a friend 
windsurfing. 

This project got started when we 
learned that July was named national 
"Learn To Boardsail" month by the 
American Boardsailing Industries 
Association (ABIA). The Association will 
be working all month to bring new 
sailors into the sport, and they are 
aligning themselves with manufactur¬ 
ers, shops, dealers, schools, and local 
clubs to offer windsurfing novices and 
neophytes incentives for learning to 
sail. 

Okay, great. More sailors in the sport. 
The manufacturers obviously would like 
to see the sailing population increase, 
because that means more customers 
for them. But what about those of us 
who already sail? What’s in it for us? 

For many of us, the reward is the 
simple satisfaction of sharing some¬ 
thing wonderful. Windsurfers being the 
outgoing, friendly folk they generally 
are, they always welcome new friends 
to their sailing spot. After all, the more 
folks, the bigger the party! In fact, most 
of us need no urging to spread the 
word on windsurfing, and the complaint 
most often voiced by our non-sailing 
friends is not that we won’t share our 
sport, but that we never seem to stop 
talking about it! 

But if by chance you are one of those 
rare malcontents who covet the water 
for your private use, and who think 
there are already too many people out 
there in “your” space, you will need 
some additional reasons to convince 
you to change your ways and to 
welcome new members to the windsurf¬ 
ing fraternity. Here are a few thoughts 
to ponder. 

There is safety in numbers. 

Windsurfing is still a relatively small, 
.young sport, and in many places it is at 
the mercy of local, state, and federal 
authorities. Every so often, the problem 
of beach access and water rights crops 
up, and someday it might happen to 
your sailing spot. 


Because most beaches are on public 
lands, they are regulated for the enjoy¬ 
ment of The Public. Now it isn’t hard to 
figure that the more members of The 
Public who sail, the more fully we will 
have access to those lands. 

For a perfect example of such policy, 
look at the sport of snow skiing. Half the 
ski slopes in the country are built on 
state and national forest lands. But with 
some 20 million skiers in the country, 
you can bet there will always be 
downhillers in the woods. 

The same could hold true for 
windsurfing If we get enough people 
involved in the sport, and if we gain 
enough recognition and respect from 
the general public, we will always be 
able to demand our fair share of use 
from public lands-and that means 
beaches. 

The more, the merrier. Nothing 
is worse than a race with only a handful 
of contestants. Let’s face it, if we want 
to ensure big turnouts for regattas, we 
need to make sure there is a large 
population of enthusiastic sailors out 
there to draw from. 

Even the pros would benefit from in¬ 
creased participation in the sport. Put 
simply, the more interest there is in 
racing in general, the bigger the races 
will be, and the more the pros would 
stand to win in prize money. 

Better value. As the market grows 
and more people take up the sport, the 
industry will respond to the demand by 
increasing production, making equip¬ 
ment more readily available to the 
windsurfing public. What’s more, 
manufacturers will have additional 
revenue to put into their R & D budgets. 
Even entry-level boards will offer higher 
quality for.the price, because the 
manufacturers can count on receiving a 
return on their R & D investments 
through sales volume. 

And if all these excellent reasons to 
promote the sport aren't enough, we’d 
like to add one more based on our per¬ 
sonal experiences. Windsurfing is a 
great way to meet people and make 
new friends! 



Publisher/Editor in Chief 
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THE NORTH DIRECTION 
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W e build our sails from the 
cloth up. At North Sails, 
we start by making Nor- 
lam Mylar Tristop, a 
three-ply sailcloth, with a unique 
knitted construction that is very 
strong, light, tear resistant, has a 
low stretch characteristic and is 
good looking to boot. Fresh 
colors for '88 include mint and 
violet, sunny yellow, sky blue, 
aqua and peppermint pink. 


From the cloth up, we 
have you in mind— 
North Sails. 




W e then strengthen our 
sails with solid 
construction. Real 
features with real 
benefits. For example, see our 
Leech Radial reinforcement 
strips. Strips of cloth are placed 
diagonally to strengthen the sail 
in this area. No fads, no 
gimmicks. Just smooth airflow 
and the sail keeps its good 
shape. North Sails for real 
people. People like you who 
dream of the highest goals and 
expect to reach them. 

Soar as you love to, power it up, 
loop it up, race it by, lay it and 
display it on the beach. Use it, 
wear it, live it. Have fun with it. 
Count on it. 


2 . 


3. binder three 
stability 

4. heavy-till ya 
rip strength 




strong warp 
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Consider These 
Features 

1— TWIST CONTROL STRAP |- 

This North innovation (patent pending j), 
when used with downhaul and outhaul, 
provides a wider range of sail use by 
matching wind and sea conditions to body 
weight. In high wind conditions, the Twist 
Control Strap is pulled closed and this 
tightens the leech and flattens the top sec¬ 
tion of the sail, reducing twist in the sail 
and making the sail very controllable. In 
light winds, open the Twist Control Strap 
to achieve a fuller top, less leech tension, 
more twist and maximum speed. 

2— C-CUT 

This North computer-designed panel lay¬ 
up matches the lines of force in the sail. 

The sailcloth panels are oriented for 
strength and the seams create ideal sail 
shape. 

3— LEECH RADIALS 

Leech Radials help to resist the diagonal 
stretch of the cloth in the leech and stabi¬ 
lize the profile in this area of the sail. The 
resulting smooth airflow keeps the draft 
forward and allows the sail to twist cor¬ 
rectly, insuring optimum performance in a 
wider range of wind conditions. 

4— PROFILE SLEEVE 

This two-piece mast sleeve is shaped to 
match exactly the bending curve of the 
mast. The result is a very easy rotation of 
the sail. 

5— SOFT-LUFF PANEL 

This vertically oriented Dacron-luff panel 
increases draft stability and acts as a 
shock absorber minimizing distortions 
traveling from the board to the mylar 
panels of the sail. 

6— LOW-STRETCH WINDOW 

We layout the window panel in the direc¬ 
tion of the lines of force in the sail. Low 
stretch and increased draft stability in the 
window area translates into more power 
and more control. 

7— TWO-PLY FOOT 

The Two-Ply Foot increases durability and 
preserves sail shape in the area below the 
window. 

8— THREE-PLY LEECH 

The leech area is even stronger with a tri¬ 
ple layer of cloth. 

9— OPTIONAL-CAMBER SYSTEM 

The Slalom Speed TCC sails comes with a 
camber inducer that can be used for in¬ 
creased draft stability and better control in 
overpowered conditions. The camber in¬ 
ducer can be left out when this balanced 
sail is used in the waves. 
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I NEW! | 


SLALOM 

POWER 


3% INCHES TO DECK 
6:1 DOWNHAUL 



AVAILABLE AT BETTER 
SAILBOARD SHOPS. 



WINDSURE MANUFACTURING 
234 East 4th Ave., Vancouver. BC 
Canada. V5T1G5 
Tel: (604) 874-9463 Telex: 045344436 
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Board Reviews Reviewed 

Due to what I fee! is a lack of 
unbiased information, I look to 
WindRider lor accurate, straightforward 
board tests. In the past, I have felt that 
you were afraid of offending some 
manufacturers by criticizing their 
boards too harshly. I would like to 
commend you on subjecting the boards 
tested in 1988 to tougher standards. 
Hopefully, this will lead to better 
products and more satisfied partici¬ 
pants in this great sport. 

Steve Loar 
Westerville, OH 

Your ’88 board reviews are really 
great, but something is completely out 
of whack. The stiffness ratings between 
the Cobra 270 Slalom and 289 Slalom 
are completely different despite 
identical 3/8-inch deflections and 
construction of the same materials. The 
same is true of the Klepper 272 and 
285. Can you explain these fluctua¬ 
tions? Otherwise, the reviews are a real 
improvement over the past two years. 
Andy Nahr 
Bethesda, MD 

Tom James responds: Even though 
the boards are of identical construction 
and were subjected to similar deflec¬ 
tion, the variances between boards of 
the same make are due to differences 
in hull thickness. 

Media Coverage 

I became hooked on boardsailing 
three years ago, and I have searched 
through the sports section of our local 
papers ever since for coverage of our 
beloved sport. I have also searched 
the TV sports listings in a vain attempt 
to find some coverage. In that time, I 
have seen virtually nothing on 
boardsailing. There has been coverage 
of curling, underwater hockey, polo, 
you name it (even a darts champion¬ 
ship), but no boardsailing. Is this a 
conspiracy? 

Maybe the sports establishment is a 
bit slow to realize what windsurfing is 
about, and how active a market we are. 
The boardsailing press could help by 
publishing a fact sheet and including it 
in one of their issues. We, the readers, 
could then forward the fact sheet to our 


local papers and TV stations to encour¬ 
age greater coverage of boardsailing. 
Jim McGill 
West Swanton, VT 

Editor's note: Great idea! The 
American Boardsailing Industries 
Association (ABIA) has on retainer a 
public relations firm that can supply you 
with pertinent information and statistics. 
To contact them, write to Blumenfeld 
and Associates, Inc., at Bush Towers, 
130 West 42nd Street, New York, NY 
10036. 

Recently, NBC aired a TV show 
entitled Aaron's Way, in which a young 
man was shown windsurfing along the 
California coast near San Francisco. 
There was a decent breeze, but nothing 
overwhelming for an experienced sailor. 
However, as the story unfolded, the 
sailor, who was being photographed by 
his sister on shore, simply disappeared 
while she wasn't looking. He was pre¬ 
sumed drowned, the cause blamed 
upon "the currents." 

As an avid boardsailor and former 
journalist of the sport, I was appalled to 
see our sport grossly misrepresented 
as reckless and dangerous. The 
negative way in which our sport was 
portrayed can only hurt our attempts to 
convince everyone it is safe and fun. In 
these days when so many of us are 
working to keep sailing venues open, 
and to fight government restrictions, 
anything we can do to improve the 
sport's image will help. 

To this end, I suggest starting a 
letter-writing campaign to NBC. A 
number of letters complaining about the 
misrepresentation of the inherently safe 
nature of our sport during that program 
will hopefully get their attention, thus 
decreasing the chances that we'll 
receive this kind of negative publicity in 
the future. Let them know our sport is 
safe, and that they do it a great 
disservice by portraying it in such an 
unrealistic, melodramatic manner. 

Write to NBC at 30 Rockefeller Plaza 
NYC, NY 10020. 

Nancy K. Crowell 
Orlando, FL 
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SPECIAL 
INTRODUCTORY 
OFFER!. 


:ver 


And SAVE $8 off the cover price! It’s easy. No postage necessary. 
Mail today and enjoy convenient home delivery of the best Wind- 
Rider coverage available! 


YES! Sign me up for: 

□ 3 years... 24 issues.. .$27.97 (Cover price $60.00). 

□ 2 years... 16 issues.. .$18.97 (Cover price $40.00). 

□ 1 year.. .8 issues.. .$11.97 (Cover price $20.00). 

□ Payment enclosed.* □ Bill me later. 

Name___ 


Address. 


City/St/Zip. 


BR8G 


‘Enclose payment and get an extra issue a year added to your subscription. . 27 issues for $27.97. 18 issues for $18.97 
and 9 issues for $11 97 Allow 4-6 weeks for delivery. Canada and Mexico add $5 a year for postage. All other foreign 
countries add $10. 


[a production board 
Accelerated so 
so predictably, 
sensation of speed 
This new triconcave 
- acceleration and 
I plane, harnessing 
9 the competition 


SAILING THE NEW STYLE 
HEELING THE BOARD TQ leeWarD 

The ultimate feeling of p Ure ee( j ofl ( f, e 
Ultra Bee requires experience and precise board 
handling. This slalom rocket needs {0 ^ run on 


speed, while retaining control in the most radical 
wind conditions. 

From WindBider Magazine USA 
“FIVE THUMBS UP"... 

“This board points so well, that it feels like a 
raceboard without daggerboard" 

"Incredible upwind performance" 

“It is very quick to plane and seems to go faster 
and faster as the wind increases. Its upwind 
ability is also superb. Jibing this board is like 
jibing a high-performance waveboard." 


board when beating to windy,^ (0 /e( , f S 
abilities really stand out Thi s 9j /' 0 (/)g ^/ nd . 


rruiu —- . r ' l Qn/nn surface lu 1,11 

out of the water, reducing wJTl" 
ing only two of its three con^ [Q b(jgst 


NOT JUST A BOARD FOR ANYONE 

The triconcave hull shape with its generous 
amount of dynamic lift requires experienced 
sailors who are able to handle the new style of 
slalom and speed sailing. For those who prefer 
more allround board qualities, we recommend a 
close look at the new Lite Cat, Viper or Bat 

When slalom racing or high speed fun is on 
the agenda, nothing will outperform die 
Ultra Bee. 
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Jiff//////' Never before has a production board 
Jiff//////' planed so early, accelerated so 
'/fc J/M quickly and turned so predictably 

With the new Ultra Bee, the sensation of speed 
has been taken to the limit This new triconcave 
hull shape delivers incredible acceleration and 
quickly reaches a high speed plane, harnessing 
all the available wind, leaving the competition 
behind in a trail of foam. 


SAILING THE NEW STYLE 
HEELING THE BOARD TO LEEWARD 


handling. This slalom rocket needs to be run on 
its leeward rail (in similar fashion of a race 
board when beating to windward), to let it's 
abilities really stand out This allows the wind¬ 
ward side of its triconcave piling surface to lift 
out of the water, reducing wetted surface, utiliz¬ 
ing only two of its three concedes to boost 


speed, while retaining control in the most radical 
wind conditions. 

From WindBider Magazine USA 
WE THUMBS UP"... 

"This board points so well, that it feels like a 
raceboard without daggerboard’ 

“Incredible upwind performance" 

“It is very quick to plane and seems to go faster 
and faster as the wind increases. Its upwind 
ability is also superb. Jibing this board is like 
jibing a high-performance waveboard." 

NOT JUST A BOARD FOR ANYONE 

The triconcave hull shape with its generous 


sailors who are able to handle the new style of 
slalom and speed sailing. For those who prefer 
more allround board qualities, we recommend a 
dose look at the new Lite Cat, Viper or Bat 
When slalom racing or high speed fun is on 
the agenda, nothing will out perform the 
Ultra Bee. 
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Mistrals New Pandera- 

A Class Act in the 350 Class! 


It's tough. It's fast. It's fun. And it's 
priced very affordably. It's Mistral's new 
Pandera Allround Funboard for 1988, in 
the tradition of the best-selling 355 cm. 
Malibu. 

Features include Mistral's latest shape: 
a tri-concave bottom configuration com¬ 
bined with the legendary Malibu speed 
dent for easy sailing and high speeds. 

High volume, also, for quick planing, great 
stability, and turn-on-a-dime 
maneuverability. 

Plus a pintail-winger stern for more con¬ 
trolled jibes, Equipe-style racing dagger- 
board with gasket for precision pointing, 
and steep side rails for faster, cleaner 
water release. All this in our new rugged 
UDS composite construction that weighs 
in at under 30 lbs. The latest in sail design, 
too, with a full range of sizes in Mistral's 
1988 Slalom Line. Mistral's Pandera- 
a new era in allround funboards. 






Mistral- 
Built for 
the long run! 


mistral 


Dorsey, MD 21076 ^ / 
(301) 796-4755 1 


In Canada: 
(416)264-3288 
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Trouble In Paradise 


J ust as a real explosion 
of interest in windsurf¬ 
ing on Maui is poised 
on the horizon, we 
may have hit a snag. A 
major snag if all goes ac¬ 
cording to the recommen¬ 
dations of a report just 
released by the Hawaii 
Department of Transporta¬ 
tion. 

A study of all beach and 
water activities was 
commissioned by the De¬ 
partment over a year ago 
when they recognized a 
potential for increased 
water-use conflicts between 
various factions: swimmers, 
surfers, windsurfers, 
fishermen, boaters, and jet 
skiers. And the report, 
issued in late April, has 
raised more than a few 
eyebrows among nearly all 
the groups that may be 
affected. 

Aside from the various 
inaccuracies in the report, 
such as "Nearly 5,000 
windsurfers come to Maui 
each year..." (the number is 
probably double), the major 
problem for windsurfers is 
that the report recommends 
closing access to most of 
the finest and most popular 
sailing spots on the island. 

This includes most of 
Kanaha, Spreckelsville, 

Sugar Cove, Kuau Cove, 
and Hookipa. Holy wind¬ 
jammer, Batman-is there 
anywhere left? 

No one will deny that 
there are some problems. 

a busy weekend 
afternoon, there will be 
upwards of 200 windsurfers 
Zipping around out on the 

water off Kanaha Beach 
rark while another 100 rigs 
e the beach. This leaves 
precious little room for 
wimm ers and picnickers, 



Crowded or Just popular? A lot depends 
banned on Maui. 


op your point of view. Fishermen and others wouldlike to’s^bUSlI 


who fear that flying rigs and 
out-of-control sailors will 
cause serious injury. 

But the real complaints 
are coming from the local 
fishermen, who claim that 
their lines and nets are 
being cut and ruined by 
careless windsurfers and- 
worse yet-that all the fish 
are being scared away. 

Very few instances of cut 
lines have actually been 
verified, but even if there 
were, lumping that com¬ 
plaint in with “fish scaring" 
makes the entire subject 
suspect at best. And what 
about all the jet skis, 
parasail boats, and water 
skiers all over the south 
shore? Don’t they scare the 
fish? 

Because Maui has 
recently begun to boom as 
a windsurfing vacation spot, 
many of the potential 
problems have simply been 
ignored. Little in the way of 
self-policing has been 
done, although some areas 
of traditional use have 
simply evolved through 
mutual agreement: Baldwin 
Beach Park is for swim¬ 


mers, the east end of 
Hookipa is for surfing, and 
the west end of Kanaha is 
used for swimming and 
fishing. But with increased 
windsurfing activity, even 
these areas are in jeopardy. 

The State Department of 
Parks, which regulates the 
land use in these areas, 
met with the owners of three 
windsurfing schools 
operating at Kanaha to 
assure them that, although 
some regulation of the sport 
may take place, the state is 
not trying to shut them 
down. Indeed, the state 
wants to support the 
windsurfing industry, 
according to their spokes¬ 
man. 

The state apparently 
thinks that the users can't 
and won't regulate them¬ 
selves and therefore 
proposes-by July 1 ,1988, 
in fact-to do it for them. 
What's unfortunate is that 
when all the public meet¬ 
ings were going on over the 

past year, input from the 

windsurfing community was 
virtually nonexistent, while 
the fishermen were eager to 
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voice their opinions. And 
they want a complete end 
to all windsurfing on the 
island! 

Owners of the boardsail¬ 
ing businesses quickly 
organized and called for a 
meeting in Paia to discuss 
the situation. Representa¬ 
tives from shops, schools, 
manufacturers, rental 
operations, vacation and 
rental agencies, clubs, 
associations, members of 
the local and national 
press, and home owners 

met to discuss the situation. 

Many of them believe that 
these proposals will never 

t c h on ? e '°P ass - others 
think the threat is all too 
real. 

The state is holding a 

senes of weekly meetings 

L2 ?, Ubllc in P ut - and 
the Maui Boardsailing 

ipnaT' 3 !! 00 plans to send 
egal and public represen- 

SUDDOrtttf" ^ me ®^9S to 

support the windsurfer’s 

SnMa°u f i v ;r- Wind X 

multi-miilion dollar a^ar 9 

SssssiL 


Photo by Eric Sanlord 
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Jffl//////// 1 Never before has a production board 
■ ffl/ffl///' planed so early, accelerated so 
/M/m quickly and turned so predictably. 

With the new Ultra Bee, the sensation of speed 
has been taken to the limit This new triconcave 
hull shape delivers incredible acceleration and 
quickly reaches a high speed plane, harnessing 
all the available wind, leaving the competition 
behind in a trail of foam. 


speed, while retaining control in the most radical 
wind conditions. 


“FIVE THUMBS UP"... 

"This board points so well, that it feels like a 


SAILING THE NEW STYLE 
HEELING THE BOARD TO LEEWARD 

The ultimate feeling of pure speed on the 


and faster as the wind increases. Its upwind 
ability is also superb. Jibing this board is like 
jibing a high-performance waveboard." 


handling. This slalom rocket needs to be run on 
its leeward rail (in similar fashion of a race 
board when beating to windward), to let it's 

a ilitiap ' - ■ J]j/ S 3 // QWS W j n( j. 


NOT JUST A BOARD FOR ANYONE 

The triconcave hull shape with its gem. „ 
amount of dynamic lift requires experienced 


out of the water, reducing wetted surface, uti/it- 


more allround board qualities, we recommend a 
dose look at the new L ite Cat Viper or Bat 

f M it l i • * 

'on 


Ultra Bee. 
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This plethora of sails Is pretty, but Is It smart? Perhaps only self-regulation 
will keep these beaches open to windsurfers. 


changes must occur, they 
should be implemented in a 
way that will minimize 
impact. 

Letters of support are 
needed. You can write to 
the Maui Boardsailing 
Association at PO Box 356, 
Paia, HI 96779. While it 
hardly seems possible that 
the areas proposed will be 
closed to windsurfing, 
sailors have stood idly by 
too many times in the past 
and watched as regulations 
have encroached upon 
their best sailing spots. 
Better to act now than to try 
to get things changed later. 
Contributed by Eric Sanford 

Bring ’Em Aboard! 

etting a little tired of 
going up a lonely 
river? Ever long for a 
bit of camaraderie on 
the ocean? Well, now's the 
time to introduce someone 
special to the sport. The 
ABIA (American Boardsail¬ 
ing Industries Association) 
has declared July national 
“Learn to Boardsail” month 
and has lined up a number 
of programs designed to in¬ 
crease public awareness of 
the sport and bring new 
boardheads into being. 
“Learn to Boardsail’ is a 


grass-roots effort targeted 
to entry-level and novice 
sailors that emphasizes 
instruction by offering 
incentives through local 
boardsailing schools, 
manufacturers, shops, and 
distributors. 

If you’re interested in 
joining forces with other 
local groups to draw more 
people to the water, or you 
want to learn more yourself, 
write to Blumenfeld and 
Associates, Inc., at Bush 
Towers, 130 West 42nd 
Street, New York, NY 
10036. You’ll learn just 
what it takes to get your 
friends, family, and signifi¬ 
cant other out on the water, 
and you’ll help make sum¬ 
mer of ’88 a successful 
season for bringing new 
sailors "on board"! 

Review of Force 10, 
Sail the Gorge 

W hen the guys at 

WindRider told me 
I'd be getting a 
video about the 
Gorge to review, I was 
stoked. Roving editor Tom 
James had been filling my 
head with visions of nuclear 
winds and six-foot swells for 
months, going on and on 
about Doug’s Beach, Swell 
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City, and all those other 
semi-legendary places. 
Since I couldn’t make it out 
to the West Coast this 
summer to see for myself, I 
figured this video might be 
the next best thing. 

Force 10, from Eagle 
Productions in Seattle, is a 
near-perfect appetizer for 
folks interested in sailing at 
. (or just plain interested in) 

] the Columbia River Gorge. 

[ This is also the ideal video 
\ for you sailors out there who 
| want to try your hands at 
the Gorge, but don’t think 
you're good enough. The 
tape begins by outlining the 
basic skills needed to have 
fun on the river, and even I 
make the grade. 

Not only does Force 10 
make you realize you could 
sail the Gorge, it makes you 
feel as though you should . 
The overall ambience, the 
friendly feel of the place 
comes across well in the 
interviews with local sailors 
and visitors alike. Everyone 
looks so...so happy. You 
get the feeling that Hood 
River, Oregon, is some sort 



of Shangri-La where 
nobody works, everybody 
sails, and cold beers grow 
on trees. 

Especially useful to 
prospective Gorge sailors is 
the “travelogue" section of 
Force 10, consisting mainly 
of a trip downriver with 
features on all the hot 
sailing spots. There’s a lot 
of emphasis on the "every¬ 
body sails" idea, but most 
of the footage is smoking, 
experts-only action. With 
winds regularly above 40 
mph (and up to 60 mph), 
the sailing is necessarily 
top-notch. 


It’s strange that a 
travel video's best 
segment would turn out to 
be instructional, but hey, 
life’s funny Force 10 
includes some of the best 
step-by-step jibe se¬ 
quences I’ve ever seen. 
Pointers by pro sailor Phil 
McGain and others com¬ 
plement slow-motion 
footage of mark 
roundings, giving the 
viewer the opportunity to 
really get inside the guts 
of a shortboard jibe. 
Another nice touch is a 
troubleshooting section 
pointing out common 
transition problems. It 
helps no end to have an 
accomplished jibe-master 
address your specific 
malady. 

Of course, sometimes 
Force 10 looks like a 65- 
minute commercial from 
the Hood River Chamber 
of Commerce. Occasion¬ 
ally, the tone gets a bit 
gushy, particularly when 
listing the wonderful res¬ 
taurants, windsurfing 
shops and accommoda¬ 


tions the area has to offer. 
But with all the great sailing, 
it's not hard to ignore a little 
over-zealous boosterism. 

So, if you’d like to make 
the pilgrimage to the 
Columbia River Gorge, 
Force 10 will definitely whet 
your appetite and set you 
up with all you need to 
know about North 
America’s windiest spot. 
And if you have no plans to 
head for the mountains? 
Check out Force 10. You 
might just change your 
mind. 

To order this video, call Video 
Productions, Inc., at 206-324- 
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4350, or write to 58 E. Boston, 
Seattle, WA 98102. 

Contributed by Jonathan Tuttle 

Don't Let The Sun 
Catch You Frying 

S ince there are very 
few nocturnal sailors 
who windsurf exclu¬ 
sively at night, heavy 
sun exposure is an 
unavoidable part of the 
sport. It is also unques¬ 
tionably responsible for pre¬ 
mature aging and it causes 
skin cancer. To make 
matters worse for 
boardsailors, sun damage 
is increased by wind 


and heat. 

Skin Cancer 

The American Cancer 
Society estimates that 
500,000 new cases of skin 
cancer crop up each year. 
Individuals with a light 
complexion who burn easily 
or have a family history of 
skin cancer are at the 
greatest risk of developing 
this sometimes-fatal 
disease, but even dark- 
skinned individuals can 
develop skin tumors. 

Skin cancer may 
develop on any part of the 
body, but it is most com¬ 
monly found on the areas 


heavily exposed to the sun: 
the face, scalp, neck, arms, 
and hands. There are 
many forms of skin cancer. 
One type appears as a dry, 
red, scaly patch of skin 
(squamous cell carcinoma); 
another as a translucent or 
pearly white bump (basal 
cell carcinoma), such as 
President Reagan had 
removed from his nose. 

Melanoma, the most 
serious type of skin cancer, 
is usually irregularly shaped 
and colored. It may have 
areas of black, brown, red, 
white, or blue. All skin 
cancers tend to grow, and 
they can also bleed easily 


or appear as non-healing 
sores. Any new skin growth 
or change in an existing 
mole, birthmark, or freckle 
should be promptly 
evaluated by a dermatolo¬ 
gist. On the positive side, 
most skin cancers are 
easily treated by surgery or 
topical therapy when 
diagnosed early. 

Tan, Don’t Burn 

As you know, acute 
overexposure to the sun’s 
ultraviolet (UV) rays burns 
the skin. A severe sunburn 
over a large portion of the 
body may be accompanied 
by fever, chills, nausea, 



The pleasure of windsurfing—To be fun, fast, lively 
and competitive—To be easy, exciting and afford¬ 
able—To be innovative in design and construction — 
To listen to and learn from all the people involved, 
from beginner to world champion. This is TIGA. 
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serious dehydration, and 
even delirium. Anyone with 
these symptoms should be 
evaluated by a physician. 
While the pain and redness 
of a sunburn can be 
reduced by applying cool 
compresses of milk and/or 
water, aloe vera, or local 
anesthetics directly to the 
skin, it’s best to prevent 
sunburn altogether. 

Tanning is the skin’s 
attempt to protect itself from 
UV light. Over years of 
exposure, skin that is 
repeatedly tanned or 
burned becomes physically 
damaged and develops an 
aged look. If you want to 

see a dramatic example of 
the cumulative effects of 
sun exposure on your own 
body, just use a mirror to 
compare the exposed skin 
on your wrist to the sun- 
protected skin on your 
buttocks! 

Nearly all of the hazard¬ 
ous effects of sun exposure 
can be prevented by 
wearing sunscreens and 
protective clothing. Sun 
protection is most important 
during the hours between 

10 a.m. and 3 p.m., when 
sunlight is most intense. It 
is also needed on foggy or 
overcast days since UV 
light penetrates the cloud 

cover. Hats don’t 
adequately protect the face 
from reflected light; if you 
wear one, use a sunscreen, 
too. 

Sunscreens are as¬ 
signed a number designat¬ 
ing their sun protection 
factor (SPF). If you usually 
begin to burn after 20 
minutes in the sun, the 
application of a sunscreen 
with an SPF of 10 before 
exposure would give you 
about three and a half 
hours of exposure without 
burning. Only opaque 
sunscreens, such as zinc 
oxide, completely block UV 
light. 

Boardsailors should 
choose an opaque sun¬ 
screen or one with a high 

SPF that is specially 
formulated to stay on in the 
water. Sunscreens work 
better if applied one hour 
before exposure and 
reapplied frequently. It is 
never too late to begin 
protecting your skin from 
the sun. Applying sun¬ 
screen before sailing 
should be as automatic as 
adjusting your outhaul 
tension. 

Contributed by Kathleen 

Welsh, M.D., and Robert 

Markison, M.D . 
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by Eric Sanford 

I first heard the name around 1982 
during my second trip to Maui. He 
was part of the "old guard," the 
early wave sailing pioneers who 
were making names for themselves 
on the big waves: Simmer, Waltze, Naish, 
Haywood, Whyte, Schweitzer, Hunt, 
Aguera, etc. 

Since I’d never met Craig, I had, as 
everyone usually does, a preconceived 
notion of what he looked like based on the 
stories I had heard. Sometimes the 
images match the faces-sometimes they 
don’t. I pictured Maisonville as around 
5'8’, with dark, ragged hair, bruised 
knees, and eyes slightly askew from too 
many bottom turns onto the coral. When I 
finally met him in 1987, it was one of those, 
“Huh, you’re different than I thought..." 
situations. 

Craig was born in Michigan 32 years 
, ago. After high school he enrolled at 
I Michigan State but left college after a few 
months to surf, ski, travel, and work as 
little as possible. An avid water skier and 
small-boat sailor, he started windsurfing 
in Michigan in 1980 and was hooked right 
away. 

In the spring of 1981, he moved to 
Oahu to go surfing and windsurfing and 
he quickly caught on to both, entering the 
first "Expression Session” on Maui that 
same year. Craig learned to shape 
boards on Oahu, but decided to move to 
Maui, since that's where all the big time 
windsurfing was happening. 

The first time I saw him sail Hookipa I 
was, to say the least, awed. It was a 
i "moderately" big day with sets ranging 
| from mast- to double-mast high. There 
| were only a handful of the hardcore out on 
; the waves. Craig rigged up, threw his 
board into the water and hopped aboard. 

"Ah, excuse me, Craig? Er, 
Craig...You forgot something ...Craig?" I 
didn’t know it then, but I soon fognd out he 
doesn't use a harness! I mean here goes 
this 6'2\ 190-pound lunatic straight out 
into the ocean through 15-foot surf with¬ 
out a harness! Heck, I can hardly cross 
my bathtub without hooking in. And to top 
it all off, he stays out there and sails for 
over an hour! 

It seems that when he first came to 
Maui, he was pretty poor. Financially, that 
is. One day his harness got stolen off the 
beach and he couldn't afford another 
one, so he started sailing without it. He got 
strong. Real strong. And soon he found 
| t bat by sailing every day without a har- 
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ness, he really didn't need one. I should 
be so lucky. 

Soon after moving to Maui, Craig 
started making some of his own equip¬ 
ment since he couldn't find what he 
wanted commercially available. Then he 
decided to open a little windsurfing shop 
in Paia and he named it Hi-Tech, after 
seeing a magazine called High Technol¬ 
ogy on the magazine rack in a store. He 
thought the name sounded neat and thus 
Hi-Tech was born. 

The business started as a small retail 
operation with Craig shaping two or three 
custom boards a day. The word spread 
about his boards and soon many of the 
hottest sailors on Maui were riding cus¬ 
tom asymmetrical Hi-Techs. In 1986, 
Craig brought in a partner, Kim Ball, to run 
the retail part of his business-a large 
rental/retail shop in Kahului and a smaller 
retail shop in Paia. 

Craig has a real unique and recogniz¬ 
able windsurfing style, especially in the 
big waves. He really savors the days 
when the waves are at least logo (10 feet) 
high. As he drops into a wave, he imme¬ 
diately starts a long, sweeping bottom 
turn. Then, as he depowers his sail, he 
lays it almost flat against the face of the 
wave, inches from disaster, the boom 
skimming along the surface as he pushes 
down on the sail. Then he'll lean way 
back, pulling the sail up again as he 
slices off the lip for another go at it. 


Most wave sailors simply let the clew 
dip into the wave-Craig lays the entire sail 
down, flirting with a certain thrashing 
should he push it that one inch more. 

Some sailors say his style is flawed. I 
just think it’s gutsy, different, and exciting 
to watch. Besides, they have a nice 
comfortable harness to hook into on the 
way back out. 

When not shaping boards (two a day, 
five days a week) or sailing (he managed 
to get out around 175 days last year), 
Craig enjoys surfing and spear fishing. 
He free-dives down 70 feet and can stay 
down close to a minute, using his home¬ 
made spear gun to catch dinner. His 
largest fish to date was a 70-pound Ulua 
that took him for quite a ride along the 
way. Unfortunately, it got away. He has 
also speared afour-foot, 60-pound shark, 
which he said made real tasty eating. 

Craig makes time each day to talk 
with friends and visitors who visit Maui to 
windsurf. He'll talk windsurfing with fellow 
wave riders and tourists alike. He appre¬ 
ciates what windsurfing has given him, 
even during these past few years, and he 
wants to give something back. He’s truly 
a humble, remarkable, and refreshing 
individual in a sport filled with flash. • 


Eric Sanford, a.k.a. Dr. Phunn, calls Hood 
River, OR, home when he's not out in the world 
cavorting with the wind and waves. 
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“i ’ve been sailing 
Z-Booms for six months 
now—using them every¬ 
where from Jalama to the 
Gorge, from waves in 
Hawaii to flat water 
course board sailing on 
Mission Bay. The consen¬ 
sus: they rule 


“Z-Booms are great! Since 
I’ve been using them, my 
jibes are much quicker, my bottom turns feel more ag¬ 
gressive, and I am able to sail more comfortably... 


“First, the dorsiflexed (beer mug) grip feels great.. .The 
fact is, the grip is so natural that you don’t even consider 


it as being underhand. I found that my forearms did no„ 
cramp up as often, and I could sail out of my harness 
for longer periods than usual. 

front boom end, which 
is about as innovative 
as boom ends can be 
Hydrodynamic’s Lock 
Jaw front end is the 
type of development 
which could make us 
forget about inhauls— 
a simple, no-slip, fool¬ 
proof connection. 5 5 
—Tom James in 
WindRider Magazine ; 
March 1988. 



0 MURRAYS MARINE 6389 B Rose Lane, Carpinteria, CA 93013 (805) 684-5446 


Sf? *•'- ;•* 



























BASIC IIP 

O O O 0 0 


Ten Commandments 
For Your First Race 


By Julie Renfro-Drysdale 

S ooner or later, everyone wants to 
race. And while racing may 
seem to be pretty cut and dried, 
it sure doesn't hurt to prepare 
yourself. Follow these 10 Com¬ 
mandments and you'll be ready to race 
and cross the finish line in style. 

I V Get in shape. Sailing in a race is a 
I lot different than just going out for a 
™ casual sail. In competition, you’ve 
got to sail to specific a point and you must 
turn at specific times. These mandatory 
movements can twist your body into 
some awkward positions. When you are 
sailing a long weather leg (sailing as 
close as possible to the wind), you’ll be in 
an awkward stance that may cause 
cramping in your arms and legs. To last 
hrough a long day of racing, you must be 
n good enough physical shape to endure 
hat kind of punishment. 

Racing may require you to perform 
laphazard tacks and jibes just to avoid 
collisions. These sudden movements 
can make you pull muscles and take you 
cut of the race for good. So it’s important 
o spend a few minutes stretching before 
joing on the water. 

TT P,an for safety If you are 

, unsure of your sailing abilities 
SnTr® 3 ! a personal flotation device 

’Fn Lh!" ' y0U are a 9° od swimmer, a 
D adds a margin of safety. While 
aeing, you will be sailing in close auar 
Jrs with a lot of other sailors-often wrthin 
ew .nche s of them. In conditions like 
ns, it is not uncommon to have other con 

itoc'oTvo? 0 ' 31 ^ dr ° Ppin 9 their ^ils 
1 I0 P ot you, running into vou and 

ssa* 

K of waler'befor^Ieavbg'ihePeach' 

* 

rsty you really are until you optrtnh 
ated. By then it's too late. If dehydration 
is in. you may get weak, dizzy, and cm 
ed, and it may take several hours to re 
/er. And you certainly won't be winnino 
- V races if you feel tired and weak! 9 

III 25 

oughly Replaced frayeSTnesaS 
check for cracked booms, mast bases, 
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and extensions. Equipment seems to 
break just when you need it most, and a 
breakdown is a quick way to spoil your 
race. If you use a harness, make sure to 
check your lines and straps carefully. It 
sounds silly, but it’s important not to 
overlook your harness. 

ff V Know your class. When 
| \g registering, make sure you are 
™ W entered in the correct class. 
This can be very confusing, because 
competitors are sometimes divided into 
classes by weight, sail size, age, board 
type, skill level, sex, or a mixture of sev¬ 
eral of these. If you don’t know what class 
you’re in, ASK FOR HELP! 

Register for the novice class, if there is 
one. Check for board, sail, and sex re¬ 
strictions. If there is a one-design class 
and you have a one-design board, this 
does not mean you have to race one- 
design You can register in any class of 
your choice. 

V *"° l V he start sequence. 

At the skippers meeting, you will 
be instructed on the start sp- 
Usual,y the A ' f| eet will go first 
aka a ^ vanta 9 e of this, and watch where 
e A-fieet starts on the line. Notice who 

goes 0 |f t fhpr the ' ead and which wa y he 
?° as - If there are several starts or heats 

between the first one and yours mate 
course Stay C ' ear ° f ,he Start line and ‘he 

\ TT a , ”*tch. A water- 

cMwfstaSl 

t^ssssstssstss 

the A fiiof s starts 15 minutes after 

minutes to the St It h 6S ° r add 15 
which you do as lorn « d °? Sn 1 matter 
your start is. One mnro th- y ° U know when 
safe side, put duct taoe'nn t0 be ° n ,be 

to watch the flagsto det*' h ’-' t ' S possible 
time. Usually, a white1Sr?h y ° Ur start 
flag) will go up six mirLt^T T 6 warr| ing 
start. The wh?te flaa 3ri. before the first 

i-«-«toS3apar;a: 


flag (the preparatory flag) will go up at , ho 
three-minute point and will stay u P p intn 
one minute before the start V P n 1 
When the first class starts, a red flao 
will be raised, and will stay up f or two 
minutes. When the ted flag d,ops ,5 
be one minute until the next start race, 
start every three minutes). You can u2 
the rising and falling of the red flao to 
count down the time until your start Note 
The race committee doesn't have to use 
a starting horn or whistle. Sometimes onlv 
flags are used, so pay attention! 

T rTTT Know the course. 

m# III There is nothing worse 
f 4 *** than getting a fast start 
only to discover you don’t know where to 
go next. This can be prevented by at¬ 
tending the skippers meeting. At the 
meeting, you will find out which direction 
and how many times to go around the 
course, and the race committee will an¬ 
swer any other questions you may have. 
Once you are on the course, committee 
members aren't allowed to answer any of 
your questions, so don't be shy. Ask 
ahead of time! 

K Know the rules . You will 
learn more and more rules as 
you continue to race, but 
there are a couple you need to know 
e ore getting on the race course. First is 
o port/starboard rule. If your right hand 
is orward on the booms, you are on a 
H° ard tack; ^ y° ur teft hand is for- 

hZ h U are . on a P° rt tack - When two 

ras are sailing on a collision coarse 

tho° PP ^ S,t f tacks >the starboard craft has 
the right of way. 

a P proachl 'ng to within two board 
engths of a mark, you have to give a sailor 

morn?® V°u room to round the 
vni , board is overlapping yours. If 
a H d yourself inside of another board 

at th^ Ver a . ppin 9’ you should hail for room 
st the mark. 

X Avoid aggravation . Do not 

get aggravated on your first race, 
timp OrT ° U cannot expect to win every 
look nnni t0 a,,evia te frustration and 
coolpr nf k 1 he Same time ,s to bring a 

you croqc^h% aboard ' Drink a beer as 
ing! he * ,n,sb H ne ~ a nd happy rac- 

^ns?ructoTa°n!i rySdal ? '* a USYR U sailboard 

boardsailorsin Rodda. 6 '° P 
— WINDRIDER 
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GET worn 

WITH A GORILLA! 




GOLD GORILLA BOOMS AND BASES 


No pussycats, these Gorillas are built. With special 
tolerance 6061 -T6 gold anodized aluminum for flat-out 
performance even in gorilla conditions Booms of 
heavy duty .058" wall thickness. 1’A"or IW grips, 
and 70, 85 or 100 degree front ends with 
improved stiffness and strength. Rugged mast 
bases in 2 lengths with. 083" walls and 
stainless steel cleats. Get your hands on 1 

a Gorilla today at a Windsurfing 
Hawaii dealer near you. V 


windsurfing hawaii 



Kailua. Santa Barbara. Vancouver. Almclo. Osaka. Auckland 
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Ten Commandments 
For Your First Race 


By Julie Renfro-Drysdale 

S ooner or later, everyone wants to 
race. And while racing may 
seem to be pretty cut and dried, 
it sure doesn't hurt to prepare 
yourself. Follow these 10 Com¬ 
mandments and you'll be ready to race 
and cross the finish line in style. 

I V Get in shape. Sailing in a race is a 
I lot different than just going out for a 
™ casual sail. In competition, you’ve 
got to sail to specific a point and you must 
turn at specific times. These mandatory 
movements can twist your body into 
some awkward positions. When you are 
sailing a long weather leg (sailing as 
close as possible to the wind), you’ll be in 
an awkward stance that may cause 
cramping in your arms and legs. To last 
hrough a long day of racing, you must be 
n good enough physical shape to endure 
hat kind of punishment. 

Racing may require you to perform 
laphazard tacks and jibes just to avoid 
collisions. These sudden movements 
can make you pull muscles and take you 
cut of the race for good. So it’s important 
o spend a few minutes stretching before 
joing on the water. 

TT P,an for safety If you are 

, unsure of your sailing abilities 
SnTr® 3 ! a personal flotation device 

’Fn Lh!" ' y0U are a 9° od swimmer, a 
D adds a margin of safety. While 
aeing, you will be sailing in close auar 
Jrs with a lot of other sailors-often wrthin 
ew .nche s of them. In conditions like 
ns, it is not uncommon to have other con 

itoc'oTvo? 0 ' 31 ^ dr ° Ppin 9 their ^ils 
1 I0 P ot you, running into vou and 

ssa* 

K of waler'befor^Ieavbg'ihePeach' 

* 

rsty you really are until you optrtnh 
ated. By then it's too late. If dehydration 
is in. you may get weak, dizzy, and cm 
ed, and it may take several hours to re 
/er. And you certainly won't be winnino 
- V races if you feel tired and weak! 9 
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oughly Replaced frayeSTnesaS 
check for cracked booms, mast bases, 
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and extensions. Equipment seems to 
break just when you need it most, and a 
breakdown is a quick way to spoil your 
race. If you use a harness, make sure to 
check your lines and straps carefully. It 
sounds silly, but it’s important not to 
overlook your harness. 

ff V Know your class. When 
| \g registering, make sure you are 
™ W entered in the correct class. 
This can be very confusing, because 
competitors are sometimes divided into 
classes by weight, sail size, age, board 
type, skill level, sex, or a mixture of sev¬ 
eral of these. If you don’t know what class 
you’re in, ASK FOR HELP! 

Register for the novice class, if there is 
one. Check for board, sail, and sex re¬ 
strictions. If there is a one-design class 
and you have a one-design board, this 
does not mean you have to race one- 
design You can register in any class of 
your choice. 

V *"° l V he start sequence. 

At the skippers meeting, you will 
be instructed on the start sp- 
Usual,y the A ' f| eet will go first 
aka a ^ vanta 9 e of this, and watch where 
e A-fieet starts on the line. Notice who 

goes 0 |f t fhpr the ' ead and which wa y he 
?° as - If there are several starts or heats 

between the first one and yours mate 
course Stay C ' ear ° f ,he Start line and ‘he 

\ TT a , ”*tch. A water- 

cMwfstaSl 

t^ssssstssstss 

the A fiiof s starts 15 minutes after 

minutes to the St It h 6S ° r add 15 
which you do as lorn « d °? Sn 1 matter 
your start is. One mnro th- y ° U know when 
safe side, put duct taoe'nn t0 be ° n ,be 

to watch the flagsto det*' h ’-' t ' S possible 
time. Usually, a white1Sr?h y ° Ur start 
flag) will go up six mirLt^T T 6 warr| ing 
start. The wh?te flaa 3ri. before the first 

i-«-«toS3apar;a: 


flag (the preparatory flag) will go up at , ho 
three-minute point and will stay u P p intn 
one minute before the start V P n 1 
When the first class starts, a red flao 
will be raised, and will stay up f or two 
minutes. When the ted flag d,ops ,5 
be one minute until the next start race, 
start every three minutes). You can u2 
the rising and falling of the red flao to 
count down the time until your start Note 
The race committee doesn't have to use 
a starting horn or whistle. Sometimes onlv 
flags are used, so pay attention! 

T rTTT Know the course. 

m# III There is nothing worse 
f 4 *** than getting a fast start 
only to discover you don’t know where to 
go next. This can be prevented by at¬ 
tending the skippers meeting. At the 
meeting, you will find out which direction 
and how many times to go around the 
course, and the race committee will an¬ 
swer any other questions you may have. 
Once you are on the course, committee 
members aren't allowed to answer any of 
your questions, so don't be shy. Ask 
ahead of time! 

K Know the rules . You will 
learn more and more rules as 
you continue to race, but 
there are a couple you need to know 
e ore getting on the race course. First is 
o port/starboard rule. If your right hand 
is orward on the booms, you are on a 
H° ard tack; ^ y° ur teft hand is for- 

hZ h U are . on a P° rt tack - When two 

ras are sailing on a collision coarse 

tho° PP ^ S,t f tacks >the starboard craft has 
the right of way. 

a P proachl 'ng to within two board 
engths of a mark, you have to give a sailor 

morn?® V°u room to round the 
vni , board is overlapping yours. If 
a H d yourself inside of another board 

at th^ Ver a . ppin 9’ you should hail for room 
st the mark. 

X Avoid aggravation . Do not 

get aggravated on your first race, 
timp OrT ° U cannot expect to win every 
look nnni t0 a,,evia te frustration and 
coolpr nf k 1 he Same time ,s to bring a 

you croqc^h% aboard ' Drink a beer as 
ing! he * ,n,sb H ne ~ a nd happy rac- 
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Hawaii dealer near you. V 


windsurfing hawaii 



Kailua. Santa Barbara. Vancouver. Almclo. Osaka. Auckland 
Reader Service 95 

















































LEARNING THE ROPES 


Sailing ABC: 
Board Contr 


by Rhonda Smith-Sanchez 

Q l have sailed on many different 
types of boards in winds ranging 
from force four to force seven, and 
I keep heading up into the wind and the 
board becomes very hard to handle 
every time I try to get into the straps. Is 
there anything I can do to prevent this? 

A lt sounds as though you are having 
difficulty controlling your board. 
It's vital that you develop better 
board control as soon as you start using 
your footstraps, because without it, the 
board tends to fishtail, the nose will head 
up into the wind, and the board will pivot 
on its fin, which usually results in a loss of 
speed and a fall to windward. 

Board control is predominantly a 
matter of using your legs properly. First, 
take a close look at your sailing stance. 
While there are a few different types of 
stances, we usually see only two: the 
sitting stance and the extended stance. 
When the sailor simply sits down in the 
harness and positions his body close to 
the booms and mast, this is the sitting 
stance. It's inefficient because it keeps 
body weight on top of the board, doesnot 
allow the legs to control the board effec¬ 
tively, and places the body in a cumber¬ 
some position that eliminates control and 
causes fishtailing. 

In the extended stance, perfected by 
Mistral team rider Nevin Sayre (see the 
photo of Sayre on page 46, April '88 
issue), the legs extend out away from the 
board. This takes the weight off the board 
and positions the body so that the legs 
can work effectively. To prevent fishtail¬ 
ing, push with the front leg and front foot 
(as if pushing the bow away from the 
wind). A slight twist of the hips makes 
pushing a bit easier. 

Stay in the footstraps for a while and 
try to perfect the extended stance. You 
may also need to extend your harness 
lines to help you extend your legs when 
you're hooked in. 

Q How do I keep from hurting my 
neck when I fall? 

A Hurting your neck when you fall is 
not really a common problem, but 
since I've had a few dandy falls of 
my own, I think I know what your problem 
is! Next time you're sailing in rough, 
windy, catapulting-type conditions, 
check to see if you're "stressed out ." Are 
you tense? Are you holding onto the 



I. ' T- 


boom in a death gr 
your arms, shoulde 
If so, you may be j 
When you sail i 
are overloaded 
enough to account 
falling. When you 
muscles throughoL 
your neck is alreai 
only add to the stri 
sailing in catapu, 
loosen your grip or 
tight grip just relays 
of your body. Rem 
both relaxing and 
up! 

Q I'm curious.' 
on the tails c 

A This specie 
asymmetric, 
portion of thi 
board on one side 
longer side incree 
vides the flotation r 
through the surf. Tl 
for making bottom 
and allows the be 
smaller board whil 
side can be 8'6' w 
feet in length, givii 
range of sailing ch, 
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: Asymmetries, 
I, And Curls 
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ip? Are the muscles in 
>rs, and neck strained? 
ust a tad too uptight! 
his way, your muscles 
and aren't flexible 
dor the added stress of 
Jail, it's typical for the 
J your body to flinch. If 
~y very tight, a fall will 
-ss. Try to relax while 
Jng conditions, and 
^he boom, because a 
_tension to other parts 
— mber, sailing can be 
•jury free. So loosen 


hy are there cut-outs 
—wave boards? 


—r board is called 
ir because the cut-out 
=) U creates a smaller 
—)an the other. The 
—s speed and pro¬ 
dded for getting out 
— '.ut-nutside is used 
—n s on wave faces, 
—1 to handle like a 
ding waves. One 
— the other is eight 
—he board a wider 
■ - : teristics. 


Q What muscles should I develop for 
sailing in rougher conditions 9 
Also, can you suggest some exer¬ 
cises I can do to build my endurance and 
to become a better windsurfer? 

A Here is a photo taken of me from 
the back while I was waterstarting. 

I developed all the muscles you 
see in this photo strictly through 
boardsailing, and I have only worked out 
in the gym to keep my muscles in shape 
during the off-season. As you can see 
from the photo, the upper body muscles 
I developed are the triceps, biceps, del¬ 
toids, lats, lower lumbar, and those in the 
wrists. 

Sailing in high winds is the best 
method for developing the precise 
muscles you need for sailing, but a trip to 
the gym wouldn't hurt a bit. At the gym, 
design a workout program and set goals. 
Bear in mind that endurance workouts are 
different than strength workouts, but that 
both endurance and strength are impor¬ 
tant ingredients for sailing. It's best to 
develop strength first, because once the 
muscle is developed, you can change 
your strength workout to an endurance 
workout. 

Develop a program that works the 
upper body one day and the lower body 
the next, since it's also important to have 
a strong lower body, quadriceps, ham¬ 
strings, and calves. Ask your gym trainer 
to work the following upper body exer¬ 
cises into your program: lat pull-downs, 
upright rowing pull-ups, chin-ups, dips, 
triceps extensions, curls, hammer curls, 
and wrist curls. For the lower body, try 
these exercises: squats, hamstring curls, 
leg presses, back-ups, and lunges. In 
addition, always work in an abdomen¬ 
strengthening routine consisting of vari¬ 
ous types of crunches and sit-ups. 

You'll be surprised at how fast you 
can build the strength and endurance 
you need for boardsailing if you stick with 
your program! • 


Rhonda Smith-Sanchez is sponsored by Mis¬ 
tral, Gaastra, O'Neill Wetsuits, Bolle', and 
Gorge Technology. Five-time Windsurfer 
world champion, Rhonda is currently one of 
the top US professional sailors and instructors. 

Send questions to Learning the Ropes, 
PO Box 2456, Winter Park, FL 32790. 


mmm 










3 


F 



PERFORMANCE TIP 


LL 


Windward Back Loop 


by Kai Katchadourian 



T he “back loop" or “regular" is 
really just a jump into the wind. 
The major emphasis is on 
stalling your rotation until you 
start to lose altitude and land. 
You need at least 15 knots of wind 
and a wave that’s head-high or over. 
Even though more radical loops are 
possible in more radical conditions, 
the lighter the wind, the easier it is to 
learn and land. 

Here’s the back loop step-by-step: 

1. At planing speed, hit a wave that 
is steep and about to break. Hit the 
wave pointing slightly into the wind, 
and as you gain height, try to stall 
your rotation. 

2 . As you reach the peak of your 
jump, you should be watching your 
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back foot in order to further stall your 
roll. You should feel as though you are 
about to rotate downwind. 

3 . As you begin to lose altitude, you 
should start your downwind rotation. At 
this point, it helps to look over your 
shoulder to get a sense of where you 
are in your rotation. You should still be 
paying attention to your back foot to 
avoid over-rotating. 

4 . At three-quarters of the way around, 
try to spot your landing. Your height at 
this point, as well as your rate of 
rotation, will determine how you will 
land. As you begin to hit the water, try 
to lean backwards, with your arms 
extended and your knees bent to help 
you hold your rig as you land. 

5 . Ideally, you will land nose first and 
pointing downwind. Your clew will 



hopefully have cleared through the eye 
of the wind, and you will be in the 
waterstart or standing position. 

6. Make sure that you don’t sheet in 
too much as you get going again, 
because you will probably get back- 
winded. 

The back loop is nothing new, but in 
favorable conditions, it still is one of the 
most impressive loops being done 
today. It sure beats cheese rolls! • 


17-year-old Kai Katchadourian was born in 
Stanford, California, and currently lives on 
Maui Last season, he finished third in the 
Junior Worlds and just landed 17th place in 
the O'Neill Invitational. He is sponsored by 
Simmer Style, Hi-Tech, Da Kine Hawaii, 
O'Neill Wetsuits, and Rainbow Fin Company. 
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Rapid Transit System — 
HiFly’s All-New Superfun! 

W ith its easy-handling, lightweight Fun Wing 
Sail and its spectacular new V-concave 
bottom shape, HiFly’s new Superfun guarantees 
you fun to the nth degree. This sporty allround 
transitional board is especially great for lighter 
sailors. For upwind sailing, you'll appreciate its 
fully retractable daggerboard. And for all-out 
speed and jibes you can really hightail it thanks 
to the wing pintail. The Superfun’s V-concave 
bottom configuration gives you early planing 
and extreme stability and its high, sharp rails 
assure clean water release. Plenty of HiFly’s 
renowned high-technology features, too, like 
the rugged rig shown below with a vario-mast 
extension and concentric locking collar. All this 
fun and technology can be yours at a down-to- 
earth price! 


Dorsey, MD 21076 
(301) 796-7830 
In Canada: (416) 264-3288 



















INTERMEDIATE TIP 


Forward Rail Ride 


i 

I 


I 

i 


■ 


by Steve Callaway 

W hen learning any freestyle 
trick, you should start with a 
high-volume, all-around 
board with a soft, lightweight 
sail for easy handling. Find 
a flat-water location with steady winds 
and few spectators. Some sort of protec¬ 
tion for your lower legs is advised in order 
to save your shins from taking a beating 
on the board. (I use the legs cut off an old 
wetsuit.) 

To begin the forward rail ride, you 
must first sail on a beam reach. You 
should have enough wind in your sail to 
support your weight if you were to hang 
from the booms. With your back foot, 
press down on the leeward rail of the 
board. At the same time, your forward foot 
should reach back under the board and 
you should begin lifting with the top of 
your foot. Do all this and simultaneously 
hang from the booms to make the board 
lip up onto the leeward rail. At this point, 
t’s very important to keep the sail full of 


wind and the mast upright. While learning 
this trick, you may find it helpful to sit on 
the rail as you first flip the board on its 
side. This lowers your center of gravity 
and makes it easier to get your balance; 
however, you must continue to keep the 
sail full and the mast upright. 

The next step when learning the for¬ 
ward rail ride is to place your forward foot 
near the daggerboard and to place your 
back foot on the rail of the board. This is 
a very stable position and is the position 
of choice for many advanced rail ride 
tricks. At this time you should practice 
balancing the board and the sail sepa¬ 
rately. In fact, you should be stable 
enough in this position that if you drop the 
sail, you can uphaul it without making the 
board fall off the rail! 

The sail should be kept full but not 
over-trimmed. The most common mis¬ 
take occurs when the prospective rail- 
rider flips the board up, leans it against 
the mast, sheets way in, and hopes it 


works! Keep your weight distributed di¬ 
rectly over your balance point on the 
board-your feet. 

And now it is a simple matter to step 
up from the daggerboard and place both 
feet on the rail. It's a bit more complicated 
to stay there, but if you keep yourself 
balanced directly above your feet and 
practice a lot, you will be rail-riding di¬ 
rectly toward the beach There, you can 
casually step off the board and no one will 
ever know about the hours of practice it 
took to perfect this technique. • 


Steve Callaway is a semi-professional sailor 
and is sponsored by Calvert Sails, Pro-Tec 
Boards, and Nike Sport Shoes. Steve has 
been sailing and freestyling for the last eight 
years. 


KLEPPER SKIN. 


! 


It's the beauty and the best. 
The hottest graphics in the sport, 
layered just beneath the fast¬ 
est surface known to science. 
Klepper's polycarbonate skin 
ana special micro-ground plan¬ 


ing surface reduces friction, 
making drag a thing of the past, 
and other boards a thing in your 
wab. In howling winds or whis¬ 
per breezes, nothing outpoints 
oroutspeeds Klepper. And the 


graphic designs and brilliant 
colors attract as much atten¬ 
tion on the beaches as they 
do in the reaches. How can a 
wind cannon like this look so 
great? It's simple. It's Klepper. 
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Off-The-Lip 


: 


By Ian Boyd 




I 



T he aerial off-the-lip is an 

exciting and highly respected 
surf maneuver. First made 
popular by pioneering 
surfsailors, the aerial is now 
done by countless wave specialists and 
competitors. Performed correctly, the 
aerial off-the-lip will increase your total 
score in wave competitions and add to 
your overall sailing abilities. 

Having the proper equipment and 
conditions for attempting an aerial may 
decrease some first-time frustrations 
and injuries. Start by selecting a 
maneuverable wave board in the 8'3" to 


8'9" range. Any asymmetrical or round 
pin tail design will do. Choose a soft, 
rotating, battened sail for easy control 
and handling, similar to the sail pic¬ 
tured. 

When learning, select a small wave, 
one that still has a steep face, and plan 
your landings out the back. This is 
better for learning because you can 
practice your timing as well. Practice 
the aerial off-the-lip in two- to three-foot 
surf and in side to side-offshore winds 
of approximately 18 to 20 knots. 

Once you feel comfortable with your 
equipment and the conditions, and 


you’ve got your timing and landings 
wired, then it’s time to try a radical 
reentry* Let me take you through the 
aerial step-by-step. 

To initiate the bottom turn, slide your 
clew hand (back hand) back and 
oversheet the sail, while leaning forward 
into the turn. This allows for maximum 
power through the turn as you redirect 
up the wave face preparing for your 
cutback. With the board flat against the 
wave face, simultaneously shift your 
weight back over the tail while applying 
moderate pressure to the cutback-rail 
and slide your clew hand forward to its 
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Photos by Greg Hugtm 




















































original sailing position. 

Photo 1 

I have started cutting back and am 
looking for the steepest section 
possible from which to bank off. 
(Reentering back into the wave requires 
more pressure on the cutback-rail than 
launching out the back; however, if you 
exert too much pressure, you may slide 
out and get backwinded.) Ideally you 
want to time it correctly so that right 
when you are at the top of the wave, the 
lip is pitching out. It’s important to keep 
focusing ahead and on the water 
throughout the maneuver. 

Photo 2 

I'm now blasting through the lip at 
the top of the wave while getting ready 
to be launched airborne. Note: The 
hollower the wave, the greater the effort 
needed to project yourself forward out 
in front of the wave. 

Photo 3 

Here's the moment I’ve been 
working for! After launching airborne, I 
control my flight by keeping the clew of 
the sail adjusted out enough so I won’t 
be backwinded. My board is tucked 
close to my body throughout the apex 
of the aerial and I’m looking ahead and 
focusing on the landing. Note that my 
weight is back over the tail of the board. 
This prevents nose diving when you 
land, which can be very hard on your 
body. 

Photos 4 & 5 

As I descend back into the wave. I 
extend my body in preparation for a tail- 
first landing. 

Photo 6 

Touching down in front of the wave 
after a fun flight, I'm sheeting out the 
sail so I can keep control while decid¬ 
ing whether to go for another aerial or 
jibe and return to the line-up. 

Practice this maneuver until you feel 
comfortable with these steps and are 
able to time your moves to the breaking 
waves. Remember: all the experts 
learned these basics first. Next time 
we'll show you how the pros build upon 
these basics to include variations of 
radical aerials in extreme conditions, 
making incredible reentries back into 
the waves! 

Go for it and remember to laugh 
and have fun! This is Ian Boyd report¬ 
ing from Maui. Aloha. • 


Ian Boyd is a 17 -year-old professional sailor 
currently living in Paia, Maui. Ian finished 
first at the '87 Junior Wave/Slalom World 
Championships and the ‘87 O'Neill Invita¬ 
tional. He is sponsored by North Sails 

Windsurfing, O'Neill Sportswear, and 0 Neill 
Wetsuits. 



HOBIE SUNGLASSES 
P.0. Box 2516 
Capistrano Beach 
CA 92624 
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CUSTOM BOARDS 


THE FASTEST 

World Speed Record Holder 
from 19S3 to 1988. 

Fred Haywood • Pascal Malta 

Now Available Factory Direct 
Round Pin • Slalom • Speed 

Call or write: 

Hawaiian Island Windsurfing 
460 Dairy Rd. b 

Kahului, Maui, 111 96732 
Toll Free: 1-800-231-69S8 
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INNOVATIONS 


The Challenge 



by Tom James 



Mike Tinkler holds the rights to the custom board's flexible tail. 


F ive hundred years ago, Christo¬ 
pher Columbus said the world 
was round. Naturally, his 
friends thought he was a little 
crazy. Of course, Columbus 
eventually had the last laugh, and even 
got a day named after him. 

Now, Mike Tinkler is going around 
saying that boards’ tails should flex, 
and, yes, a lot of people are more than 
a bit skeptical. However, the powers at 
Mistral think the idea is right on, and 
have given Tinkler what amounts to a 
Nina, Pinta, and Santa Maria to design 
their newest production board, the 
Challenge Flex, around his concept. 

Tinkler is probably cringing as he 
reads the name of this column: “Innova¬ 
tions." The Tinkler Tail, as the develop¬ 
ment is known on custom boards, is 
hardly new. Tinkler, who co-invented 
flexible tails with his brother, has been 


putting "tails" on surfboards since 1967, 
and on sailboards since 1980. His 
logic for doing so seems all too simple 
as he exalts the benefits of a flexible tail 
in his Maui-ized New Zealand accent. 

"Having a flexible tail allows you to 
shape your board with a lower rocker¬ 
line, which is good for speed; but when 
you go into a turn, it allows you to put 
up to four inches of tail rocker into the 
board. Up until now, either you had a 
board which was very straight (rocker 
line), went fast, and didn't turn, or one 
with a lot of rocker for turns that didn't 
go very fast. The tail takes the positive 
aspects of both!" It sounded good, and 
it’s true; on the racks, you can bend a 
lot of rocker into the tail, but I wanted to 
take the challenge, and go out to see if 
it would flex on the water. 

First problem: which set-up do I 
use? The Challenge Flex is not your 


average Tinkler Tail board. Mistral, who 
now owns the worldwide production 
rights to flex tail boards (Tinkler still 
owns the rights for the custom ones), 
has taken the idea one step beyond. 
Their Challenge Flex has two inter¬ 
changeable tails that easily can be 
swapped by undoing a few screws and 
sliding the other tail in place. The 
shorter tail makes the board a squatty 
8'8" round pin with a nice bit of rail 
curve, while the longer section creates 
a gunnier 9'2 n pintail. 

Both tails are tensioned by two 
springs housed just forward of the point 
where the tail connects, and can be 
tensioned so the tail is stiff (best for 
speed and light air) or loose, so that the 
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board flexes and becomes better for 
turns. At all settings, including the 
stiffest, the tail will flex, and since 
there is a spring on each side of the 
centerline, it is possible (and useful) to 
create an asymmetrical flex set-up. 

Other than that (as if that isn’t 
enough), the Challenge Flex is a pretty 
normal board. It’s a simple, versatile 
shape with a dead flat bottom and 
wave/slalom rails. 

I set up the 8'8" and at Tinkler’s 
suggestion we headed directly to 
Hookipa. He was anxious to make 
sure I realized that the board worked 
well in the waves, as well as every¬ 
where else. It was an average day at 
"Keeps,” with head-high waves and 
20 to 25 perfectly sideshore knots 
feathering the lips of the breakers. 
Anywhere else, it would have been 
"all-time,’’ but no big deal for Hookipa. 

I rigged my 49, and followed Tinkler’s 
instructions to remove the starboard 
spring for smooth and easy bottom 
turns, while leaving the port spring in 
for energetic off-the-tops. 

"Whatever, Mike.” All I could think 
of was how high the jumps were going 
to be off the wide, flexible tail. 

First off, I immediately noticed that 
the board got going much quicker 
than a normal wave board. I certainly 


Tom James makes certain that the 
Challenge Flex can handle the waves. 


Photos by Erik Aedor 

















was on the only production board out 
there, and possibly the biggest, so I 
was cruising through the light-air inside 
zone more easily than anyone else. 

"Jump it hard-see how strong it is," 
were the last words I heard from Mike. 
So I hit a couple of floaters, then 
launched off a steep set wave at full 
speed, landing hard, flat, and loud, 
right next to Debbie Brown. She looked 
at me like a strict librarian eyeing a 
freshman popping his gum. "A little flat 
on the landing, Tom," she joked. "It's 
my job, Debbie," I replied, and sailed 
away with no damage whatsoever. 
Actually, flat landings with the tail are 
fairly cushy, since the tail absorbs some 
of the shock. It also is easier to get 
upside-down jumps, since the tail, as 
Tinkler describes it, "conforms to the lip 
on take-off," and provides that last 
measure of extra lift. 

Turns, though, are far more interest¬ 
ing. The harder you push it, the better it 
turns. In fact, I was amazed that in 
choppy conditions, where I was sure I’d 
bounce out, the tail, in its loose setting, 
stuck to the water like glue and 
snapped me through the turn. Even 
better, you could actually change your 
turning radius midway through, just by 
putting a little more pressure on the tail. 

This has great potential for a slalom 


Mike Tinkler takes a ride on his 
Challenge Flex. 
















The Convertible Split Fin series combines our co 
proven original design concept with the 
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A variation of the original, and 


Featuring a cut out that enhances 
spin out protection Recommended 
for the most severe condnions. 




The abbreviated "notched* cutout 
of this fin reduces drag wtvle 
maintaining positive traction charac¬ 
teristics. Great for high speed off 
wnd slalom racing. 


The enlarged, 'shaft* tip of this 
design puts more area down 
low where it helps enhance turn¬ 
ing characteristics and give added 
holding power in rough conditions. 


Available in 10,11, or 12 inch sizes. 


Available in 10 & 11 inch sizes. 


Available in 9, or 10 inch sizes. 
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AITKEN11-10/210 liters/ 

35 pounds/6.0 fathead sail/ 
adjustable boom/ $585 retail 

AITKEN 10-4/140 liters/ 

32 pounds/6.0 or 5.2 Fun Line fully bat¬ 
tened sail/non-crush footstraps/ $625 ret|il 


AITKEN 96-S/122 liters/25 pounds/ \ 
6.0 or 5.2 Fun Line fully battened sail/ I 
non-crush footstraps/ $625 retail 


V/ 


AITKEN 10-4 and 96-S NOW WITH MOLDED-IN 1 
ALUMINUM FIN BOX!! 

For more information or the dealer nearest you, \ 
contact AITKEN INDUSTRIES 213-323-0291 
or write P.O.Box 3134, Gardena, CA 90247 \ 



Compare these tails: the Tinkler 8'8' and the 
9'2' 


race, where you set into a turn in a 
prescribed arc, then someone flails in 
front of you, and forces you to change 
your turn. The Challenge Flex is the 
first board I’ve ever sailed that can real¬ 
istically do that. 

But back to Hookipa. Jumps were 
fun enough, although the slight added 
weight in the tail did seem to pull me 
back down a little quicker than I ex¬ 
pected. However, at Hookipa, the thing 
to do is hit the lip. On waves with any 
real size, the Challenge Flex is not 
optimum for down-the-line sailing, but in 
small to moderate Hookipa conditions 
(big to very big Mainland conditions), 
the 8'8‘ performed admirably. The rails 
were a little sticky, but you could stomp 
on the tail and really get the thing to 
come around. In good wave sailing 
conditions, the 8'8‘ tail is fun, especially 
in lighter conditions. In crummier wave 
conditions, it is much more fun. 

Next, since the wind was dying, I 
threw on the 9'2’, which provided a little 
more stability through the lulls, but was 
not nearly as snappy on the wave face. 
It carves great though, a fact Tinkler 
attributes to the longer flexing panel. 
Since the 9'2‘ is a little gunnier, it's not 
quite the jumper that the 8'8‘ is, but 
once I took it on the outside, it really 
started to perform. The swell was big, 
with chop all over, but the Challenge 
Flex ate it up like a giant Cadillac on a 
dirt road. 

Don't get me wrong; I didn't just sail 
the waves on the Challenge Flex, 
although I wanted to. The slalom boys 
were out practicing at Kanaha, and I 
wanted to compare its speed to some 
of the hottest slalom boards out there. 
Simply put, the board smokes! On flat 
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water, with the springs fairly tight, the 
8'8' was doing great. I felt as fast as 
anyone, and still turns were no problem. 
In the choppier water, loosening the 
springs a little made it easier to keep 
top speed up, without a bone-jarring 
ride. 

The 9'2" was also fast, but not as 
fast, in my opinion. Where this tail 
excels is in making turns very easy. 
When the springs are loose, you can’t 
help but make your jibes. 

The most impressive feature of this 
board hit me as I was speeding around 
Kanaha one day on the 8'8‘. The tide 
was going out, and I noticed some 
waves were starting to peak on the 
upper reef. While still out on the water, 

I just set my rig down, took the quarter 
out of my pocket (Tinkler told me to 
carry one; I thought he meant for a 
phone call), and loosened up the 
springs. I then jammed over to the reef, 
charged a giant jump, and voila, I was 
wave sailing. Same board, different 
conditions. It was great. 

Overall, this is a monumental step 
forward in board development. By 
adjusting one tail, it's like having a few 
different boards. With two tails, you 
have a literal quiver in your trunk. 

Tinkler has been onto this for 20 
years, and now, the general public 
finally gets a chance to enjoy it. Tinkler 
concedes, though, that like any new 
technology, it may take some time to 
really catch on, but he confided to me 
with a sparkle in his eye: 

“I hope to be able to look in the 
magazine in years to come and say, 

‘Oh, there's a stiff board,' like it's some 
kind of archaic piece of technology.” 

After riding the Challenge Flex, I feel 
that's a definite possibility; and if it is 
the case, we’ll all someday celebrate 
“Mike Tinkler Day." * 
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ays been the premier contest 
ssts, but this year the Marui- 
-vave riding event at Hookipa, 
—as a pressure-cooker brim- 
■th innovations and upsets. 

were there new faces and 
■neuvers, but a few unex- 
_jpheavals put a whole new 
^ive on the action. 

■Robby Naish won again and 
^ulo was crowned the new 
■he Swell"; he'd have been 
sf, but for fate and a rash of 


ill luck. But there were even more dra¬ 
matic events unfolding in this year's 
event. European power manifested itself 
in the form of Bjorn Dunkerbeck and 
Anders Bringdal, with Natalie Siebel an 
ominous threat in the women's division. 
The European invasion made for a tem¬ 
pestuous tale in the land where only "live- 
ins” win. 

But the unexpected contingency of 
competitors is only half the story. With the 
forward loop now commonplace, it took a 
great deal of strategy and skill to make it 


into the top five this year, when only last 
year the “Killer Loop" could catapult sail¬ 
ors like David Kalama and David Sheen 
into the coveted arena known as the 
public eye-to say nothing of capturing 
money and media attention. 

SOMETHING IN THE AIR 

It was obvious this year’s contest 
would have its ups and downs from the 
outset. The first day poor conditions and 
small waves made everyone apprehen¬ 
sive and there was more in the air than 
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just the rumor of the approaching low 
pressure front that would suck away the 
wind and make the Hawaiian skies turn 
grey and ominous. 

Despite the optimism of the specta¬ 
tors and participants, this contest would 
be plagued by small swells and light wind 
conditions until the very last day. Then, 
fantastic conditions for the “final finals" 
and the supersession would make a 
mockery of the previousnine days of junk 
weather and mild ocean swells. 

No one dared think that the worst 


(Top Left) Windsurfers from around the 
world landed on the beach in Hookipa to 
show off an array of moves that defies 
description. (Above) Bjorn Dunkerbeck was 
one of many Europeans from the World Cup 
circuit to excel in the waves where only 
homeboys have won before. (Right) In a 
neck-and-neck battle decided by fate, 
Robby Naish and Mark Anqulo took the 
top two spots. 
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could actually come true: could there be 
a Hookipa contest with really bad condi¬ 
tions? The conditions were indeed bad 
for the Maui sailors accustomed to high 
winds and monster waves, but were 
considered quite normal by Oahu sailors 
and World Cup competitors like Dunker- 
beck and Bringdal. For them, the condi¬ 
tions were just their “cup of tea." setting 
the stage for victory. 

These factors made wave riding a 
secondary feat, as skill and overall strat¬ 
egy became the deciding elements in a 
contest composed of surprises. Since 
the surf was less than four feet high 
throughout 85 percent of the contest, 
sailors in this year's event were forced to 
depend on more than impressive aerial 
maneuvers and loops to rack up points 


with the new judges. It soon became 
obvious it wasn’t enough to have a repu¬ 
tation as a classic, big-wave Hawaiian 
superstar: instead, the top five competi-- 
tors had to pull a wide array of tricks out 
of their hats to impress the judges. 

The judges themselves hailed from 
the Netherlands, South Africa, Japan, 
Hawaii, and mainland USA and were a 
rather well-rounded group. Among them 
were Joyce D. Ottavio, Cyrus Monroe, Ed 
Angulo, and Geoff Bourne. The newly- 
formed APSA had trained and retrained 
them, but they were truly put to the test by 
the new maneuvers and innovations they 
were judging. 

Today's sailors must "sail smart” to 
impress the judges-never mind the spec¬ 
tators. The decibel level on the beach 


J 



doesn't always reflect what the APSA 
have chosen as the prime criteria for 
assigning points. This year's wave con¬ 
test gave evidence that this refined judg¬ 
ing system is working well to overcome 
past deficiencies. The system still isn't 
ironed out, but the subjectivity is not so 
glaring as it was in the past. 

EUROWAVES 

Wave riding has come a long way 
since last year's Invitational and even 
since the Aloha Classic a short six 
months ago. It's nothing short of unbe¬ 
lievable that the overall skills of the indi¬ 
vidual sailors could have improved so 
much in such a short time. The perform¬ 
ances in each 10-minute heat were noth¬ 
ing short of prodigious and sailors 
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stuffed in unheard-of new maneuvers 
and exhibited old ones with uncanny 
perfection, grace, and consistency! 

Even the judges were hard-pressed 
to evaluate the strange new maneuvers 
and well-honed skills. Bewildered judges 
and spectators alike were astonished 
and awed when brand-new tricks 
popped out of nowhere. 

World Cup sailor Robert Territehau 
made an incredible and almost inde¬ 
scribable shift into hyperdrive with a 
never-before-seen maneuver that was 
basically a super high jump executed 
prior to a forward loop pitch. As he went 
forward, he pulled off what appeared to 
be almost a snow skiing maneuver. He 
Managed to pirouette and pitch forward 
so that he ended up on a totally different 


tack when he landed. 

Judges sighed and spectators 
screamed-they didn't know what they 
were screaming about, but they certainly 
were astounded and responded appro¬ 
priately. A deafening roar met Territehau 
when he landed with a splash, but not 
ignominiously. This wild maneuver was 
never again performed by Territehau or 
any other sailor. 

this had to be the year of the Euro. 
One of the greatest upsets in wave riding 
history took place when Dunkerbeck and 
Bringdal snagged fourth and fifth places, 
respectively. Hawaiian sailors failed to 
meet the European challenge and power 
of Dunkerbeck's inside transitions and 
unnamed maneuvers and flip-flops or 
Bringdal’s fantastic forward loops-done 



(Far Left and Top Center) Robby Naish 
demonstrated his versatility with fin-first wave 
riding and consistent jumps. (Top Right) Mike 
Waltze finished a solid third at his home site. 
(Right) Sierra Emory, a young Maui local, 
promises to be one of the island's top future 
sailors. (Center) Bjorn Dunkerbeck won top 
honors for the Euros with his unnamed 
maneuvers. (Left) Mark Angulo continues to 
set new standards for "shaka* jumps. 


almost on the beach in four-inch high 
water on the inside reef! 

Where did the Euros get their strength 
this time around at Hookipa? On the 
World Cup circuit, they must do more 
than sail well in waves, and perhaps this 
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was the secret of their well-placed victo¬ 
ries in this year’s contest. Traditionally 
thought of simply as slalom and race 
sailors, Dunkerbeck and Bringdai had a 
few things up their respective wetsuit 
sleeves that let them win over top-seeded 
Hawaiian and Australian sailors. None¬ 
theless. their victories were uncanny, not 
because they lacked talent, but because 
these guys don’t sail in waves often. 

The hot new prospects that line the 
Hookipa horizon are zestful and sea¬ 
soned wave riders, but they don’t have 
the overall skills of the World Cup circuit 
riders, whose ability to please the judges 
surpasses their personal desire for dan¬ 
ger and physical excitement. They knew 
what was expected and they presented it 
with finesse. 

WAVE WOMEN 

In the women's division, Lorraine 
Daly, who took top honors in wave riding, 
has been a top female contender for 
many years. Her consistent wave riding 
and superb transitions won her the con¬ 
test in a narrow victory over Germany's 
Natalie Siebel. 

Siebel, unlike Hookipa resident Daly, 
trains in Barbados and the Canary Is¬ 
lands when she’s not on the World Cup 
circuit, but her aggressive style made her 
a demanding contender. She's often 
seen at Hookipa or Diamond Head sailing 
in over mast high waves when male sail¬ 


ors are content to sit on the beach and 
wait for tamer conditions- 

While Siebel is less radical than Daly, 
who has a clear predilection for waves, 
she adapts amazingly well to different 
sailing conditions. She is another of the 
Europeans who are taking over the top 
wave spots bit by bit. 

In the women's double elimination, 

OOlODOiO 

Who would ever dream 
that Mark “Flexigulo” 
Angulo would ever be 
brittle enough to break 
during a critical heat? 

Dana Dawes of Maui nearly avenged her 
early elimination in the days before. She 
beat out Angela Cochran and Kelby 
Anno, but was eventually bested by Daly 
and Siebel. In the end. Daly’s nervy, high, 
and difficult jumps took the event and the 
$2,250 in prize money. 

A SIMPLE TWIST OF FATE 

This wave contest required that con¬ 
testants plan their moves carefully and 
deliberately rather than show off in the 
surf or get radical in hazardous condi¬ 


tions. ii waai 11 so mucn a go-for-it 
contest as a quest for grace. With winds 
so light throughout the bulk of the contest, 
the sailors had to maintain minimum 
speeds and plane, which made jumps an 
even greater challenge. Contestants had 
to fight to travel upwind and many a sailor 
lost the heat because he drifted help¬ 
lessly downwind with no access to the 
waves. 

Who would ever dream that Mark 
"Flexigulo" Angulo would ever be brittle 
enough to break during a critical heat? 
But the unthinkable happened and after 
spinning through a powerful forward loop 
during the winners’ primary rounds, 
Angulo jammed his foot into his footstrap 
and wrenched the muscles and bone. He 
continued sailing with a broken foot in 
four more heats and remained unde¬ 
feated, but had to demur in the final 
challenge against Robby Naish, and, by 
Fate’s decree, Naish took first without a 
final contest. 

It was the hardest possible blow for 
Angulo, who has been savoring the pos¬ 
sibility of toppling Naish for several years 
now. Closer, closer, closer... he’s been 
only a few points short each wave contest 
at Hookipa and this time he was very 
close to grabbing the trophy Naish has 
taken for his own. 

It is obvious that Angulo's time has 
come and there is little to stop him from 
taking over the arena. This vear’s O'Neill 
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was clearly a battle between Robby 
Naish and Mark Angulo Just imagine 
what it could have been like if Angulo had 
gone on to a final heat against Naish one 
on one, move for move, each demanding 
more and more from the other. As it was, 
this contest had enough historical merit to 
make a lasting contribution to sailboar¬ 
ding archives. 

Right now, Robby Naish is still the 
most diversified and experienced sailor 
in the world. He has developed his tran¬ 
sition, surfing, and jumping skills to a 
higher level than anyone else in the busi¬ 
ness and his consistency amazes even 
his top competitors. All admit he's got 
that "extra edge" even in this age of hot 
young sailors. Others might pull off more 
extraordinary aerial maneuvers and 
loops than Naish, or they may be better 
wave riders at a particular spot, but when 
you put the whole package together for 
total point score to win a contest, Naish 
has something the others don't. He con¬ 
tinues to win overall, no matter how threat¬ 
ening the challenge from the ranks. 

In the final heat against Mike Waltze, 
Naish pulled off some amazing maneu¬ 
vers, like sailing for long stretches fin first. 
This is nothing new for him, but this year 
he was almost doing off-the-lips tail-first, 
and no one else could do it with such 
aplomb and finesse. This alone gave him 
wave scores considerably higher than 
Waltze’s, although Mike is well honored in 
his home break at Hookipa. While many 
say Naish won the contest by default over 
Mark Angulo, it does little to detract from 
Naish’s continuing mystique. Naish went 
home with $4,500, Angulo took $2,700, 
and Waltze picked up $2,200. 

Like Angulo, Rohan Cudmore of Aus¬ 
tralia and others managed to damage 
their bodies to the point of exiting the 
contest. Aussie Mark Pederson, on the 
other hand, deserved his ninth-place 
four-way tie, as he showed remarkable 
consistency in the waves. He tied with 
Rush Randle, Ian Boyd, and Sierra 
Emory, a Hawaiian kid who promises to 
be one of Maui's top future sailors. But, 
who's a kid in this sport? After all, old- 
timer Anders Bringdal is only 20 years 
old! 

THE BEST IN ’88 

With over 17 countries represented in 
the Marui-O'Neill Invitational, it stands out 
as the premier wave riding contest in the 
sport. The best were represented and the 
best gave their best. With the exception 
of the minimal conditions in the first part of 
the contest, the event had everything: 
powerful competition and exhibitions by 
the world's best wave riders. What's 
"tore, a world of possibilities was opened 
up by a sailing elite that pushes the limits 
c| oser and closer to t he brink. _• 

Photo-journalist Sunstar lives on Venus, 
shoots on Maui, and writes on cloud nine. He 
ls famous for his mast mounts and is kept in 
Perpetual motion seeking new angles. 


Calf toll-free for a brochure of our Baja Speed 
Center (800) 352-4334 and Maui Speed Center (800) 852-7467. 
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Below: Going one step beyond all 
conventional designs is a design ical ed 
the tri-plane. Bottom: Anything that is 
just short of being dead flat is fast, 
iikp this "Gorae" board. 


S353S2S 

Unfortunately, people will ^Unbute the 
performance to the bells and whistles^ 
-Or people look at all double-con¬ 
caves as being the same and all quads 
as being the same, but, in reality, they 
can be completely different boards 
Sometimes a person gets on a board, 
say a double-concave, and loves it, so 
he attributes the positive characteristics 
to the double-concaves, when, in reality, 
it might have had nothing to do with the 
double-concave. It might have been the 
bottom curve, rail contour, or any variety 
of things. The basics are always more 
important than how many concaves you 
have." 

Angulo goes on to state that, given all 
the aspects that make up a board’s 
shape-outline, rocker, vee, thickness 
flow, rail contour, and concaves-he 
could most easily do without the con¬ 
caves. Not to be misrepresented, An¬ 
gulo (and nearly every other shaper) 
uses concaves extensively on all his 
boards other than wave boards. While 
no one likes to single out what the differ¬ 
ent concaves can do to the board, each 
has some general predictions that can 



be made on some of their more popular 
bottoms. 

Concaves are used for a couple of 
reasons. First, they aid in directing the 
flow of water going across the hull, and 
second, they give lift by keeping the 
water under the hull. Currently, Angulo is 


Sometimes a person gets 
on a board, say a double¬ 
concave, and loves it, so 
he attributes the positive 
characteristics to the 
double-concaves, when, in 
reality, it might have had 
nothing to do with the 
double-concave. 


doing a lot of work with quadro-con- 
caves on his slalom boards. “I still be¬ 
lieve that simple bottoms work best. Al¬ 
though a quad may not seem simple, it is, 
in the fact that the quad plane enables us 
to get a lot in as simple a way as pos¬ 
sible." Angulo notes that the single¬ 
concave in the nose of his quads gives 
relief, while the wedged spines give the 
board the penetration needed on turns, 
with the release needed in a straight line. 

Speaking of the other four-panel 
board he shapes, the double-concave 
with planing rails, Angulo feels the term 
"planing rails" is a misnomer. "You don’t 
really get up on the rails when you are 
planed off. What they do is allow us to 
have the planing characteristics of a 
concave bottom, with the turning char¬ 
acteristics of a flat bottom with vee." 

Regardless of the shapes he puts 
into a bottom, Angulo always goes back 
to state that the concaves only offer 
slight advantages, and says he could 
build a competitive slalom board without 
using them at all-especially in light air. 
"As the air gets lighter," he claims, "I 
incorporate some degree of seemingly 
flat. Panels in the tail especially need to 
be somewhat flat, as with a flat panel 
vee, because if your tail has concaves, 
the water won’t release as quickly be¬ 
cause it’s following that arc. Release on 
the tail is extremely important. If you 
have concaves on the tail, they can keep 
too much turbulence around the fin. 
Thus, when turning, arcs like that on the 
tail make it track, rather than be loose 
and spontaneous.” 

For Angulo, what is key is the 
absence of abrupt transitions that can 
cause suction or weird release. 

"Everything has to be as clean as 
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Top: French says that the clean double¬ 
concave is still in his repertoire of 
shapes. Above: Although a quad may not 
seem simple, it is, in the fact that the 
quad plane enables us to get a lot in as 
simple a way as possible. 


possible,” he says. “Sometimes we go 
through radical transitions, but we always 
come back to the clean approach.” 

Easy Riders 

Randy French, who used to design all 
of Seatrend's shapes, but now shares the 
duties with Angulo, shaped some of the 
original double-concave boards used in 
the World Cup by Ken Winner. French 
says that the clean double-concave is still 
in his repertoire of shapes-most notably 
in high-wind, high-chop situations where 
he says you want a bottom that is easy to 
ride and has smooth rail-to-rail transi¬ 
tions; but now, he has gone beyond the 
simple double for racing. 

French has always been conscious of 
how the concaves affected the vee and 
rocker of the boards "A lot of designers 
were led down the wrong road because 
the first bottoms were double-concave, 
so they just made the board flat, with no 
vee, then carved two troughs into it and 
wondered why it didn’t work." 

It was because by adding the con¬ 
caves, you were putting a type of vee and 
rocker into the hull. For racing, though, 
French has now gone to the quadro- 
concave to get the board to achieve a lot 
more things. The interplay of concave 
panels, rocker,- and vee is especially 
important with his quadro-concaves, 
which French calls double-rocker 
boards. "In the double-rocker boards, 
you are putting two types of curves into 
the board. The fact that they have con¬ 
caves is an added touch to control water 
and give lift, but the main focus is what is 
happening with those two rockers." 

The two rockers, French explains, 
come from the way the vee is put into the 
panels. The two inner panels have less 
vee, and a straighter rocker line, so when 
the board is on that section, it carves a 
wider radius, while the outer panels have 
more vee and more rocker, allowing the 
rider to carve a tighter turn when he puts 
the board on edge. The change in rocker 
and vee in the quads, not the quads 
themselves, is what makes the board 
work. French notes that some shapers, 
as with the double-concave, still only seg¬ 
regate a panel off and put a "little dip in it 
which verges on doing nothing." 

Unfortunately, though, he says, these 
boards look essentially the same as the 
quads with the double-vee pattern. 
"People see it and say, ‘Yeah, a quad, this 
is it!’ when it really isn’t it at all." While 
Angulo stressed that it is hard to single 
out any one element on board design, 
French was willing to make some light-air 
generalizations. In those conditions, 
French says it is key to reduce vee. "On 
my very light-air boards, they go from 
having some vee forward to perfectly flat 
,n the tail section. In light air you want to 
skate across the water, and the only way 
to do that is to reduce the amount of 
surface penetration." As the winds in¬ 
crease, French says that he progres- 
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sively puts more dynamics on the bottom: 
more rocker, more outline curve, more 
vee, and deeper concaves. 

Panels And Rocker 

Speed board shaper Jimmy Lewis, 
like Angulo and French, calls rocker the 
most important element. Lewis essen¬ 
tially uses the same rocker line on all of his 
boards (other than wave boards, which 
have a kick in the tail), from light-air slalom 
to world record speed boards. Lewis 
describes his rocker line as follows: 
“Anything that is just short of being dead 
flat is fast. My rocker is an accelerating 
curve, which means it gets straighter and 
straighter as it goes toward the tail. Near 
the tail, it may look straight, but if you put 
a straight edge on it, it will rock just 
slightly. That's the fastest." 

For his speed boards, Lewis does like 
to use a single-to-double concave with 
the concaves being deeper than what 
most people use. "Deep concaves seem 
to provide better acceleration and make 
the board livelier. Fred [Haywood], 
though, likes his concaves more subtle." 

Even though Angulo and French are 
both into quads, and Lewis uses a single- 
to-double, it does not necessarily mean 
that concaves are necessary. Highly 











regarded Gorge shaper Bob Dill has 
gone so far as to eliminate concaves from 
his line altogether. “We don't even pro¬ 
duce a board with concaves, including 
slalom boards. I can give you more 
speed from my boards than from a board 
with concaves." The reason for this, Dill 
states, is that in windy Gorge conditions, 
the concaves were doing just what they 
were supposed to, provide lift: "Which is 
exactly what we didn’t want in those 
conditions!" 

Dill now uses what he calls "panel 
vee" in all the boards through his line. 
Panel vee, he explains, puts the most vee 
at the widest point of the board, tapering 
out to flat or near flat at both the nose and 
the tail. This design, Dill notes, is nothing 
new, as he borrowed it from dinghy and 
surfboard design. "My bottom shapes 
are very, very simple, and the concept is 
painfully simple. I’m not claiming to have 
developed it, I’m just claiming to have 
gone back and cut through all the confus¬ 
ing designs." 

Through testing in the river, Dill notes 
that in 5.0 m2 and smaller sail conditions, 
he knew that the panel vees were not any 
slower to get on a plane, were more 
controllable, and were actually faster on 
the top-end. While Dill does concede that 
in sub-planing conditions concaves can 
be advantageous, since they create 
pressure to get a board up on a plane, he 
does not use them, because, as he puts 



it, “Unless you have ideal conditions 
where the water is smooth, then the con¬ 
caves create more problems than they 
eliminate." 

Furthermore, he claims that in the 
good planing conditions found at the 
Gorge, any redirection of flow, be it over 
concaves or planing rails, really takes 
away from the board’s turning ability. 
Another thing Dill noticed was that the 
redirection of the natural water flow cre¬ 
ates a greater likelihood of spinning out 
the fin. 

"We get our lift from the flattening out 


in the tail," Dill states. "Going from dis¬ 
placement (maximum vee) at the mid¬ 
point to non-displacement in the tail, you 
do get a degree of lift without redirecting 
the water" Unusually enough, Dill’s 
design does the opposite of what 
Angulo's and French’s quads are doing 
Dill claims, "Since the vee tapers at both 
the nose and the tail, the rail lines be¬ 
come almost straight. You can kick in 
more centerline rocker in the board, yet 
keep an almost straight rail line, which is 
best for clean water release.” 

A Step Beyond 

Going one step beyond all conven¬ 
tional designs, with a design called the 
tri-plane, is prominent East Coast shaper 
Paul Mindnich. Mindmch is the owner 
and shaper of Airborne Customs, de¬ 
signer of the Freeskate ice sailing board, 
and now also shapes under his new 
label, P.C.M. He first debuted his tri¬ 
plane design to the sailboarding world at 
the Action Sports Retailer show in 1982 

Although his double-concave with a 
convex spine and beveled rails was radi¬ 
cally new for sailboarding, Mindnich had 
been using the design successfully on 
surfboards on the North Shore of Oahu 
since the early 1970s. Several top big 
wave surfers coveted his designs, and 
Mindnich left a shaping legacy behind 
that is still influencing surfboard designs 
at places like Sunset Beach. 












Like Dill, Mindmch doesn’t like trying 
to force the water into an unnatural flow. 
While Dill only tries to do away with what 
Mindnich calls vortex shedding, or water 
release at the points of sharp chines, like 
where concaves meet, Mindnich has 
even eliminated the centerline vee spine 
He shapes a subtle round convex into his 
bottoms, which he claims lets the water 
adhere to the board and release off the 
rail, rather than off the board from a spine 
in the center. 

"Rather than causing separation and 
turbulence on the opposite side of the 
keel line, I’m adhering the flow to the 
board like the airflow on the back of your 
sail.” 

The adhesion bottom, or centerline 
vacuum (CLV) as he calls it, is "the exact 
opposite of what everyone is trying to do. 
Most shapers are trying to get lift, but I am 
trying to create suction. Once I get the 
water on my boards, I don’t allow it to 
come off." This, he claims, draws the 
board down into a turn, rather than caus¬ 
ing it to bounce out, which is what he 
states release off a spine does. As for 
concaves providing lift, Mindnich says he 
still gets as much lift by getting the water 
to release off the rails rather than the 
centerline. “It's like taking an airplane 
wing, which is round, and turning it up¬ 
side down. You still have the lift." 

The vacuum effect created by the 
centerline convex draws water under the 


board so that there is less confusion and 
turbulence. Speed is increased, Mind¬ 
nich theorizes, for a couple of reasons. 
First, by tightening the laminar flow, the 
free surface, or parts of the board without 
water adhered, is minimized, and thus, 
the frictional resistance of the water trav- 


“Rather than causing 
separation and turbulence 
on the opposite side of the 
keel line, I’m adhering the 
flow to the board like the 
airflow on the back of 
your sail.’’ 


eling over the board is lessened. Sec¬ 
ond, by keeping the water adhered, the 
flow tends to run more parallel to the 
stringer, even though the water under 
conventional sailboards never really 
goes parallel with the stringers due to 
leeway angle and the free surface effect. 

"By holding the water to the hull, I 
minimize turbulence, thus keeping the 
boundary level very thin.” Mindnich is 


looking for control from his boards, and 
for what he admits to “maybe a hair’s 
reduction in speed," his boards offer the 
controlled positive response that he 
states makes jibing for the average con¬ 
sumer remarkably easier. 

He says he builds boards that can get 
the average guy jibing with a much higher 
degree of regularity after just a few ses¬ 
sions. "I try to build boards with a much 
higher percentage of turning perform¬ 
ance by keeping water adhered to the 
hull over the primary riding surface." 
Actually, Mindnich reports, he believes 
his boards may also be faster than con¬ 
ventional boards, only he hasn’t gotten 
together the team to prove his designs. 

A Simple Sentiment 

One sentiment that all shapers share 
is that you can’t look at a board’s obvious 
details and tell if it is fast. Even though it 
appears that guys like Angulo and 
French are going off in one direction, 
while Dill is headed another, and Mind¬ 
nich is on yet another, they all stress 
simplicity and flowing lines. 

Jimmy Lewis sums up his position on 
fancy bottom shapes best by saying, "I 
don't like to go off on tangents because 
it’s what is in vogue." Although bottom 
shapes and trends may vary with each 
passing season, the designs that will stay 
around are those that work. After all, 
that’s the bottom line. • 
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boardsailing was supposed to be fun: In most places on the mainland where 

reaching, jibing, and just plain blazing, wave sailors enjoy their favorite condi- 
Instead, I’ve just spent the entire day tions.thesurfacecurrenthasanastyhabit 
pinching and going as slow as molasses of being blown with the wind. Combine 
in December, only to find 1 that I’m still that with the idea of riding waves and the 
downwind of where I s(ar\ed...ahhhhhhl! ego-bursting problem of eating it on a late 
This is a common frustration for assault on the lip, and you'll find yourself 
scores of sailors-but it doesn’t have to be. hopelessly lost way downwind of the 
Whether youlre sailing on the latest or on break. And no one likes to take that long 
older, but equally reliable, equipment, it’s walk back to the car. 
not impossible to be freed of the dreaded The easiest, most surefire way to 
pinching disease. make it back upwind on your wave board 

There are a number of reasons for is to let the surf do most of the work, 
going upwind: it’s obviously important in Instead of taking the wave and ripping it 
competition, and we all understand that; it down the line, stay on the upwind shoul- 
gives you the chance to show off for the der and ride it upwind until it either fades 
group on the beach; it can satisfy the away or begins to feather. Once the wave 


4 make some screaming runs back to you need it to, you'll have to make your 
where you started from. All are equally way upwind by yourself. 

! valid reasons for going upwind. „ . It is critically important not to pinch too 

Okay, great! You have your board and much. It may be your natural tendency, 
riq ready and you're set for a rippin’ day of but it can cause all sorts of problems. If 
sailing. Unless you are fortunate enough you continue to pinch too high into the 
to live in a place where the water current wind, you'll start to lose boat speed, and if 
actually takes you upwind (i.e., the that happens, you’ll lose the lift from the 
Gorqe) you need to learn how to make sail, board, and fin. The key is to maintain 
the .equipment you’re using take you as much speed as possible and let the 
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A. Keep your rig vertical and hold it over 
the centerline of the hull for optimum 
speed. 

B. The mast track should almost always be 
positioned fully forward for going upwind. 

C. Tom Cat: “Hey, Paul! Too low, too 
slow!” PaulCoutts: “Hey, Tom! Too high, 
you die!” 

D. When sailing upwind, you may think it’s 
best to point as high or sail as close to the 
wind as possible, but this isn’t really true. 

E. The less board there is in the water, the 
faster the board will go. 

F. When you pull the boom in over the 
centerline, you’re oversheeting. This will 
stall the sail and you’ll lose speed. 

G. Remember: flat is fast! Sail flat and 
lean your upper body forward dramatically. 

H. It is important not to pinch too much, 
because you’ll lose speed and get 
backwinded. 



equipment do the work. By maintaining 
speed, you will be gaining all of the lift and 
steering capabilities that you need to 
make it. 

While you’re trying to balance be¬ 
tween pinching and footing, keep testing 
the wind It is important to remember that 
the wind constantly oscillates and 
changes velocity You can use these 
changes to your advantage when work¬ 
ing upwind. Try heading up-if it works, 
keep on trying. You may be getting a 
super lift-one that could transport you 
where you want to be: back in the line up. 

If, on the other hand, you find yourself 
losing ground, you may be experiencing 
the opposite of the lift: the killer knock 
This can easily be overcome by jibing 
and putting yourself on the favored, lifted 
tack. 

Well, now it’s late in the day. The 
waves are finally closing out, the wind is 
dropping fast, and you have no wish to 
meet the "landlord" for dinner; you have 
to get back to the beach. At this point, you 
should try to combine all of your upwind 
techniques. Surf any piece of swell or any 
leftover wind chop upwind and use the 
rail of your board. If the wind has dropped 
to the point where you can no longer 
plane, heel the board over to windward 
and sail as close to the wind as possible. 

These techniques will help you utilize 
every opportunity open to you, and, at 
last, you’ll be the one enjoying a cold one 
while the other guys are walking back to 
the car. 

One more note on wave sailing: In 
competition, the ability to stay upwind is 
critical to a sailor’s scores. If a sailor gets 
"out of position" by being too far down¬ 
wind, the judges won't be able to see 
what he’s doing on the wave. In addition, 
there are zones on a wave that score 
higher points for the sailor, and the high¬ 
est scoring section of the wave is in the 
middle of the best peak. Again, this is 
usually right in front of the judges. So, not 
only can going upwind save you the 
"walk,” it can mean the difference be¬ 
tween advancing or being eliminated in a 
contest. 

Pro sailor Tom Cat always manages to pace 
himself ahead of the rest as he heads upwind. 
Tom is sponsored by Gaastra, Berky Compos¬ 
ite Sailboards, Oakley, and Da Kine. 

Upwind on a Slalom 
Board 

by Kit Low 

Slalom boards are. for many, the 
perfect compromise; fast and fun to turn, 
they blaze off the wind and can be fun to 
sail upwind. You just have to know how. 
Without a centerboard, their pointing 
ability is greatly reduced, but by using 
the proper technique, modern slalom 
boards (given their tremendous inherent 


lifting characteristics) can be driven 
upwind in a manner not entirely unlike Big 
Brother course board. 

There are a number of things that 
you will want to concentrate on in order to 
develop your upwind ability on a slalom 
board. 

Vertical Rig 

First, you will want to keep your rig 
upright (vertical, and over the centerline 
of your hull). This increases the sail area 
that your apparent wind attaches itself to 
and will in turn boost your ability to motor 
upwind. I often see inexperienced sailors 
limiting their upwind ability by bending 
their front arms, choking up on their 
booms, and/or tilting their rigs to wind¬ 
ward. You don’t ever want to '‘choke" your 
rig. This is especially important while 
beating upwind, where you will need to 
utilize every available source of power. 
Unlike centerboard-enhanced craft, you 
need to plane to get upwind on a slalom 
board. Therefore, you should keep your 
hands back on the booms, extend your 
arms fully, and power up-don’t pinch! 

Flat Is Fast 

Just as you must keep your rig from 
dipping to windward excessively, you 
must concentrate on sailing your board 
flat (or, if at all, tilted slightly to leeward) in 
order to optimize the lifting characteris¬ 
tics of its hull shape and to maximize its 
lateral resistance. There is nothing that 
slows your windward progress faster 
than rolling your upwind rail down into the 
water. Push hard with your back foot to 
load up your fin and roll the deck to 
leeward. If necessary, in less than fully- 
powered conditions, you may need to pull 
up with the toes of your front foot to ensure 
a level ride. Remember, you don’t have a 
centerboard here to help "rail her up." 

Sail A Quiet Rig 

Sailing rock steady is easier said 
than done. But when you are sailing 
upwind, you are always pushing against 
the limits of an apparent wind envelope 
that rides along with you. Although you 
may feel powered, you are precariously 
close to stalling, especially if you begin to 
work your rig excessively. While you can 
get away with more radical sail trimming 
off the wind, subtle is the name of the 
game when you head upwind. 

So once pumped up to solid planing 
speed, your upper body should remain 
nearly motionless. At the same time, your 
lower body can assume the more dy¬ 
namic role of balancing, and absorbing 
the impact of incoming chop. 

Forward Lean 

If you are pushing really hard up¬ 
wind, you will also want to generate a 
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—CUSTOM HIGH-PERFORMANCE 
W** SAILBOARDS •SURFBOARDS 

Wq offer 25 years of precision shaping experience, with the finest back-up crew of 
sailors and craftmen on the coast. Custom built, precision handcrafted sailboard 
hulls for any special situation is our specialty. 

Gaastn & Pryde Sails • Ampro & Serf lac Masts • Windsurfing Hawaii • Da Klne • O'Neill Wetsuits. 
We Mall Order Anywhere! 

16927 Pacific Coast Hwy, PO Box 269, Sunset Beach, CA 90742 
^ (213) 592-2314 , (714) 840-6500 

Circle Reeder Service No. 1SS 



Andre Lefebvre - France's Pioneer Sail Designer, 1978 
designed the first Power Head, 1980 designed Cobra 
sailboards line of sails. While working lor Gaastra, 
Robby Naish won the World Cup with Lefebvre de 
signed sails. In 1986 his design set the 100 meter 
world record in the Alpha Speed Week in California. 


WAVE SAILS 

SIZE BOOM/MASTcm F.O.B. PRICE 


1988 SAILS 


3.3M 

130/465 

US$224.00 

4.0M 

140/465 

US$236.00 

5.0M 

160/465 

US$247.00 

5.7M 

180/465 

US$255.00 


Extreme durability outstand¬ 
ing wave performance 


POWER LEECH 

Power Leech- Revolutionary Leech System, One 
sail to handle wide range of wind conditions, seo 
artide 1987 July issue windsurf Magazine. 


5.5M 

6.5M 

7.5M 


150/465 

170/485 

200/495 


SPEED SLALOM 


6.5M 200/485 US $304.00 

7.5M 220/495 US $341.00 

Uncorrpromislng Speed 

JUMBO SAIL 

8aKT 


9.2M 

10.0M 


170/590 

200/590 

230/590 


US $322.00 

US$348.00 

US$375.00 


High aspect, short boom, 
superior light wind speed & 
maneuverability 


US$340.00 

US$360.00 

US$375.00 


COMMANDING PERFORMANCE AT AFFORDABLE PRICES 
’We use only the highest quaJrtyTe§in Mylar ‘Fabric Is glued and stlched 
* Floresoent color combo’s, plastic varlo-top, sail bag. 
and tapered battens with a protective PVC coating. 

ANDRE'S GUARANTEE; One year against delect and workmanship. 




1988 HAWAII PRODUCT SAILS 

SLA LOM M y ,ar front luff panel 

dacron,with saibag, special plastic 
vario top and tapered batten set 


4.5M 

5.0M 

5.7M 

6.4M 

7.0M 

8.0M 

9.0M 


165/435 

175/455 

190/475 

200/490 

220/500 

230/510 

245/525 


US$184.00 

US$190.00 
US$196.00 
US$210.00 
US $222.00 
US$240.00 
US$260.00 




FUNUNE Dacron Sal with relnlorced 


4.6M 

180/465 

US$120.00 

5.2M 

190/465 

US$125.00 

6.0M 

205/465 

US$130.00 


* 1 Winduixftnc) of iVoxt Oiancjz 

3961 Ridgewood Ave. Port Orange, FL 32019 (904)767-8904 

Shipping S Handling charge t3.50 throughout mainland USA. In Florida add 6% sales 
tax. We accecpt check, money order t Vis*, Maste rcard 
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strong forward lean with your upper 
body. This is very important, because, 
as you angle forward, you will be able to 
effect a powerful and constant down¬ 
ward pressure with your back hand on 
your boom This effectively tightens your 
leech (for increased windward perform¬ 
ance), and at the same time unweights 
your board considerably, allowing it to 
skim easily upwind even over rough ter¬ 
rain. 

Call me crazy, but I have always 
enjoyed sailing my slalom board 
upwind...it just makes the ride back 
home that much more fun! 

Pro racer Kit Low is sponsored by Angulo 
Hawaii, Hot Sails, and Da Kme. When not out 
taking his slalom board upwind, Kit works as 
a member of the design team of Hot Sails. 

Upwind On A Race Board 

by Paul Coutts 

Race or course boards like the Fa¬ 
natic Cat are by far the best boards for 
going upwind. Race boards, as they are 
generally called, evolved from the 
windsurfer class board and are de¬ 
signed with modified triangle or M- 
course World Cup-style racing in mind. 

For good upwind sailing on a race 
board, you must first make sure the 
board and rig have both been set up 
correctly. The mast track should almost 
always be fully forward for going upwind. 
Heavier people (over 180 pounds) may 
want to bring the track back a notch or 
two to lift the nose of the board slightly. In 
light winds and choppy conditions, 
medium and lightweight people may 
also want to pull the track back a little, 
which will also lift the nose and stop it 
from digging into oncoming waves. 

The quality and size of your dagger- 
board have a significant effect on your 
upwind performance. Unfortunately, 
many production boards are supplied 
with cheap and flexible plastic dagger- 
boards, but this is becoming less preva¬ 
lent, as some manufacturers are going to 
fiberglass and even carbon dagger- 
boards. Get yourself a stiff dagger- 
board! 

In lighter winds of around 10 to 12 
mph, you’ll probably need the dagger- 
board straight down. As the wind and 
your speed increase, you will need to 
kick the daggerboard up a little to stop 
your board from railing up too much. 

Large fins are needed in race 
boards; I never use a fin smaller than 11 - 
3/4 inches. Itshould be fairly vertical, like 
the Light Speed from Rainbow or the 12- 
inch slalom from Angulo. Smaller and 
lighter people under 150 pounds could 
try even slightly smaller fins. 

The Rig 

Your rig should generally be set up a 
little flatter and with 

a tighter leech than it would be for slalom 
or speed. For upwind sailing, I'vegener- 
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Made in Hawaii 


Tested in 
Hawaii for 
IV2 Years. 


Stop or repair 
this problem with 
our 2 systems. 


Open Ocean Products 

U.S.A. 1-800-367-8047 ext. 518 
Canada 1-800-423-8733 ext. 518 
Japan 00-3111-1027 ext. 518 
Australia 00-14-800-125569 ext. 518 



A good time will be had by all who subscribe to WindRider !Every issue is a fact- 
packed feast of windsurfing instruction, equipment reviews, WindRider Board Tests, and 
colorful regatta coverage. 

Plus get rib tickling stories, cutting edge technology, and cool water, hot action 
photography. 

WindRider. A guaranteed good time. Subscribe now! One year is $ 11.97 for 8 fat 
issues. Save $8 off the newstand price. 


Mexico add K to post- 
age. All other foreign countries add $10 


























































































































































































MULTI-SAIL 


ANNOUNCES the ULTIMATE SAIL SERIES! 
TWO SAILS IN ONE! GET THE FACTS! 


ULMER KOUUS 


HJFW DESIGN - 'WE'RE THE 2nd LARGEST SAILMAKER IN THE WORLD! We're 
larnehecause we only build lop quality sails that WIN! and the new MULTI-SAIL 
ULTIMATE SAIL SERIES lives up to these high standards!" NEIL MACPHERSON, HEAD 
SAILBOARD SAIL DESIGNER. UK SAILS. SEABROOK TX. 

RECOGNIZED VALUE - “WE ARE SOLD! WE ARE CONVINCED! We were 

ckpntiral at first but the theory has evolved into reality. You can now get TWO SAILS FOR 
THE PRICE OF ONE •" - MICKEY KERBEL, OWNER, WINDSURFING PLACE OF MIAMI, FLA. 
LARGEST SAILBOARD DEALERSHIP IN THE USA. 

PROVEN PERFORMANCE - Over 5 years, from HAWAII to FRANCE the 
PATENTED MULTI-SAIL has shown its uncompromised sail shape by winning races and its 
unbreakable durability in waves! " IT REALLY WORKS!" - TODD WALTZE, TOP CALIFORNIA 

BOARDSAILOR. US PAT 4612868 & 470S591 _ _ 


ULTIMATE SAIL SERIES FEATURE LATEST \ 
DESIGNS AND MATERIALS IN A CAMBER INDUCED RAF | 
SAIL BACKED BY A ONE YEAR WARRANTY! 

80-72 
/ 6 4-5 7 

5 0-4 4 

US 

9 0-8 0 
—- 72-6 4 
_ 5 7-5 0 

us 4 4 3 8 

74-6 5 

60-52 

4 8-4 1 

US 

US SERIES 1 

US SERIES II 

US SERIES IV 



DON'T MISS OUT! 

ASK YOUR DEALER TODAY TO SEE THE 
NEW MULTI SAIL! OR WRITE MSI INC. 506 
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SPECIAL 

OFFER 


THE BEST FROM 

//IkAUfU IIHMDff 


The highest performance boards from “Down Under." Now 
available in America, lyronsea has been known in 
Australia as the best production boards available. 
The 370, the full size race/fun board of the line has 
230 liters of volume and is 12'0" long. Comes 
complete with 7.0m Neil Pryde RAF Slalom 
racing rig. 

The 330 is a fun/speed board in the midsize 
range with 170 liters of volume in only a 10'6" 
length. The short length lets you perform radical 
maneuvers while the extra volume gets you on 
a plane easy in light to moderate winds. It 
comes with a 6.0m Neil Pryde RAF Slalom rig. 
At only 9'6" long, the 295 is the Slalom 
board from lyronsea. This single fin pintail 
‘A \ is extremely quick on the straightaway and 
jm. \ smooth in the turns. 120 liters of volume 
‘ : • \ gives V° u that extra bit of confidence that 

# 1 you can uphaul and still get home if the 
1 wind dies. Complete with 6.0m Neil 

" Pryde rig. 

All lyronsea Boards are made from 
ASA with a polyurethane core and arc 
extremely resistant to impact, 
delamination or, sunlight damage. 

Order yours today. 

Order #3015015 *87 TYronsea 370 $69900 
Order #3015025 ’87 TVronsea 330 $69900 
Order #3015025 ’87 TYronsea 295 $69900 


I 


Circle Reader Service No. 94 


ally found that it is easier with your booms 
set low (at shoulder height or lower), but 
when you get onto a reach, it is better to 
have it a little higher. I compromise and 
put my boom just above shoulder height. 
I measure this when standing with both 
feet by the mast. 

When sailing upwind, you may think 
that it is best to point as high or sail as 
close to the wind as possible, but this is 
not really true. If you find yourself going 
very slowly. If you have trouble staying 
on a plane, or if you keep digging the 
nose of the board into oncoming waves, 
try bearing off a little to pick up speed. 
You won’t be sailing as close to the wind, 
but you’ll find it easier to stay on a plane, 
and you’ll also keep the nose from dig¬ 
ging into the waves. This stance is also 
a lot more comfortable. 

It’s also possible to increase your 
upwind speed by working the board over 
the waves or swells with your legs. As 
you come up to the face of the swell, 
bend your legs like shock absorbers and 
put a little pressure on the back foot. This 
lifts the nose and pinches the boards 
over the swell. As you come down the 
back of the swell, push with your front 
foot to bear off and accelerate down the 
back of the swell. 

^Unless you are actually pumping, 
you will sail a lot faster by keeping the rig 
as still as possible. It’s natural to pull in 
and out with your back hand as you go 
over swells, but when you get hit by gusts 
of wind, try to avoid doing this, because 
every time you pull in with your back 
hand you are in danger of oversheeting. 
This basically results in stalling the sail 
and, consequently, you will probably 
end up sheeting out too much and losing 
power. If you are sheeting the end of the 
boom in over the centerline of the board, 
you are oversheeting. When trimmed 
correctly, the outer end of the boom (the 
clew) will usually be directly over the 
leeward or downwind rail. 

The easiest way to get used to the 
feel of sailing upwind and to determine 
whether or not you are oversheeting is 
actually to sheet out. As you are sailing 
along, sheet out until the luff (front or 
leading edge) of your sail just begins to 
backwind, and then sheet in just past this 
point. This should put you very close to 
the correct sheeting position. Concen¬ 
trate on keeping the boom as steady as 
possible, relax, make every movement 
smooth and deliberate, and your upwind 
performance will be greatly improved. 

Last, but not least, there are no se¬ 
crets; just spend time on the water and 
watch the fast sailors. Watch them very 
closely, and then you’ll do it better. Be¬ 
fore you know it, you’ll be leading the 
pack and sweeping first place. • 


A real fanatic for going upwind, pro racer Paul 
Coutts is sponsored by Fanatic, ART, Gul, Da 
Kine, andKerrits. He is one Scottish lad who’s 
never out of kilter. 
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JThE PERFORM ANC&SAIL YOl/CAN LEARN ON'. 

1 ~' *5 . i* ” 

SINNERS ^EXPERJS AGREE -WHETHER YOUR FIRST 

A UPHAUL OR A RADICAL AERIAL-WlNDWING 

: > ^ ^ 

•• CONVERTIBt.ES CAN'T BE BEAT! 

* 

Serious sails from 3.0 to 9.1 Square meters- 


li303 ^tshore Highway. Berkeley. California 94710 415-849-4889. Dealers outside of California 800-345-9464 
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TO CONTEST 


PRIZES GALORE 

Submit your color action photo to O'Brien Sailboards, P.0. 
Box 97020, Redmond, WA 98073-9720, Attn: Mike 
McKelheer before August 15, 1988. Only photos of O'Brien 
sailboards and sails will be eligible to win. First 200 entries 
will receive a free subscription to WindRider. 

1st Prize—O'Brien Sailboard Pro Am Slalom 

(Complete Rig) 

2nd Prize—Pro Am Board (Hull only) 

3rd Prize—5.7 Square Meter Sail 
4th Prize—Harness 

5th Prize—Matching Quiver Bag and Gear Bag 
All winners also receive a free subscription 
to WindRider. 

Rules and regulations: 

1. All camera formats will be accepted for judging. 

2. Enter by submitting prints only. Write your name and address on o label 
attached to back of photo-DO NOT WRITE ON PHOTO. 

3. Each photo must be accompanied by a written release from the 
photographer allowing publication of the photo. 

4. All subjects in the photo agree to allow promotional use of their photograph 
by O'Brien. 

5. All photos submitted become the property of O'Brien and will not 
be returned. 

6. All entries must be postmarked by August 15th, 1988. 

7. Employees of O'Brien and World Publications are ineligible to win. 

8. Prizes are non-transferable. 

9. All winning entrants must be able to provide negatives of their winning 
prints as proof of ownership and to be eligible for prizes, 

10. Enter as often as you like. 

11. Winners: allow 4-6 weeks for delivery of product. 


JULY 1988 


55 














' • ’ 4' 


by Eric Sanford 

hatever the reason, some¬ 
times you just have to buy 
additional boardsailing 
equipment... you "need" 
something more. Unfortu¬ 
nately, a trip to the local 
board shop can put you 
into immediate sticker 
shock. 

n What? $1,500 for just 
the board? No mast? No 
sail? What do I look like, I’m made of 
money?” 

“Well,” says the friendly store clerk, 
“there’s a swap meet in the park this 
Saturday. You might find a used board 
there. Or look on our bulletin board; I think 
Bill’s selling one of his boards. Or you 
could even try that used sporting equip¬ 
ment place over on 4th Avenue...! think 
it’s called Dork’s Used Stuff." 

You thank the friendly fellow and plot 
your course. But hey, you don’t really 
know that much about this stuff. What if 
the board you get turns out to be a real 
dog? Or the sail rips out the first time you 
try it? Or the mast breaks? What do you 
do then, bucko? 

So here are a few hints at what to look 
for when buying used gear. With a little 
research, a touch of bargaining, and 
perhaps some common sense thrown in 
for good measure, you might be able to 
find a great deal on some used equip¬ 
ment; maybe just what you’ve been look¬ 
ing for, but at half the price. 

DON’T WANNA BUY ME A DOG 

Buying a used board can be a great 


deal, especially if you’re just beginning to 
sail or if you’re not really sure what you are 
looking for in a custom board. But you 
can also be stuck with a real dog if you're 
not careful. 

There are basically two types of 
boards: production and custom. Most 
production boards are fairly well known- 
Fanatic, Mistral, F2, O’Brien, etc. If you 
know just the brand and model you’re 
looking for, then you’re ahead of the 
game already. Most companies don’t 
change their models every year, and 
even when they do, they may make only 
minor variations. 

A top-of-the-line production board 
will usually hold its value if it is reasonably 
well cared for. You can figure on a price 
around 20 to 40 percent lower than for a 
new board if the mode! you’re eyeing is 
only a year old. If the manufacturer no 
longer makes that model, then the price 
might be less than 50 percent of the 
original cost. 

So check old catalogs or ask around 
to find out just what the board you’re 
considering cost when new and how 
good a board it really is. If it’s a discon¬ 
tinued model, it may be a dog. But not 
always-sometimes it’s a real hot board 
that just didn't sell well or was too expen¬ 
sive to produce. 

Be sure to examine the shell thor¬ 
oughly. Look for dents, dings, soft spots, 
loose mast and fin boxes, ripped foot¬ 
straps, broken inserts, gouges that have 
been repaired, and any other signs of 
abuse. Be sure that the mast track 
doesn’t take some weird sort of universal, 


and if it does, make sure it can easily be 
replaced. And make sure the fin box is a 
standard size. 

Custom boards are somewhat harder 
to judge unless you know quite a bit about 
board design or know exactly what you 
are looking for. If you know the size and 
shape of board you want, then you just 
have to worry about the condition. Look 
for obvious patches that may hide major 
repairs. Look for stress fractures in the 
glass, soft spots (especially under the 
footstraps-these might be hidden by 
“Rad Pads” or similar foot cushions), and 
discoloration of the foam core, which 
might mean a leak. 

If you know just what shape you want, 
then you can just bring a tape measure 
and check the board out. Measure 
length, tail width (usually measured one 
foot from the tail), widest point width, and 
thickness. Curve of the rails, rocker, and 
hardness of the rails (are they sharp or 
rounded?) is something that takes a more 
experienced eye. If you’re not sure, then 
either have a knowledgeable friend help 
you or don’t buy the board! 

The final consideration about buying 
a used custom board is the make. Each 
area of the country has its share of cus¬ 
tom board shapes. Most of these build¬ 
ers are fairly small, producing perhaps 
200 to 400 boards a year. Some of these 
are exceptional, with designs incorporat¬ 
ing the latest in material technology and 
shape; some are average-certainly noth¬ 
ing wrong with them, but they may not be 
perfect for the sailing conditions of a 
different area; and some are marginal, 
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by Eric Sanford 

hatever the reason, some¬ 
times you just have to buy 
additional boardsailing 
equipment... you "need" 
something more. Unfortu¬ 
nately, a trip to the local 
board shop can put you 
into immediate sticker 
shock. 

n What? $1,500 for just 
the board? No mast? No 
sail? What do I look like, I’m made of 
money?” 

“Well,” says the friendly store clerk, 
“there’s a swap meet in the park this 
Saturday. You might find a used board 
there. Or look on our bulletin board; I think 
Bill’s selling one of his boards. Or you 
could even try that used sporting equip¬ 
ment place over on 4th Avenue...! think 
it’s called Dork’s Used Stuff." 

You thank the friendly fellow and plot 
your course. But hey, you don’t really 
know that much about this stuff. What if 
the board you get turns out to be a real 
dog? Or the sail rips out the first time you 
try it? Or the mast breaks? What do you 
do then, bucko? 

So here are a few hints at what to look 
for when buying used gear. With a little 
research, a touch of bargaining, and 
perhaps some common sense thrown in 
for good measure, you might be able to 
find a great deal on some used equip¬ 
ment; maybe just what you’ve been look¬ 
ing for, but at half the price. 

DON’T WANNA BUY ME A DOG 

Buying a used board can be a great 


deal, especially if you’re just beginning to 
sail or if you’re not really sure what you are 
looking for in a custom board. But you 
can also be stuck with a real dog if you're 
not careful. 

There are basically two types of 
boards: production and custom. Most 
production boards are fairly well known- 
Fanatic, Mistral, F2, O’Brien, etc. If you 
know just the brand and model you’re 
looking for, then you’re ahead of the 
game already. Most companies don’t 
change their models every year, and 
even when they do, they may make only 
minor variations. 

A top-of-the-line production board 
will usually hold its value if it is reasonably 
well cared for. You can figure on a price 
around 20 to 40 percent lower than for a 
new board if the mode! you’re eyeing is 
only a year old. If the manufacturer no 
longer makes that model, then the price 
might be less than 50 percent of the 
original cost. 

So check old catalogs or ask around 
to find out just what the board you’re 
considering cost when new and how 
good a board it really is. If it’s a discon¬ 
tinued model, it may be a dog. But not 
always-sometimes it’s a real hot board 
that just didn't sell well or was too expen¬ 
sive to produce. 

Be sure to examine the shell thor¬ 
oughly. Look for dents, dings, soft spots, 
loose mast and fin boxes, ripped foot¬ 
straps, broken inserts, gouges that have 
been repaired, and any other signs of 
abuse. Be sure that the mast track 
doesn’t take some weird sort of universal, 


and if it does, make sure it can easily be 
replaced. And make sure the fin box is a 
standard size. 

Custom boards are somewhat harder 
to judge unless you know quite a bit about 
board design or know exactly what you 
are looking for. If you know the size and 
shape of board you want, then you just 
have to worry about the condition. Look 
for obvious patches that may hide major 
repairs. Look for stress fractures in the 
glass, soft spots (especially under the 
footstraps-these might be hidden by 
“Rad Pads” or similar foot cushions), and 
discoloration of the foam core, which 
might mean a leak. 

If you know just what shape you want, 
then you can just bring a tape measure 
and check the board out. Measure 
length, tail width (usually measured one 
foot from the tail), widest point width, and 
thickness. Curve of the rails, rocker, and 
hardness of the rails (are they sharp or 
rounded?) is something that takes a more 
experienced eye. If you’re not sure, then 
either have a knowledgeable friend help 
you or don’t buy the board! 

The final consideration about buying 
a used custom board is the make. Each 
area of the country has its share of cus¬ 
tom board shapes. Most of these build¬ 
ers are fairly small, producing perhaps 
200 to 400 boards a year. Some of these 
are exceptional, with designs incorporat¬ 
ing the latest in material technology and 
shape; some are average-certainly noth¬ 
ing wrong with them, but they may not be 
perfect for the sailing conditions of a 
different area; and some are marginal, 
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lengthened significantly if you're always 
having to fiddle with all sorts of different 
sail styles. 

But what if you don't know just what 
you want? What if you’re just looking for 
a 5.5m to fill in the gap between your 4.7m 
and 6.2m? Or if you have to replace the 
sail your brother used as a drop cloth to 
paint his house? Now what do you do? 

Just like with boards, there are “pro¬ 
duction" sails (by such companies as 
Simmer, Pryde, Gaastra, North, etc.) and 
“custom" sails by many smaller sail lofts 
around the country (such as Northwave 
and Rushwind). 

If you're looking at a major brand- 
name sail, then either getting an old cata¬ 
log or asking the store personnel will 
usually give you the information you 
need. Just look at the condition of the sail 
and make sure it fits with your style of 
sailing. If you might not use a 7.8m sail 
more than five times a year, then getting 
a used one could be just the trick. But if 
you’re planning on blasting around on it 
every day, you might want to consider a 


due either to cheap construction tech¬ 
niques or poor design. 

Find out what the locals are using. 
See how they like the boards and, if 
possible, go to the factory or at least the 
shop that sells them and inquire a bit. 
Many times the board builder or shop 
personnel will actually know the history of 
a particular board. “You mean old Judd 
is finally selling that thing? Why that 
board's flown off his roof rack at least 15 
times!" 

And not to be forgotten is the potential 
resale value of this "new" board in the 
future: an off brand may be harder to 
unload even though it's a really good 
board. 

USED SAILS IN THE SUNSET 

Used sails are pretty easy to evaluate. 


Just like new ones, they come in a variety 
of shapes, sizes, colors, styles, and 
makes, and if you know just what you're 
looking for, then you just have to decide if 
the sail's in good shape and if the price is 
right. Look for blown-out stitching, badly 
scratched windows, delaminated mylar, 
broken battens or camber devices, and 
assorted rips and tears that may be easy 
or hard to repair. 

If you know the sail brand you want- 
let’s say you're just trying to fill in a gap in 
your quiver-then you can hunt around 
until you find it. But if you can't, then you 
may want to settle for another brand. I 
don't particularly recommend having a 
sail quiver with several different brands, 
but I have lots of friends who do, for one 
reason or another. 

The problem is that instead of a 
steady progression of mast and boom 
lengths, everything is different, some¬ 
times quite a bit so. Battens may be so 
different that if you break one you can't 
temporarily replace it with one from an¬ 
other sail. And your rigging time might be 
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new one. 

Generally speaking, used sail prices 
will be 30 to 50 percent below normal 
retail Discontinued, strange, or really 
trashed sails can run as little as $25, while 
top-name custom sails will hold their 
value to within 20 percent of retail. 

Most good mylar laminated sails will 
hold up for 50 to 75 days of hard sailing. 
After that they begin to “bag'’ out. The 
material stretches, the seams experience 
stress, the colors fade, and the draft may 
move around like a water balloon. Be 
sure to fully rig your used sail purchase 
before buying it to assure yourself that it 
has a good shape and doesn’t have any 
hidden defects you couldn’t see when it 
was flat. 

With custom sails, as with custom 
boards, ask around the area to see what 
the other sailors think of them. Do they 
hold up well? Is this $65 sail just some 
wild prototype that never worked well? Is 
the maker still in business? What did this 
sail go for when new? Do the colors 
match your mast pad 9 

Don’t necessarily shy away from a sail 
with an obvious problem-it may just be 
minor. Torn mast sleeves and scratched 
windows can usually be repaired 
cheaply, easily, and quickly. Are these 
problems a sign of general abuse or just 
the result of an isolated accident? 

As a last thought, be sure that you 
have a mast and boom to fit your 
purchase(s). Some older models had 
some rather bizarre cuts and might not fit 
your gear. Again, if possible, rig before 
you buy. 

A MAST FROM THE PAST 

When you finally discover that you 
need another mast, the price of that new 
four-pound, carbon-fiber stick may send 
you reeling. There are lots of reasons for 
buying another mast besides the fact that 
you may have broken the one you had. 
Different sails require different lengths, 
flex patterns, and stiffness; you may want 
a two-piece model for traveling; you may 
want a super-strong glass mast for the 
surf, and a super-light aluminum one for 
speed; or you may simply want a spare 
mast so that you can rig a second sail for 
those fluky up and down wind days. 

When someone sells a used mast, it's 
usually for a reason other than that they 
have quit sailing. Many top sailors and 
racers replace all their equipment every 
year even if they have hardly used it. 
Other times the masts are either bent, 
cracked, repaired, or shortened to a virtu¬ 
ally useless length. 

The standard mast length is 15 feet. 
While small sails (4.5m and smaller) may 
use a shorter mast, most also come 
equipped with adjustable heads so that 
they can be used with regular length 
masts. Many sails larger than 6.0m re¬ 
quire masts up to 16 feet, and some 
monster sails (8.0m and up) may require 
17-foot masts with two-foot extensions! 
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Truck Ruck 

ANOTHER QUALITY PRODUCT BY WINDSURFING BY MAIL 
Finally a 

you pick-up truck drivers, 
lift-out design lets you remove the 
WEEKENDER RACK easily. IV." 
square tubing ‘’pockets’' fit 
neatly out of the way in the front 
and rear corners of your truck 
bed without restricting rear 
loading. Telescoping top rails 
lock securely and extend from 
to 36". Includes tie down straps 
and board cushion pads. Order 
#4035004.. $149.00 

“SIDE-RACK” CONVERTIBLE RACK 
Used with almost any car or truck 
This is our own design and 
manufacture and will carry your 
board safely alongside the 
passenger’s door. It's complete 
with tiedown straps. Made of 
lightweight, strong, rustproof 
aircraft aluminum. Order 
#4035003... $59.00 



SAILBOARDS, INC. 

Engineered For The Demanding Sailor 


Factory: P O Box 3580-212 

Galveston Island, TX 77851 
409-744-1317 

Bus. Office 3355 Wesf Alabama Suit 
Houston, TX 77098 713-960-0275 
FAX NO 713-993-9248 


























What’s y c 
Quotient? 
^?/9e h a 

d'fferenc, 
Sa >fs and 


"-‘Zsxx 


So be sure you know what length you 
need. Don’t count on cutting down a 
longer mast, either: most masts are ta¬ 
pered, however slightly, at the base and 
cutting off six inches may prevent you 
from inserting your base. 

With aluminum masts, look mainly for 
major dents, crimps, and deep gouges. 
Most aluminum masts will develop a 
slight bend over time. This is not neces¬ 
sarily bad unless it is more than three to 
four inches over the length. Make sure 
that two-piece mast parts fit together 


easily and smoothly. Look for excessive 
wear around the boom area. 

Is there a shim sleeve "welded" into 
the bottom? If so, be sure that it fits your 
base with room to spare. In fact, be sure 
the mast fits your extendable base: there 
are lots of different diameters currently in 
use. 

The same type of basic examination ; 
should be done for glass masts. Look for* 
excessive wear around the boom area, 
both vertical and horizontal cracks, and 
depressions or soft areas If any of these 


appear, then don't buy the mast. Believe 
me, a few dollars saved is not nearly worth 
the aggravation and safety risk of a 
breakdown in the middle of the ocean. 

Don't necessarily shy away from 
buying a short mast, especially if you 
generally sail on small sails. Many times 
an extendable base will easily give it the 
required length to fit most, if not all, of your 
sails. And I have seen perfectly good 14- 
foot masts for $20. But also be aware that 
the mast might be 13 or 14 feet long 
because it has been broken. Be sure to 
look for telltale cracks at both ends that 
may indicate a less than perfect past. 

Used mast prices can range from 30 
to 60 percent below retail. With a little 
care, you can easily add one to your 
quiver with a minimum wallet bite. 


GET HIP TO YOUR GRIP 

When buying a used boom, it’s impor¬ 
tant to make sure that it is totally compat- 
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Books 
& Videos 



BOOKS 

Impact Zone. "This book is so hot 
and so wet you've gotta wear a 
protective helmet to read it!" —Drew 
Kampton, Windsurf Magazine. Get 
into the waves and culture of sailing 
in Maui, f. 1986, 121 pgs, color #45*0150 
T- Shirts #45-0155 

Performance Windsurfing with 
Mike Waltze. The ultimate 
funboard book bv "The King of 
Hookipa." Fun and informative 
guide for sailors in transition to short 
boards. «j 1985, 150 pgs, color #45-0136 

Sailboard Book. Contributions 
from top boardsailors and a super 
collection of boardsailing photographs. 
Covers basic skills, boards, sails, 
raging, surfing, freestyle, etc. <>1984, 
inopj&Color #45-0043 


Roger Jones Windsurfing. New, 
full color edition of a classic! Starts 
with basics. Includes sections on racing, 
funboards, wave sailing & jumping. 

^ 1985,127 pgs, color #45- 0180 


tor's Guide to the 
fan. Covers everything: 
ailing conditions, places to 
filing spots, safety tips, 
cal information. *01987,336 
z color #45*0230 

Windsurfing Catalog 

jtsbySerfiac&Kilwell; 
Hydrodynamics (Zed) & 
*d; Harnesses, Footstraps, 

Casuals by Da Kine Hawaii, 

Boots ft Gloves by R®^ 10 ' 
ts & Videos; Much more, 
pgs, color # 45*0002 


VIDEOS 

Impact Zone. "Windsurfing 
Rockumentary." Award winning 
original music with Clarence 
"Gatemouth" Brown in Hi-Fi Stereo. 
Creative & unusual. Features Mike 
Waltze, Mike Eskimo & Fred Havwood. 
55 min. VHS #45-2150 T-Shirts'available, 
call. Poster #45-2150-1 


Force 10: Sail the Gorge. If you travel 
to sail, you must sail the Gorge. If you're 
planning your first visit to the Gorge, 
vou should get this video! 

Hi-Fi Stereo 65 min. VHS #45-2020 


Boardsailing Year, Volume 2. A 
"Video Magazine" of the very best of 
the exciting and colorful world of 
international boardsailing. Bahamas, 
Hawaii. Franco, Canary islands. 
Curacao & more! 75 mm. VHS #45-2011 


Aloha Classic I. 1986 at Hookipa. 

Surf Slalom, Wave Riding and Expression 
Session Events plus highlights from Alpha 
Speed Week. 60 min. VHS #45-2060 


Aloha Classic II. "100 Minutes of 
the Most Radical Wavesailing Action 
Ever Filmed." Hi-Fi Stereo 100 min 
VHS #45-2062 


Hard Winds a Blowin.' "Nuclear 
winds and explosive sailing.. .The 
windsurfing video from the Gorge." 

60 min. VHS #45-2160 
Sorry, Videos arc not returnable . 

Dealer inquiries invitedl 


Distribute,! by: Win! Publi^ <? liivhion t „ 

0Murrays Marine 

P.o. Box 490, Carpinteria, CA 93013 
(805)684-8393 
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ible wilh your present system. This is not 
absolutely crucial, as you might find a 
great buy on that special boom for your 
8.2m monster, but it sure helps to have 
interchangeable ends and extensions. 

Look for gouged, torn, and dried-out 
grip. While you can add new grip material 
(see “Regripping Your Booms," April ’88), 
this is not an easy or fun job Check for 
dents in the boom arms and extensions 
and cracks in the plastic ends. 

Are the rivets tight? If not, they may be 
wearing large holes in the aluminum. 
Look inside the arms and parts. Are they 
badly corroded 9 If so, they may be on 
their way to cracking. 

How is the overall stiffness? Is the 
boom sloppy and flexible? If so, then it 
will probably be that way when rigged 
also. Check the pullies. Do the wheels 
turn easily, or are they worn, sloppy, or 
jammed tight? 

And how about the bend? Will it 
properly accommodate your sails? Many 
older booms are extremely narrow-the 
angle between the arms may be under 70 
degrees. These won't work well on 
today's full-cut sails, although they might 
work fine if you have some older ones. 
And a bend that’s too wide (more than 
105 degrees) may prove difficult to sail. 

You can usually pick up used booms 
for 40 to 50 percent below retail This can 
be a real deal, especially if your "new" 
booms match your present ones in make 
and style. 

YOU’D BETTER SHOP AROUND 

If you’re a reasonably careful shop¬ 
per, you can usually pick up great deals 
on used gear. Many sailboard shops 
have used gear departments that take in 
equipment on consignment, usually with 
a 15- to 20-percent commission. So you 
might be able to negotiate a better deal 
directly from an individual seller. 

Used equipment can range from vir¬ 
tually new, top-of-the-line gear sold by 
some guy who has too many toys, .to 
totally destroyed junk that only has value 
as dumpster fodder. Many people have 
a warped idea of what their equipment is 
worth. I have seen 10-year-old stock 
Windsurfers advertised for $600: 
“There's nothing wrong with this board. 
Why, I’ve used it for 10 years and it still 
works fine for me!” 

And many times you can get a great 
deal from a racer on the beach after the 
final event of the season. But not always. 
The most important concept to remember 
is: KNOW WHAT YOU'RE BUYING. 
Remember: you get what you pay for, 
and in the case of used equipment, if you 
find you don't like it, you’re usually stuck 
with it. Good shopping! • 


Eric Sanford is well-equipped to buy used 
gear. He currently sails and checks out sales 
in Hood River. Oregon. His quiver is bursting 
with all sorts of gear, and his bank account is 
seriously depleted as a result. 
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Build your own slalom or wave board using the 
same foam blanks as the pro’s. Now that you know 
what you want in a board but cannot find anyone to 
make one for you, it’s time you made your own. 
CLARK FOAM has always been the industry stan¬ 
dard for surfboards and windsurfers but has not 
always been extremely easy to get. NOW IT IS 
(through Windsurfing by Mail). Three sizes to 
choose from: 

8' 10" designed by Jimmy Lewis 
Order #4065100 

9'5" designed by Ed Angulo and Craig Maisonville 
Order #406510*1 

9'8" designed by Rick Naish and Harold Iggy 
Order #4065102 

Call today 1-800-THE SURF and order yours!!!! 



windsurfing 
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1-800-THE SORF 


6043 N.W. 167th ST.. MIAMI. FL 33015 
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Shred Waves, not Gear! 



Now you can permanently and easily repair: 

• TORN SAILS • SCUFFED BATTEN POCKETS • HULL LEAKS • WETSUITS • 
DAMAGED BOOM GRIPS • WORN BOOTIES • RIPPED FOOTSTRAPS • HARNESS 
STRAPS • GLOVES • FRAYED LINE ENDS • LOOSE SCREWS • COATS SHARP 
EDGES • GASKETS UNIVERSAL/MAST SHIMS • RESEALS MAST TIP & PLUGS • 

DISTRIBUTED BY: 

{^Murrays Marine 

805/684-8393 

■ Reader Service 31 1 
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Da Kine Hawaii, Inc. 
211 West Kuiaha Road 
Haiku, Hawaii 96708 
808 575 2495 


Da Kine Hawaii, Inc. 

408 Columbia Street 300 East 
Hood River, OR 97031 
503 386 3166 


Murrays Marine 
RO. Box 490 
Carpintera, CA 93013 
805 684 8393 
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L eft: Surf it! Shaka-Man Mark Angulo steps forward to hang five, 
while attempting to snag some time in the tube in this Ron 
Dahlquist sequence. Above: Mike Waltze blasts through the 
white water in this speed blur taken by Darrell Wong during the 
1988 Marui-O’Neill Invitational. 
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B elow: Erik Aeder zooms in on Dave Kalama as he carves a tight bottom 
turn before going up and out in this classic off-the-lip aerial re-entry. 
Above: “Going up, sir?” Robby Naish, captured here by Darrell 
Wong, completes a one-handed bottom turn and prepares to board the 
express elevator for a hair-raising ride up to the penthouse! Left: Sunstar 
snapped this unknown Wind Weapon pilot as he prepared to splash down on an 
aquatic runway in the tropics. 



Photo by Darrel Wong 
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M y mother doesn't understand 
my job. “Board testing seems 
like such a good time! You must 
get to sail so many fun boards." 

“Actually, Mom, we only 
sailed on eight funboards this 
year,” I replied, knowing that 
statement would be the start of a 
fun discussion. 

“You mean out of all the boards you 
tested you only found eight fun boards?” 

We went on like Abbott and Costello 
on a baseball diamond. I finally ex¬ 
plained that we only tested eight fun- 
boards, and that not all of them were even 
fun. 

“What’s a funboard, then?” she 
asked. 

I was afraid of that. I never should 
have started the conversation. The term 
“funboard" comes from the era when 
there were just one-designs and 
shortboards. No race boards, no slalom 


boards, no transition boards-we needed 
some fun boards. When someone got 
around to putting footstraps on boards 
with daggerboards, the funboard was 
born, and back then, any board with a 
daggerboard and footstraps was a fun¬ 
board. From the 13-footers down to little 
10 -footers, a funboard was the only thing 
going. 

The Europeans still call just about 
anything a funboard, but they classify 
their funboards by length in centimeters. 
For instance, funboards as we know them 
are called 340s, 350s, and 360s over 
there. Europe's biggest race, the "World 
Funboard Championship," is sailed on 
what we call race boards and what they 
call 375s. This year, the World Funboard 
Championships are going to be held in the 
US. I just hope the American team doesn't 
show up with a quiver of funboards, as we 
know them. 

Simply put, funboards are recrea¬ 


tional boards, and in the States, they are 
generally between 11 and 12 feet long, 
are 23 to 27 inches wide, and have from 
175 to 240 liters of volume. Essentially, 
a funboard is anything with footstraps 
and a daggerboard, with the major 
exceptions being race boards and tran¬ 
sition boards. 

“That still doesn't say what a fun¬ 
board is,” Mom cleverly pointed out. 

“Okay. A funboard is a board that a 
beginner can learn to sail on since it has 
softer rails, yet one that he won't outgrow 
since it has features that allow it to be 
sailed in high winds. Although it is not as 
easy to learn on as an entry-level board, 
and not as fast or 'turny' as some of the 
smaller boards, it represents a happy 
medium; and for most people, who don’t 
want to be buying a new board every few 
months, it is perfect." 

“You mean everyone doesn’t get a 
new board every few months?" 
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I really never should have started. 

Interpreting the Objective Data 

I cannot stress strongly enough how 
important the "vital statistics" section of 
the tests is in choosing a board for your¬ 
self. We could have named it just “statis¬ 
tics," but then no one would look at it. 

To secure these indispensable meas¬ 
urements, we brought in technical editor 
Pat LeMehaute for the job. Pat is the only 
world-class windsurfer I know of who 
carries hydraulics, electronics, load 
cells, and a portable computer around 
with him as well as a complete quiver of 
sailing gear. It’s lucky for us, though, 
because without the set-up Pat calls the 
HTD (Hydraulic Testing Device) we 
would be forced just to take the 
manufacturer's word for how a board 
measures up. From volume measure¬ 
ments accurate up to .1 liter and weight 
measurements to .05 pounds to our 


unprecedented impact resistance tests, 
where we actually measure the force 
needed to put a hole in the board, these 
are the statistics that ultimately can deter¬ 
mine how well a board will suit your 
needs. 

First, and most obvious of the meas¬ 
urements, is length. While we try to group 
boards of similar lengths for each issue, it 
is more important to group boards by 
function. Therefore, in this group, we 
have funboards ranging from 10'6' to 12 
feet. Length is less critical to funboards 
than it is to shortboards. For funboards, 
an 11-footer and a 12-footer may essen¬ 
tially sail the same. By contrast, in the 
nine-foot range, three inches makes a 
noticeable difference. In general, a 
longer board will probably sail better 
upwind due to its increased wetted sur¬ 
face, and a shorter board will most likely 
be more maneuverable. These are not 
guarantees, though, as all the other 


measurements, as well as rail profile and 
rocker line, must be taken into account. 

Next is the width. The wider the board 
is, the more stable it will be, and width is 
an aid to early planing. On the other hand, 
a narrower board will hold better in high 
winds, so width is really a more telling 
statistic than length in many cases. 

Naturally, we measure volume. This is 
done by sinking the boards using a hy¬ 
draulic ram, then measuring the buoyant 
force produced with two electrically acti¬ 
vated load cells. Using Archimedes’ 
principle, which states that the weight of 
the displaced water is equal to the buoy¬ 
ant force (force measured on the load 
cells plus the weight of the board), and 
factoring in the density of the water at the 
given temperature, it was possible to 
calculate the volume to an accuracy o 
one-tenth of a liter. Volume is given in 
liters, but no one I know of knows how 
many liters he wants his prospective 
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board to displace. For this reason, we 
give the buoyant force. 

Buoyant force is what we really meas¬ 
ured to calculate volume. This figure will 
give you an idea as to how much weight 
the board could support before sub¬ 
merging. Although the figures may look 
high, keep in mind that you must add in 
the weight of the board and rig as well as 
yourself to see how much weight you will 
be putting on the board when it's at rest. 

Weight in longboards is crucial to 
performance. It’s more important to have 
a light board than it is to lose a few pounds 
yourself. A light board feels lively, so 
weight is often the telling statistic in quick¬ 
ness to plane and acceleration. We 
measured weight by placing each board 
as sailed (including straps, skeg, and 
daggerboard) on an aluminum frame that 
was supported by the two load cells. The 
computer simply read the force on the 
cells, and gave us a weight with an accu¬ 
racy of at least .05 pounds. 

Stiffness, like weight, can make a 
board quick to accelerate and lively. 
However, for a recreational sailor, the 
stiffest board may not be the best, since 
it provides such a rough ride. We meas¬ 
ured the stiffness of each board by sup¬ 
porting it on a frame, six inches from the 
nose and tail, and then measuring the 
force required to deflect the boards one 
half of one inch. The formula devised by 


LeMehaute, (displacement)/(distance 
between supports)=constant, guaran¬ 
teed that the flex we measured on the 
center of each board was the same re¬ 
gardless of the board's length. To indi¬ 
cate stiffness, we list the board’s rating, 
relative to the rest of the group, as well as 
the force needed for the displacement. 

For the impact resistance tests, 
LeMehaute’s skill was at its pinnacle. The 
impact consisted of a 3/8-inch bolt con¬ 
nected to a hydraulic jack, which in turn 
was connected to the load cells, which 
were connected to the computer bone. 
None of the primitive "drop-a-bearing- 
from-a-ladder" stuff here. Pat devised a 
program that allowed the jack to put 
pressure on the bolt, pushing it into the 
skin of the board until it broke through. 

The computer, taking 10 readings per 
second, would register the exact pres¬ 
sure needed to break the skin by cutting 
off once the abrupt change in pressure 
occurred. Of course, for consistency, we 
measured the impact at the same place 
for each board: right where the boom hits 
the deck when you get pitched. The 
readings were taken in pounds per 
square inch, but we list the relative order 
the impact occurred in, with first being the 
toughest board. While this statistic 
doesn’t indicate how the board will sail, it 
certainly does indicate how long the 
board will last. 





Board 

Length 

Width 

Volume 

Weight 

asSailed 

Stiffness 

Impact 

Resistance 

Bic Salsa 

106* 

23' 

1951. 

32.4 lbs. • 

2nd 101 lbs. 

7th 1650 psl 

Fanatic Lite Viper 

11'3' 

2T 

1871. 

31.9 lbs. 

3rd 79 lbs. 

8th 1420 psi 

HiFly Nova 

12’ 

2T 

2171. 

40.1 lbs. 

7th 34 lbs. 

3rd 2310 psl 

HIFIy Spirit 

ivy 

25.5‘ 

1831. 

35.2 lbs. 

6th 35 lbs. 

3rd 2310 psi 

Klepper 346 

ivy 

25* 

1741. 

33.6 lbs. 

5th 59 lbs. 

2nd 2760 psi 

Mistal Pandera 

11'6‘ 

25* 

1921. 

32.5 lbs. 

1st 115 lbs. 

1st 3430 psi 

O'Brien Sensation 

ivy 

26.5- 

2241. 

42.7 lbs. 

7th 34 lbs. 

5th 1842 psi 

Sailboard 360 TD 

II 

irio* 

26* 

1921. 

35.8 lbs. 

4th 75 lbs. 

6th 1665 psi 


Finally, after listing the manufact¬ 
urer’s description of the materials used, 
and the bottom shape of the boards, we 
list the warranty and price. Most every¬ 
one is offering at least a year’s warranty 
against manufacturer’s defects, with 
one going as high as five years. Prices 
shown include the various rigs available, 
but this will probably differ from dealer to 
dealer. 

A Testy Crew 

Really, though, you can only get so 
much out of data. You want to know how 
the boards feel. For this, we used hu¬ 
mans, not some contraption Pat 
dreamed up in some boring engineering 
class. All the sailors I had were excellent 
in analyzing a board’s strengths and 
weaknesses Their weights ranged from 
that of our lightweight, Melissa Kerr, at 
115 pounds, to our heavyweight, Norm 
Kelner, at a solid 194. In between are the 
veterans from the race board tests, 
Nasser Issa, at 145, and Charles Dasher, 
at 170. I just hope their moms are not as 
inquisitive as mine. 

Melissa Kerr hails from Ft. Walton 
Beach, Florida, sailing there with such 
notables as Olympic contender Mike 
Gebhardt. Melissa has windsurfed 
extensively throughout Florida since 
1983, and now lives in La Jolla, Califor¬ 
nia, and sails all the waters from southern 
Baja to L.A, When longboarding, she 
mostly sails her one-design, or a race 
board, but she still knows how to put a 
funboard through its paces. 

Nasser Issa is the most mobile of any 
of the testers. He is from Nebraska, and 
has sailed throughout the Midwest, but 
now resides in Miami, after a four-month 
stint in St. Thomas. Charles Dasher is our 
token average-weight, but is by no 
means an average sailor. With just four 
years of sailing experience, Dasher has 
mastered all aspects of the sport, but is 
still new enough to remember what a 
beginner needs. 

Finally, and new for the funboards, is 
Norman Kelner. Norm has been sailing 
for four years in the Florida Keys, so 
that's year-round years. Norm is espe¬ 
cially good at noticing what works for 
bigger sailors, and why it works well. 

Once again, the tests were con¬ 
ducted in the Florida Keys-you know, 
the place that your weatherman points 
out as the warmest in the country all 
winter. What he neglects to point out, 
though, is the excellent sailing condi¬ 
tions that co-exist with the warmth. We 
skimmed these boards over the warm, 
clear waters in winds ranging from zero 
to 30 knots. Among the 30 boards we 
had with us, we had nothing without a 
daggerboard, so when the wind really 
picked up, we hung with the longboards 
to see if they really could provide fun in all 
conditions. We were all pleasantly sur¬ 
prised. 
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HIFLY NOVA 


MANUFACTURER'S COMMENTS: 

The Nova is the basic HiFly funboard. 
It's long, wide, and stable, yet offers lively 
performance. It is recommended for 
beginners and occasional sailors. At just 
$595 retail, this is an exceptional value in 
today's market. 

Melissa Kerr: The Nova doesn't pre¬ 
tend to be something that it isn't. It is a 
big, heavy, solid board that is extremely 
stable and durable. While it does not get 
on a solid plane too easily due to its heavy 
weight, it does sail along easily at sub¬ 
planing speeds. For someone my size, 
the board gets a little unruly at high 
speeds, but it's still a lot better and more 
versatile than the old beginner boards 
that were virtually unmanageable at any 
speed. For someone interested in a 
board to learn and beat around on, this 
seems like a fine package. 

Nasser Issa: This is a good beginner 
board that can also be enjoyed in moder¬ 
ate winds. The board is stable and has an 
advanced sail design that feels powerful. 
The hull’s weight is good considering its 
durable construction. The footstraps are 
comfortable and stiff, and the mast track 


HIFLY NOVA 

Best Feature 

Durability 

Worst Feature 

Flexibility 


works fairly well, although it is somewhat 
difficult to press the pedal low enough to 
release the car. It has an advanced 
planing hull shape and a good sail with 
excellent components. I recommend this 
board for beginners who plan to keep 
their boards for a while. 

Charles Dasher: The HiFly Nova per¬ 
forms very well in its designed wind 
range. As an all-around board, this board 
does what it should. It is very floaty and 
stable for light-wind sailing. Longboard 
jibes are easy if you can maintain your 
traction on the semi-slippery deck. The 
Nova seems very flexible and absorbs 
chop as it slowly reaches planing speed. 

I think that if the footstraps were left off this 
board, it would be more fun in the light air 
it seems to have been designed for. 
Then, if the wind really comes up, you can 
always put them back on. 

Norman Kelner: This is a very big and 
stable board that feels fast in non-planing 
conditions, but is not a lot of fun in higher 
winds. It has lots of volume and is good 
for tacking. It goes upwind pretty well, but 
the hull is flexible in the chop, which 
detracts from its speed; the tri-concave 
does dampen the ride somewhat. It is a 
very good board for beginners. 

SUMMARY: 

In a market of high-tech, high-cost 
equipment, it is'a relief to know there are 
boards made with current technology 
that are still durable and affordable 


enough to allow anyone to enjoy 
windsurfing. The Nova’s tri-concave 
gives the hull moderately quick planing 
capabilities, but, more importantly, it 
makes the hull stable while planing. At 27 


VITAL STATISTICS 


Length: 12' 

Width: 27* 

Volume: 217 liters 

Buoyant Force: Fresh: 440 lbs. Salt: 
453 lbs. 

Weight: 40.1 lbs. 

Stiffness: 7th (34 lbs. for .5' deflection) 
Impact Resistance: Equal 3rd (2310 
psi) 

Bottom Shape: Tri-concave 

Construction: Blow-molded 

polypropylene 

Warranty: One year 

Price: $595 for Easy Version; $795 for 

Nova Extra w/Fun Wing Rig 


inches wide, this board is not as stable as 
we expected, but it is by no means tippy. 
The Nova's rig perfectly matches the 
performance of the board. The Extra rig 
is light and easy to rig, yet is stable 
enough to be fun in moderate winds. It is 
hard to criticize a board that does what it 
was designed to do so well, as the Nova 
completely meets the needs of the occa¬ 
sional recreational sailor. The mast track 
may be a little difficult to use, but, overall, 
the components seem very nice. We can 
easily recommend this board as a first 
board for a heavier person, or as a family- 
type board, but it's not for someone inter¬ 
ested in performance or who plans to use 
the board in heavy chop. 
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STATISTICS 


Length- 1V9' 

Width: 26.5" 

Volume: 224 liters 

Buoyant Force- Fresh: 434 lbs. Salt: 
447 lbs. 

Weight: 42.7 lbs. 

Stiffness. Equal 7th (34 lbs. for .5" 
deflection) 

Impact Resistance: 5th (1842 psi) 
Bottom Shape: Straight vee 
Construction: Roto-molded 
polyethylene 
Warranty: Five years 
Price: $699 w/5.4 Sport rig 


O BRIEN SENSATION XL P.L.P. 


MANUFACTURER'S COMMENTS: 

The new Sensation XL P.L.P. is a re¬ 
design of the O'Brien Sensation. Without 
detracting from the easy handling and 
amazing versatility of the Sensation. 
O’Brien has drawn the stern in and 
streamlined the bow. The result is 
smoother sailing performance, lighter 
board weight, and more stability and 
control at higher speeds. The Sensation 
XL P.L.P. makes a great first sailboard, 
because as you add other sailboards to 
your quiver, you can take your Sensation 
XL components with you. And on those 
light-wind days, or when you want to do 
freestyle and just play around on a 
sailboard, the Sensation XL P.L.P. will 
always be ready. 

Melissa Kerr: This board is really easy 
to sail in any type of light-wind conditions. 
It feels a lot like the Windsurfer One-De¬ 
sign, but it gets planing more quickly, has 
more volume, and is a little easier to 
control in high winds. For freestyle, tan¬ 
dem sailing, or any recreational use, this 


O'BRIEN SENSATION XL P.L.P. 

Best Features 

Stability for 
beginners 

Freestyle ability 

Wont Feature 

Narrow bow 


is a perfect board. It snap jibes very well, 
and has soft rails for railrides without shin 
bruises. As for the sail, the 5.4 is very 
light, and not really powerful enough for 
more serious sailing, but is good for 
teaching and you can leave it rolled on 
the mast! There is nothing fancy about 
this board, but it is still a lot of fun. 
Nasser Issa: For the advanced sailor, 
this is a great choice for freestyle. For the 
beginner, this board is extremely stable 
and durable. The Sensation has good 
non-skid and is seamless, which is impor¬ 
tant for a board like this. The rig is very 
light and soft, and complements the 
package well. Naturally, this board has a 
fairly limited wind range due to its shape 
and sail design. The sail is too soft to 
maintain a good shape in moderate 
winds. This is the kind of board that is 
good for learning on, then usually is 
stored or sold after the sailor progresses. 
However, for the sailor smart enough to 
hold onto this package, he can bring it 
back out after he has mastered more 
advanced boards and still enjoy a bit of 
good, clean, fun freestyling. 

Charles Dasher: Sailing the Sensa¬ 
tion, I could not help but think back to the 
dawn of my boardsailing years. This 
board's lack of footstraps and its soft, 
light sail are a nice change of pace. The 
Sensation is really fun for doing long- 


board-style jibes, and I could not help but 
try a few freestyle tricks. Tacking this 
board is easy, as a result of its soft rails, 
but I think the board could use a little more 
width through the nose for increased 


stability. The Sensation is a great board 
for the family, the summertime recrea¬ 
tional sailor, or just getting back to your 
roots. 

Norman Kelner: This is basically a be¬ 
ginner board. It really has limited poten¬ 
tial to go very fast in high winds, but in 
sub-planing conditions, it is a lot of fun. 
The deck is excellent for a board of this 
construction. When tacking, you need to 
be a little quicker than you might expect 
because the bow is somewhat “sinky.” 
However, there is plenty of volume 
through the stern, which makes the board 
easy to stand on at low speeds. 

SUMMARY: 

Although this is more an entry-level 
board than a funboard, and since it has 
round, freestyle rails rather than down, 
hard ones, this board does not dominate 
the performance category. However, in 
light air, the testers had to fight to get time 
on the Sensation, as it certainly domi¬ 
nates the “fun” category. On warm sum¬ 
mer days with light breezes, there isn’t a 
better board, but, unfortunately, this 
board will more often than not be written 
off as a beginner board. It is certainly true 
that this board is excellent for teaching 
and learning on. The non-slippery deck is 
uncluttered by footstraps, the hull is ex¬ 
tremely stable, and the rig is nice and 
light. For advanced sailors, this board 
pivot jibes as well as any longboard ever 
produced, and it is truly unbeatable for 
freestyling. The only problem with this 
hull is that the bow is pulled in to reduce 
its tendency to slap chop, but this makes 
tacking a bit difficult, especially for heav¬ 
ier sailors. However, this is a minor prob¬ 
lem, and this board is perfect for what it is 
designed for. It's simple, unpretentious, 
and, basically, fun. 
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MANUFACTURER'S COMMENTS: 

The Spirit is a new board in the Malibu 
class (330 cm). The complete new de¬ 
sign emphasizes double-concave chan¬ 
nel construction with sharp rails, and is 
not often found in boards under $1,000. 
The components include a rugged vario 
boom, epoxy mast, and camber induced 
Speed Lite sail, which makes it one of the 
best values in the industry 
Melissa Kerr: Considering that this 
board is plastic, it really is pretty good. It 
is possible for someone my size to learn 
on this hull, yet it is also capable of going 
pretty fast when the water is flat. In 
choppy conditions, the Spirit’s ride is 
rough because it is so flexible. More 
performance oriented than the hull, the 
external cambered sail has good power 
and rotates easily. For the price, this is a 
good package for the weekend sailor 
who wants a board for a variety of condi¬ 
tions, but it is not for someone with 
hardcore performance on his or her mind. 
Nasser Issa: The Spirit is a very stable 
board to sail. The hull shape and design 
are very impressive to me, and, in my 
opinion, make this board perform better 
than most plastic boards. The compo¬ 
nents on the Spirit, such as the mast 
track, footstraps, and booms, also work 
fairly well. Furthermore, the externally 
cambered sail seems fast on all points of 
sail. However, in choppy conditions, the 
Spirit loses some of its performance 
because of its lack of stiffness. The board 
tends to occilate going to weather, and 
does not come up on a plane extremely 
early. Tacking and jibing are both 
average, and stability is this board’s 
strongest asset. This board would be a 
great choice for those who want a shorter 
all-around funboard. 

Charles Dasher: The Spirit is a little 
difficult to sail. It is hard to get it to round 
up and tack because its rails are so hard, 
but the daggerboard works easily, and 
the board is best sailing to windward. 
Sailing off the wind, you have to keep your 
weight back in order to jibe the board 
well, but then it tends to lose its plane. For 
durability, it seems to me this board can't 
•be beat. For someone who sails at gnarly 
launches or who wants an all-around 
board for occasional sailing, the Spirit is 
fine. 

Norman Kelner: Overall, this is a slow 
board, it's not an early planer, and it's 


heavy and flexible. 

It is a lot of work for 

HIFLY SPIRIT 

Best Features 

Worst Feature 

Hard rails 

Flexibility 

Pointing ability 




HIFLY SPIRIT 


someone of my size to sail because it is 
difficult to get on a plane. It does point 
well because it has very hard rails and a 
double-concave design, but it is not really 
too interesting for me to sail. The nose of 
this board is fairly narrow, and this, com¬ 
bined with the slippery deck, makes the 
Spirit difficult to tack. 


sailor can learn on and grow into without 
longing for a new board. One especially 
nice feature in this package is the 
externally cambered sail, which the test¬ 
ers found to be easy to sail, yet powerful. 
While this board can handle any condi¬ 
tions, it is best in the moderate range with 
lighter sailors. 


SUMMARY: 

Like most plastic boards, the Spirit's 
performance is not overwhelming, but it's 
a solid performer in moderate wind condi¬ 
tions. The finishing on this board is excel¬ 
lent, and it has the hardest rails imagin¬ 
able. While this provides good water 
release, the heavier testers found it diffi¬ 
cult to get the Spirit to really move them, 
largely due to the weight/stiffness ratio. 
Since the Spirit has moderately high 
weight for its stiffness, it needs decent 
winds and small chop to perform up to its 
potential. Unfortunately, with most wind 
comes chop, and the Spirit suffers. For a 
lightweight sailor, though, this board gets 
moving easily, and is the type of board a 


VITAL STATISTICS 


Length: 11 '5‘ 

Width: 25.5- 
Volume: 183 liters 

Buoyant Force: Fresh: 369 lbs. Salt: 
380 lbs. 

Weight: 35.2 lbs. 

Stiffness: 6th (35 lbs. for .5* deflection) 
Impact Resistance: Equal 3rd (2310 
psi) 

Bottom Shape: Double-concave 
Construction: Blow-molded polypro¬ 
pylene 

Warranty: One year 

Price: $999 w/Spirit Speed Lite; $895 

w/Spirit Fun 
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This board is very impressive and will 
make a great unit for beginner to ad¬ 
vanced sailors 

Norman Kelner: I really enjoyed sail¬ 
ing this board. In higher winds and 
choppy seas, the Pandera excels. It is 
fast on all points of sail, but its very narrow 
tail, which can come off a plane, makes it 
hard to really dig into turns. It has excel¬ 
lent acceleration because the hull is very 
stiff. I also enjoyed the performance of the 
6.2 m2 sail, which handles well and 
closes off the gap. If this board has any 
fault, it is that it is a little narrow to be very 
stable, but this also gives it an excellent 
top-end-reminded me of the Equipe. This 
is a great funboard, and might even be a 


MISTRAL PANDERA 


MANUFACTURER'S COMMENTS: 

The Pandera is a completely new model 
designed to improve on the Malibu's 
legendary performance. Its fast shape 
incorporates the latest outline from Rick 
Naish. It's speedy and maneuverable, 
yet its UDS composite construction 
makes it durable. The triple-concave 
bottom with speed dent makes it plane 
easily in under 12 knots. This will be the 
best-selling funboard in the Mistral line in 
1988. 

Melissa Kerr: Why doesn't everyone 
make boards like this? The Pandera is an 
exceptionally nice-riding and well-con¬ 
structed board. It is quick to plane and 
extremely fast on a broad reach. The 
mast track is easy to adjust into an infinite 
number of positions, and the way the 
daggerboard adjusts and performs 
makes others pale in comparison. This 
board has no weak points in my mind. It 
will make beginners progress at a faster 


MISTRAL PANDERA 

Best Features 

Versatility 

Speed on all points 
of sail 

Sailing comfort 

Worst Features 

None 


rate since everything works so well, and 
advanced sailors will appreciate its 
speed and carving abilities. 

Nasser Issa: The Pandera is a mini¬ 
ature Equipe. The two share outlines and 
bottom shapes, but the Pandera has 
softer rails and incorporates a speed 
dent. While the softer rails make this 
board fun and enhance its jibing abilities, 
the speed dent is not really noticeable. 
Where the Pandera really shines is in its 
upwind ability. It has a full-sized, super¬ 
stiff blade and weatherstraps. The hull is 
also very stiff and does not vibrate while 
cutting through the chop. The rig is an 
RAF slalom design that is light, but not too 
powerful. However, the booms and other 
components are great. This is a great all- 
around funboard for smaller people or 
those who don't want a full-sized board. 
Charles Dasher: The Pandera is a 
pleasure to sail. Heading off the wind, 
this board flies and feels quite lively. 
Jibing the Pandera is almost as much fun 
as sailing it on a reach. The board is un¬ 
believably fast, and it cuts easily through 
the bigger chop. I also found the Pan¬ 
dera to round up and tack without diffi¬ 
culty. The rig only adds to the excellent 
performance of the Pandera, and the 
track and daggerboard work perfectly. 


STATISTI 


Length: 1V6’ 

Width: 25" 

Volume: 192 liters 

Buoyant Force: Fresh: 392 lbs. Salt; 
404 lbs. 

Weight: 32.5 lbs. 

Stiffness: 1st (115 lbs. for .5" deflection) 
Impact Resistance: 1st (3430 psi) 
Bottom Shape: Tri-concave with speed 
dent 

Construction: UDS composite 
Warranty: One year 
Price: $1,495 complete w/5.7, 6.2, or 
6.8 m2 rig 


great race board for a smaller person in 
high winds. 

SUMMARY: 

This is a model funboard: it's quick to 
plane, fast, turns well, is stiff, fairly light, 
extremely durable, predictable, and even 
inexpensive. Without a doubt, the Pan¬ 
dera is the culmination of all of Mistral's 
expertise. This, the newest longboard in 
their line, has all angles wired. First off, 
the componentry is a dream. The dagger- 
board stays up when you want it up, yet 
remains simple to work. The track simply 
glides with the touch of a toe, and the 
footstraps were comfortable and well 
placed for all the testers. As for the hull's 
performance, it is stable enough for an 
athletic person to learn on, and is by no 
means the type of board one outgrows. A 
sailor at any level could benefit by having 
a Pandera in his quiver. With the board's 
impressive speed, it could be raceable in 
high winds-especially for lighter sailors. 
With its decreased wetted surface, it 
could be surprisingly competitive on a 
windy course. However, the niche for this 
board is on “Anylake, USA," since it can 
really handle anything thrown at it. Simply 
put, this may be the finest funboard ever 
produced. The Pandera does it all. 
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work, with the exception of the straps, 
which are a little difficult to adjust. The 
spiral booms are micro-adjustable, but 
it’s difficult to figure out where to set each 
arm. As for the sail, we found the NPU 
Ultra Speed to have a nice outline for 
raking back, and it’s light and fast for 
jibing. Overall, this board only really 
excels at higher speeds, but does every¬ 
thing else well enough to make it a solid 
package. 


VITAL STATISTICS 


Length: 1V5" 

Width: 25- 
Volume: 174 liters 

Buoyant Force: Fresh: 351 lbs. Salt: 362 
lbs. 

Weight: 33.6 lbs. 

Stiffness: 5th (59 lbs. for .5* deflection) 
Impact Resistance: 2nd (2760 psi) 
Bottom Shape: Triple-concave with vee 
Construction: Epoxy foam sandwich, 
polycarbonate skin, PU core 
Warranty: One year 

Price: $1,885 w/Soft Wing; $2,035 w/Ultra 
Speed 


MANUFACTURER'S COMMENTS: 

The 346 is the ultimate funboard. It’s 
small enough to be fun when the wind 
blows and big enough to be fun when it 
doesn't. The radical triple-concave bot¬ 
tom lifts it onto an early plane and the vee 
in the tail keeps it smooth and control¬ 
lable at high speeds. The 346 has high- 
wind racing potential, but is designed to 
fill every niche, from family funboard to 
high speed course board. 

Melissa Kerr: This is an enjoyable 
board. It is very fast going off the wind 
and is fun to jibe. Everything about the 
package is nice. The straps are nicely 
placed, which enabled me to use both 
sets depending on the wind, the dagger- 
board is very good and easy to adjust, the 
deck is non-abrasive, yet has good trac¬ 
tion, and the track is easy to adjust. This 
board is well balanced, and would be 
easy to learn on. The rails are beautifully 
finished, with a perfect edge that helps 
give this board good speed, but they 
certainly make the nose sticky coming 
around on a tack. I also enjoyed the rig, 
but, unfortunately, it does not come with 
an aluminum mast, which would give the 
sail some much-needed roach tension 
and make the rig lighter. Otherwise, this 
board is good for anyone’s needs. 
Nasser Issa: This board is undeniably 
fast and stable, but I did not really enjoy 
sailing it. It is a bit heavy and not very stiff, 
so it doesn’t feel very loose or lively. To 
windward, the board sails too flat to point 
high, but on the other hand, it is very 
stable and easy to sail on all points of sail. 
The rig is very powerful and well put 
together, except for the spiral boom ad¬ 
justment. It is difficult to make both sides 
an even length. 

Charles Dasher: The Klepper 346 is 
a good board when sailing off the wind. 
However, even with good speed, the 
board does not have a very loose feel to 
it. Going upwind, the board tends to be 
a little slow. The mast track works very 
well and the dagggerboard can be 
moved up and down with ease. This 
board is a little tippy when tacking, and it 
is really not too impressive on the turns. 
The 346 is an average all-around fun¬ 
board that performs best in a straight line 
going off the wind. 

Norman Kelner: As an all-around fun¬ 
board, the 346 seems very good on all 
points of sail. It sails well in light to 


KLEPPER 346 


Bast Features Worst Feature 

Speed off the Flexibility 

wind 

Graphics 


KLEPPER 346 


moderate conditions, makes smooth 
jibes, and is easy to tack. Its construction 
seems excellent-especially the non-skid 
deck. The track and daggerboard are 
very easy to adjust, and its 5.9 Ultra 
Speed sail closes off the gap perfectly. 
This board is a lot of fun to sail. It is fast, 
stable, and has an excellent top-end. I 
can highly recommend both the board 
and the rig for anyone sailing in the 12- to 
18-knot range. 

SUMMARY: 

Without a doubt, this board takes top 
honors in the graphics department for the 
year. Its flashy yellow color complements 
the fine speed we found this board to 
exhibit while sailing off the wind. Norman, 
our heavyweight, was especially im¬ 
pressed with this board, leading us to 
believe that heavier people can get the 
most out of the hull. However, this 
board's best point is that it is easy to make 
go fast. It seems to have a very large 
“sweet spot,” which means virtually any¬ 
one could hop on the 346 and have a 
good time. The componentry is easy to 
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BIC SALSA 


MANUFACTURER’S COMMENTS: 

The Salsa is an excellent all-around 
cruiser. With a high-liter volume and thick 
boxy rails, the Salsa provides superb 
light-air and upwind performance. Off the 
wind, the quadro-concave hull and flat 
rocker profile offer a combination of 
speed and stability. 

Melissa Kerr: This board offers a pre¬ 
dictable ride. It seems quick to plane and 
has average speed off the wind, but is by 
no means overwhelming in either cate¬ 
gory. The Salsa is a little narrow for its 
volume, which makes it a bit unstable, 
and. therefore, relatively difficult to tack 
for a beginner. At high speeds, this board 
feels comfortable, since the straps are 
well-placed and the rounded pin tail cuts 
easily through any chop. On our test 
board, the major downfall was the 


BIC SALSA 

Bait Features 

Quickness to plane 
High volume-to- 
length ratio 

Worst Features 

Top-end speed 

Short radius jibes 


operation of the daggerboard. The mast 
track was also difficult to work, since the 
sailor must be directly on top of the pedal 
to make it work. However, the rig is easy 
to put together, and is nice and light for its 
size. 

Nasser Issa: This board is fun and 
easy to learn shortboarding on. It seems 
fairly quick to plane considering its 
length. I like the way this board feels for 
just playing around, but it is not extremely 
fast. Since it has good flotation, and is 
short, it is easy to learn to carve jibes on. 
However, the componentry is rather 
flimsy. The mast track pedal should be 
tapered, rather than square, to make it 
easy on the foot, and the mast foot con¬ 
nection seems difficult to work. The new 
Da Kine footstraps are a nice addition, 
but they stretch when you really pull on 
them in chop hops. 

Charles Dasher: The Bic Salsa could 
best be described as light and chunky, 
but it is not a searing hot mixture. It took 
me a while to get the flavor of this board, 
but with practice, it is fun to jibe and quite 
easy to get on a plane. I like the way this 


board snap jibes in light air, but it may be 
tricky for a beginner to get used to a short 
buoyant board like this. It is good for 
medium weights like myself to have 
around for moderate winds, since the 
board realizes most of its potential in 
winds of around 15 knots. 

Norman Kelner: This is a good light- 
air board for the heavier sailor because of 
its high volume. The thick rails give it 
good upwind characteristics, but they 
also make carving jibes a little tricky. The 
key to turning this board is to draw out 
long, wide turns. Off the wind, the Salsa 
does not feel too fast, and in high winds, 
it seems to reach its top-end quickly, then 
really go no faster. For me, the straps are 
set too far back to use unless it is really 


VITAL STATISTICS 


Length: 10'6’ 

Width: 23' 

Volume: 195 liters 

Buoyant Force: Fresh: 399 lbs. Salt- 
411 lbs. 

Weight: 32.4 lbs. 

Stiffness: 2nd (101 lbs. for .5’ 
deflection) 

Impact Resistance: 7th (1650 psi) 
Bottom Shape: Quadro-concave 
Construction: Ace Tec Carbon/Kevlar 
Warranty: One year 
Price: Hull only: $849 


blowing hard. The rig, though, is easy to 
handle. This board is best suited for a 
beginner because it gets planing fairly 
quickly, and is easy to get back upwind. 

SUMMARY: 

This is a unique board. Rather than 
making a big board and trying to give it 
the characteristics of a shorter one, Bic 
has come out with a board that is only 
10'6' but has the volume of a board a foot 
longer. The shorter length gives this 
board a maneuverability that everyone 
felt was fun, and the buoyancy was suffi¬ 
cient for sailors around 200 pounds. 
Everyone feels this is a good all-around 
board that is especially useful for some¬ 
one interested in learning to shortboard. 
Unfortunately, this board does not jibe 
like a 10'6‘could. Since the Salsa has an 
extremely long waterline for a board its 
length, jibes should be more drawn out. 
In smooth water, however, it comes out of 
the turns with good speed. This board 
seems to be best for lighter sailors to use 
for any conditions, or heavier sailors to 
use in high winds, although, as our heavy¬ 
weight noted, you really need to be 
moving to get in the back straps. Overall, 
this is a versatile package, and is espe¬ 
cially good for a sailor who wants a 
shorter board with adequate volume. 
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SAILBOARD 360 TO 


MANUFACTURER'S COMMENTS: 

Now in TD carbon composite, the 
Sailboard 360 is especially suited for 
aggressive entry-level to mid-level 
boardsailors, as well as advanced sailors 
who sail in moderate wind conditions. 
Melissa Kerr: The Sailboard 360 is a 
fun board to sail. Its stiffness makes it 
perfect for smooth sailing through light 
chop. Jibing is extremely easy, while 
tacking is a bit more difficult. This board 
has good speed both upwind and off the 
wind and it has a smooth, comfortable 
ride. The deck is a little slippery, but 
bearable, and the daggerboard is easy to 
adjust. I found the mast track to be less 
than perfect, and the mast foot connec¬ 
tion was difficult for me to operate. Oth¬ 
erwise, everything seems pretty good 
about this board. Its rig, a Pryde 6.3 
slalom sail with Weichhart components, 
is as good as it gets, too. 

Nasser Issa: The Sailboard 360 is 
fairly stable for me to sail. It has quite a bit 
of flotation in the middle section, but it 
feels as though it needs more flotation 


SAILBOARD 360 TD 

Best Features 

Speed 

Solid Feel 

Worst Feature 

Strap placement 


and scoop in the bow. Sailing upwind, the 
nose tends to ride through chop rather 
than over it, and tacking is difficult be¬ 
cause of its lack of volume. The compo¬ 
nents on the board are good and easy to 
adjust, but the straps are too far forward. 
The board feels stiff, though, and does 
not have much tail rocker, which helps it 
get up on a plane early and keep its 
speed up well while on a reach in “holey- 
conditions. 

Charles Dasher: This is a solid per¬ 
former in its range. In stronger winds, the 
board accelerates fairly well, and sailing 
off the wind is above average. Jibing is 
easy if you're going fast enough, but 
pointing ability is not as good. The 360 is 
stable when tacking, but the hard, down 
rails and long, flat line prevent the board 
from rounding up very quickly. The rig 
that accompanies the Sailboard 360 ac¬ 
tually out:performs the board. At the right 
price, this is a very good board for any 
sailor. 

Norman Kelner: This board is difficult 
for me just to relax on.. Although it goes 
upwind very well, it takes a lot of effort to 
lock this board into its line. Off the wind, 
it has a fairly good top-end, and in high 
winds with chop it does not seem to have 
any problems. Jibes are smooth, but 
need to be drawn out on this board. I 
found it to go upwind very well, due to the 
thick, hard rails through the midsection. 


Once again, Sailboard has put out a 
product with fun, predictable sailing 
capabilities and solid, functional compo- 

I iftMOWi I 

Length: 11‘10‘ 

Width: 26' 

Volume: 192 lbs. 

Buoyant Force: Fresh: 388 lbs. Salt: 

400 lbs. 

Weight: 35.8 lbs. 

Stiffness: 4th (75 lbs. for .5'deflection) 
Impact Resistance: 6th (1665 psi) 

Bottom Shape: Single into double 
concave with chines and a vee stem 
Construction: Carbon composite 
Warranty: One year 
Price: $1,145 w/Pryde RAF Slalom; 

$1,245 w/RAF Speed 


nentry. In light air, this board more than 
holds its own, powering through lulls and 
holes fairly easily, but the board performs 
best in moderate to higher wind ranges. 
Although its high volume makes it stable 
while at rest, the rounded pintail holds in 
well in the higher winds. The only real 
problem is the placement of the straps, 
which are set too far forward. Also, the 
pointing straps are too close to the cen¬ 
terline. 

This package can work well for a be¬ 
ginner, but an aggressive, more experi¬ 
enced sailor will be able to get the most 
out of it, since it is a little longer and thicker 
than most boards in this range. 
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MANUFACTURER'S COMMENTS: 

The double-concave nose of the totally 
redesigned Viper allows the board to 
plane incredibly early, while the flat rail 
shape at the tail makes the board handle 
like a hybrid race and maneuver board. 
The state-of-the-art bottom shape keeps 
the Viper planing through the lulls, as well 
as through large radius jibes. The vee-ta- 
pered profile helps channel lift toward the 
tail, and along with the tucked-under 
edge, keeps the Viper on a predictable 
course in high-wind situations. 

Melissa Kern The Viper is one of the 
best boards overall. It is very stable and 
extremely easy to both tack and jibe. It 
planes off early, and has above average 
speed both upwind and off-the-wind. In 
addition, the Viper also has a good, lively 
feel about it in moderate conditions, but 
the ride in high winds is not as comfort¬ 
able and easy to control. The only real 
problem with this hull is that there are 


FANATIC LITE VIPER 

Beet Features 

Jibing ability 
Quickness to plane 
Stability 

Wont Feature 

Footstraps 


pointing straps which are awkward to use 
on such a short, wide board when plan¬ 
ing, and which are basically in the way 
when not planing. As for the rig, the 
clamp-on booms are great-especially for 
anyone who has ever had problems get¬ 
ting a tight connection. The sail is light, 
simple, and has a good range for a 6.2 
m2. Overall, this is a very nice, complete 
funboard for someone my size who wants 
one board to take her from learning to 
carving jibes. 

Nasser Issa: Fanatic's Viper is very 
stable, an extremely early planer, and, 
overall, an excellent light- to moderate- 
wind board. This board jibes with ease, 
but the tail is very wide, and at my weight, 
at high speeds or in tight turns, the tail 
tends to bounce out. It goes upwind fairly 
well, but I did not like the positioning of the 
pointing straps. In high winds, this board 
is a little rough in the chop, but still seems 
to be fairly fast. The rig is comfortable, 
and the clamp-on booms are a nice fea¬ 
ture; however, they tend to flex somewhat 
under heavy pumping or aggressive sail¬ 
ing. 

Charles Dasher: The Fanatic Lite Vi¬ 
per is an all-around funboard. The 
quadro-concave bottom seems to make 
the Viper plane extremely quickly. Once 


on a plane, the Viper has really good 
board speed both off the wind and sailing 
to weather. Jibing the Viper feels very 
similar to jibing a shortboard, which 
makes this board all the more enjoyable 
to ride. The 6.2 cutaway speed wing is 
powerful and controllable in gusty winds. 
The one problem I found with the Viper 
was that the footstraps occasionally 
came undone. Otherwise, The Fanatic 

wmmmm ~ 

Length: 11'3* 

Width: 27’ 

Volume- 187 liters 

Buoyant Force: Fresh: 381 lbs. Salt: 392 
lbs. 

Weight: 31.9 lbs. 

Stiffness: 3rd (79 lbs. for .5" deflection) 
Impact Resistance: 8th (1420 psi) 

Bottom Shape: Double-to-quadro 
concave 

Construction: EPS foam core, Hybrid 
epoxy with carbon stringers and glass 
reinforcement 
Warranty One year 

Price: $1,115 semi-complete; $1,865 w/ 
Speed Wing rig 


Lite Viper is an exceptional transition 
board that is fun for sailors of all levels. 
Norman Kelner: As an all-arounder 
for light to medium winds, this board is a 
little slow, but as the wind picks up, so 
does the board's performance. In high 
winds, this board comes alive, and 
carves a nice, smooth, tight jibe. This 
board planes early, but it reaches its top- 
end very quickly. Also, because this 
board is so wide, it is extremely stable at 
low speeds, but difficult to go upwind on. 
All the finishing is very nice. It has great 
graphics and non-skid, the track and 
daggerboard are easy to work, and the 
hull is very stiff. 

SUMMARY: 

The Viper is a tough board to complain 
about. It has a modern bottom shape; 
and therefore is an excellent early planer. 
However, it also excels in jibing, which is 
an unusual combination. The Viper's 
stability is excellent, and all the testers 
feel it would be an easy board to learn to 
sail on. For an advanced sailor, its speed 
is only average, but for someone sailing in 
10 to 18 knots, this board is a top per¬ 
former. Unfortunately, this board has a 
problem with its footstraps. The '88 
straps are inferior to the '87 straps, as the 
newer ones come apart easily. Other¬ 
wise, we found the components to be a 
pleasure to work, and the rig nicely 
complements the board. This board will 
work well for a sailor of any weight, and at 
virtually any skill level. It is a perfect 
board to grow into. 
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PERFORMANCE SUMMARY 


W ith boards that are for mostly rec¬ 
reational uses, feel is all-impor¬ 
tant. Since it is likely that none of 
the boards here will be raced, 
the most important thing to consider 
when buying one is whether or not it will 
suit your sailing style. We urge you to 
demo as many boards as possible, but if 
you can’t, here’s a summary of our favor¬ 
ites in the various categories. 

ACCELERATION: This has a lot to do with 
the board’s “fun factor.” Since accelera¬ 
tion usually is a factor of weight and 
stiffness, the most “exotically” con¬ 
structed boards often accelerate the 
best. Acceleration is the measure of how 
quickly a board gets maximum speed out 
of a gust or around a mark, but it’s not 
necessarily a measure of its overall 
speed. The top three: 

Fanatic Lite Viper 
Mistral Pandera 
Sailboard 360 

CARVING JIBES: Everyone wants to carve 
jibes nowadays, rather than using the old 
method of jibing longboards with oppo¬ 
site foot pressure. Boards that can carve 
fun jibes usually have more curvy out¬ 
lines, and the shorter boards usually have 
an advantage. We took into consideration 
how a board jibes when it is completely 
powered up, rather than in marginal 
conditions. 

Fanatic Lite Viper 
Mistral Pandera 
Bic Salsa 

STABILITY: It’s kind of a boring subject, 
but stability is important nonetheless. 
This is most important to beginners who 
will be doing a lot of standing before they 
start sailing. The easiest boards just to 
stand on are: 

O’Brien Sensation XL P.L.P. 

HiFly Nova 
Sailboard 360 TO 

SPEED UPWIND: The new trend seems 
to be to take your longboard to its limits 
going upwind as well as just screaming 
back and forth across the lake. Upwind 
ability is achieved through every aspect 
of a board’s design-from rails to dagger- 
board to stiffness to mast track place¬ 
ment- and a board that can make upwind 
sailing fun is usually a pretty good bet for 
an all-around funboard. Try these: 
Mistral Pandera 
Klepper 346 
Fanatic Lite Viper 

SPEED OFF THE WIND: This is the sim¬ 
plest category to describe, but one of the 
hardest to test for. All we can do is say 
which boards feel the fastest to us. Most 
often we are pretty accurate, but speed is 
related to style, and some people can 
make certain boards go faster than oth¬ 


ers. These, like all other “top threes" in 
each category, are based on a compila¬ 
tion of each sailor’s findings. 

Mistral Pandera 
Klepper 346 
Sailboard 360 TO 

HIGH-WIND PERFORMANCE: This cate¬ 
gory simply tells which boards are the 
most fun in high winds and chop. Natu¬ 
rally, we take into account how well the 
board jibes, how fast it is, and how com¬ 
fortably it handles the radical stuff. Our 
top picks: 

Mistral Pandera 
Klepper 346 
Fanatic Viper 

MODERATE-AIR PERFORMANCE: These 
are the conditions most of us are happy to 
have-that ubiquitous 12- to 15-knot 
range where it is possible to plane, but 
we’re not talking all-out screaming here. 
The boards that do well in these condi¬ 
tions often are good in the “if-you-can- 
only-own-one-board’’ category. 

Fanatic Viper 
Mistral Pandera 
Bic Salsa 

LIGHT-AIR PERFORMANCE: These are 
the boards that perform best in sub-plan¬ 
ing winds below 10 knots or so. These, 
the most prominent winds in the US, have 
been overlooked by everyone but the 
beginner, but the trend now is just to get 
out and have fun, without worrying about 
performance. For these conditions, 
these boards excel: 

O’Brien Sensation 
HiFly Nova 
Fanatic Lite Viper 

OVERALL FAVORITE: Finally, our favor¬ 
ites overall. These are the boards we 
would like to own, taking into considera¬ 
tion everything except the price. Natu¬ 
rally, we consider the rig, the construc¬ 
tion, and even the looks in addition to the 
performance. 

Mistral Pandera 
Fanatic Lite Viper 
Klepper 346 
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by Kay Robberson 


Make 
Tracks For 
Newport and 
Narragansett 
Bay 


17VFI' 



.he state of Rhode Island is 
r so small that it's booted out 
of alphabetical order in my 
road atlas and appears, like 
an appendage, tucked 
under the Cs next to Con¬ 
necticut. But Connecticut 
has zillions of roads and deserves top 
billing in a road atlas, while Rhode Island 
is a dazzler on the ocean charts and a 
wind-loving mariner's dream. 

Rhode Island is the Ocean State, the 
home of Newport and Narragansett Bay 
and some of the best boardsailing on the 
East Coast. Though it’s the smallest state 
in the nation, with a land area just over 
1,000 square miles, its peninsulas and 
islands are placed directly in the path of 


the prevailing southwesterly winds. 

"The conditions that you get here are 
really hard to beat, from Newport all the 
way around," says Peter Razza of War¬ 
wick. “You get the southwesterlies-the 
seabreezes-and there are very few days 
in the summertime that aren't shortboard- 
able at some point during the day." 
Razza, who is president of the Ocean 
State Sailboard Association, says the 
afternoon thermals are so reliable he 
used to assume “that everybody got 
th©S6. 

“I've sailed all over from Florida to 
Maine, and the southwesterly is a unique 
occurrence,” he says. “Newport gets 
’em, Narragansett Bay gets 'em, Buz¬ 
zards Bay and Nantucket Sound get 'em, 


and that's about it. I go to other places 
and they haven't got anything on this 
area. People hang around, waiting for 
storms.” Even Connecticut, Rhode 
Island's big neighbor to the west, misses 
out on summer thermal action alto¬ 
gether. 

Razza points out that Narragansett 
Bay is sailable in every wind direction, 
and on both sides of the bay, options 
include flatwater bay sailing or ocean 
waves. “The wind can clock 15 degrees 
and you can take a 20-minute ride to find 
the perfect wind-to-land relationship," 
he says. “Where else on the East Coast 
can you do that?" 

The only maps available that do 
Rhode Island justice are the NOAA navi- 
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half of them are true. Big guys who grind 
winches on expensive racing yachts and 
marine domestics employed by ROs 
(Rich Owners) still prowl the pubs in their 
matching crew jerseys, evidence that 
Newport’s history as a yachting center 
lives on. 

Newport is a very old town that was 
settled by immigrants in 1639, and it still 
retains much of its early American charm. 
Located on the southern tip of Aquidneck 
Island, Newport is surrounded on three 
sides by the sea. The climate is milder 
here than anywhere inland, and the salt 
air is soothing when you've been land¬ 
locked too long. 

Platt Johnson was one of the first 
people to figure out, more than a decade 


ago, that boardsailing and Newport were 
made for each other. He opened a shop 
on Thames Street, where the town's heart 
beats, and Island Windsurfing was born. 
Though boardsailing was destined to 
flourish here anyway, Johnson definitely 
pioneered the way. 

First Beach 

One of the all-time best places to sail 
rideable waves in New England is off First 
Beach (also called Easton Beach) in 
Newport. A southwesterly here is a star¬ 
board launch in perfect sideshore condi¬ 
tions. The beach faces south on the open 
ocean waters of Rhode Island Sound, so 
there's nothing in the way of a running 
swell. When the southwesterly is blowing 


gation charts published by the US De¬ 
partment of Commerce. If you happen to 
have one of these, in addition to a road 
map, you can “naviguess" your way to 
some really spectacular spots. You will 
need navigational skills in any case to 
meet the challenge of these coastal 
roads, but this is an area well worth ex¬ 
ploring, starting with a visit to Newport. 

Newport 

Newport is actually an old port that in 
the summer can be a zoo port. The 
America's Cup was sailed here until 
1983, when the Australians took it- 
briefly-home, and if you’ve heard stories 
about the docks and streets and bars of 
Newport during those years, probably 


rn 


I 

. 


JULY 1988 






















PtXJJo Oy Onno Van Der Wal 


and the swell transforms into surf, First 
Beach is the wave sailor’s choice and a 
fine place for an intermediate to take 
some licks. 

During the summer you’ll have to pay 
to park here, and launching is restricted 
to a 200-foot corridor at the east end of the 
beach. This corridor can be a challenge 
for inexperienced sailors, who may find 
themselves blown down toward the rocks 
farther east. Otherwise, the beach is 
sandy and so is the bottom, and if you 
follow the locals out to Tuckerman’s 
Ledge off Easton Point, you’ll find the best 
windsurfing conditions that Newport can 
offer. First Beach veterans include Scott 
Trudon, Angela Cochran, and Kit Low, 
who four years ago moved to Maui after 
mastering First Beach conditions. 

Second Beach 

Just a short drive east of First Beach is 
Second Beach, which is bigger than First 


There’s no port like Newport, as both 
old-time yachtsman and newly-arrived 
windsurfers can attest. Narragansett 
Bay has seen everything from the 
America’s Cup to the US Olympic 
boardsailing trials. 



Beach but where the prevailing south- 
westerlies are more onshore. No matter: 
Second Beach is one of very few places 
that works in a northwesterly, when clear¬ 
ing winds blast through ahead of an 
approaching high pressure system. Offi¬ 
cially, Second Beach is in Middletown, 
but the politics of town names in Rhode 
Island are complicated and beyond 
simple explanation. Otherwise, it would 
be possible to explain why Wickford is 
also called North Kingstown and why 
parts of Middletown are often referred to 
as Newport. Do we care? Suffice it to say 
that Second beach is one mile east of 
First Beach and that Jim Bradley of Nar¬ 
ragansett, which is probably known by 
several other names, prefers it to all of 
Newport's other beaches. 

"I love sailing Second Beach,” says 
Bradley, a veteran boardsailor from the 
other side of Narragansett Bay. "It's my 
favorite beach in Newport. I like it be¬ 


cause it’s great in a northwesterly and the 
scenery is beautiful-the sandy beach, 
the rocks, the bird sanctuary, the view of 
St. George’s-it’s worth the trip when the 
wind is northwest." 

Bradley’s testimony is all the more 
credible when you consider the toll he 
pays to get to Aquidneck Island. Two 
bridges and a $4 round-trip toll separate 
boardsailors on the east and west sides 
of Narragansett Bay. Not that this stops 
them, though the water between them 
has created two distinct groups of sailors 
who engage in a kind of ongoing rivalry. 
Each group prefers its own side of the 
bay, but on the subject of Second Beach 
in a northwesterly, everyone seems to 
agree. 

Third Beach 

Third Beach is also in Middletown, 
only it faces the Sakonnet River on the 
opposite side of the point where Second 





















Beach is located. To get there, you con¬ 
tinue past Second Beach, take a left by 
the trailer park and bear right at the fork. 
The parking lot is smaller than those at 
First and Second Beach, so you need to 
get there by 10 a.m. during July and 
August. Southwesterly winds are off¬ 
shore here and they make the water flat, 
so it’s a nice place for beginners on light- 
air summer days. It’s also one of the only 
safe places to sail a stormy nor'easter, so 
that’s where the experts go when New 
England’s getting lashed. North Winds 
are said to be good here, too, though 
north winds aren't very common. 

Fort Adams State Park 

Fort Adams is a wonderful place to do 
several things: launch off a sandy beach 
to explore Newport Harbor or cruise in a 
protected setting, or continue on past the 
beach out to the fort, where you can 
perch yourself on the grassy slope that 


overlooks the entrance to Newport Har¬ 
bor and the East Passage of Narra- 
gansett Bay. This is the site of the New¬ 
port Fun Cup every May, the unofficial 
season opener, when Fort Adams is 
overrun with boardsailors and the south¬ 
westerly almost always blows. The 
launch at the fort is rocky, but it offers a 
scaled-down San Francisco Bay sailing 
experience: strong wind funnels from the 
left into a big, scenic, and choppy bay, 
complete with expansive bridge view. 
During the American's Cup years, you 
could blaze past the sterns of 12-Meters 
as they were towed in and out of Newport 
Harbor each day. 

Though the 12-Meters are gone, the 
sailing traffic remains heavy, and it’s not 
unusual to share the water here with maxi 
yachts, trans-Atlantic crossers, and 
round-the-world racers. Boardsailing 
here requires competence and the un¬ 
derstanding that you must stay out of 


everyone’s way. If you're not familiar with 
the currents, check a tide chart. An 
outgoing tide when the wind is southwest 
is ideal for working upwind. 

Inside Newport Harbor on the south 
side is King’s Park on Ocean Drive, the 
road that leads out to Fort Adams. You 
can park on the street, rig on the grass, 
and launch right there, just a short dis¬ 
tance from the Ida Lewis Yacht Club, said 
to be the only yacht club in the world 
named after a woman. King’s Park is part 
of the inner harbor, where the water is flat 
and protected, but it also offers a direct 
path out to Narragansett Bay. This is a 
good spot for intermediates when the 
wind is northwest to northeast, as the 
winds that blow cross/onshore here tend 
to be strong. 

Portsmouth 

It wouldn’t be fair to leave Aquidneck 
Island behind without telling you about 
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beaches in Portsmouth. Portsmouth is on 
the northeast tip of the island just north of 
Newport, and it has two good beaches 
that are popular with boardsailors. Both 
Island Park and Sandy Point are right on 
the Sakonnet River, and both are good 
places for beginners and intermediates 
when the wind is blowing from the south. 
To get to Island Park, travel on Route 24 
south from Fall River, Massachusetts, 
and watch for the sign that says 
“Portsmouth: Next 4 Exits." Then take the 
exit marked "Fence Point and Island 
Park." Follow the signs to Island Park, 
which is not far ahead on the left. 

Depending on the tides, both places 
can be tricky for beginners when the wind 
and the current are going in the same 
direction. Because it's rocky, Island Park 
isn’t great at low tide. Sandy Point, how¬ 
ever, is a sandy launch, and when a south 
wind is blowing opposite the current, you 



.experience a much tamer version of what 
happens in the Gorge. Finding Sandy 
Point is tricky unless you have both of the 
maps mentioned earlier, and if you need 
assistance, you can call Island Windsurf¬ 
ing for directions. 

West Narragansett Bay 

One bridge away from Newport is 
Conanicut Island, one of three main is¬ 
lands in Narragansett Bay. If you launch 
at Fort Adams and sail across the channel 
to Jamestown, it takes less than five 
minutes to get there in a good southwest¬ 
erly breeze. Jamestown technically in¬ 
cludes all of Conanicut Island, which is 
connected by a toll bridge to Newport on 
the east. The island is also connected to 
the western mainland by tho Jamestown 
Bridge, and these are the links that con¬ 
nect Rhode Island boardsailors on either 


side of the bay. Although the Jamestown 
Bridge is free, you cross it at your own 
risk, at least until the new one is com¬ 
pleted in 1991-hopefully! 

Jamestown is more than just a land 
mass between two bridges, however, as 
it offers one of the best places to launch 
on the west side of Narragansett Bay. 
Driving south from the bridges down to 
Beaver Neck, you'll find the road that 
leads out to Beaverhead and the waters 
of Dutch Harbor. "The mouth of Dutch 
Harbor off Beaverhead is a much better 
launch than Bay Campus," says Jim 
Bradley, who frequently sails over to 
Dutch Harbor from the University of 
Rhode Island Bay Campus on the main¬ 
land. If you drive, rather than sail, to 
Beaverhead, you'll find campgrounds 
and parking and a great place to launch 
in most wind directions. 

On the subject of the Bay Campus, 
it’s important to point out that it's a popu¬ 
lar mainland launching site in a south¬ 
westerly, not because it’s such a beauti¬ 
ful spot, but because it offers mainland 
sailors access to the Dutch Island area. 
As Peter Razza puts it, "The Bay Campus 
is not for beginners and it’s not that great 
a place to sail. It's just accessible and 
they let us use the beach and don't 
bother us. The launch isn’t so bad, but if 
the tide’s running the wrong way, you eat 
the pier. The current runs at four to five 
knots or something, and I've seen a lot of 
people just get pinned against the pil¬ 
ings." Bay Campus sailors are mostly 
local sailors who would rather deal with 
adversity than drive to better spots. 

But there are better spots no matter 
what conditions you’re looking for, and 
this part of Rhode Island can be a 
boardsailor’s dream. We are talking now 
about the Rhode Island coastline on the 
west side of Narragansett Bay, which for 
our purposes we’ll divide into two sec¬ 
tions: beaches north of the Jamestown 
Bridge that offer upper bay access, and 
beaches south of the bridge that offer 
everything from bay access to ocean 
sailing on the waters of Block Island 
Sound. 

Upper Bay 

Two beaches on the protected wa¬ 
ters of Greenwich Bay (pronounced 
“Gren-nitch") in Warwick (local pronun¬ 
ciation is “Wahwick”) offer beginning 
boardsailors a safe place to get their 
boards wet in salt water without risking 
the hazards of open water sailing. 
Oakland Beach on the north shore of 
Greenwich Bay and Goddard State Park 
to the south are both public beaches 
where boardsailing is in harmony with 
other beach uses. 

At Oakland Beach, which is good in 
the prevailing southwesterlies, you can 
sail on flat water all day and then come in 
and feast on seafood at Cherrystones. 
At Goddard, the beach is sandy and the 
water's flat, and park facilities include 
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WE’RE SO SURE THAT SAILWAYS OF 
RRIDGEPORT IS WORTH A TRIP FROM 
ANYWHERE - WE’RE WILLING TO PAY ALL OF 
YOUR EXPENSES TO GET THERE*. 

Sailways of Bridgeport is the largest and most accessible sailboard and small sailboat shop on the East 
coast. Approximately 3500 square feet of showroom space and 26 foot ceilings captivate any customer. As 
you walk in you’ll see sails rigged everywhere, fluorescent colors will assault your senses, and you’ll see 
wall-to-wall boards, boats, and accessories - literally a boat show all year round. And the easy part is 
getting there. From North or South just take 1-95 to exit 26 and we’re right off the exit (in the same building 
as Upstairs/Downstairs furniture. 

Not only will Sailways impress you with its store layout, but our service, selection and prices are 
unequalled. And we guarantee it. In 1986, Sailways was the largest Windsurfer dealer in the country and 
Alcort Sailboat’s “rookie of the year!' In 1987, Sailways was Bic Sport’s highest volume specialty shop in the 
country as well as F2's 2nd largest dealer nationwide. We can guarantee the lowest prices because we do 
the highest volume. 


- Choose from the largest selection of boats and boards by: Alcort, Alpha, Angulo, Bic, Fanatic, F2, Hi Tech, Nacra, 
Sailboard, Sailboards Maui, Seatrend, Tiga, Windsurfer, and much more. 


Windborne + Sailways 
1454 Boston Post Rd. 
Milford, CT 06460 
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299 Wordin Avenue 
Bridgeport, CT 06605 
203-336-WIND 
800-544-WIND 


Windsurfing Madness + Sailways 
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CALL 800-544-WIND FOR OUR NEW MAIL ORDER CATALOG! 

* A maximum $15 reimbursement will be in the form of a store credit good toward the purchase of any item in stock - 
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Madd Mike’s Windsurfing 

54 Thayer Street, Boston MA 02118 

(617) 451-6181 


Cut rigging and derigging time and extend the lives of 
your mast and booms. One lever rids your rig of nasty 
inhaul torque while securing a tight connection...even 
lets you adjust boom 
height on the water. 


• Best selling front end at 
the Gorge & Maui 

• Available as an option on 
‘88 Fleetwood models 

• Engineered in three sizes 
to fit most booms 

• Easy installation (custom 
installation kits available) 
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bathrooms and picnic areas with grills. 
Oakland Beach is at the bottom of Horse 
Neck in Warwick, to get to Goddard, you 
have to go through East Greenwich on 
Post Road, then take a left on Forge Road 
and bear left at the fork onto Ives Road. 

South of Greenwich Bay. the next 
public beach before the Jamestown 
Bridge is Wickford Town Beach, also 
called North Kingstown Town Beach, site 
of the annual Narragansett Bay Crossing. 
Located just south of Wickford Harbor, 
this beach is an ideal access point to the 
West Passage of Narragansett Bay, 
where the thermal southwesterly is some¬ 
times stronger than anywhere else on the 
bay. “The thermals can vary tremen¬ 
dously from the east to the west passage 
of the bay,“ Bradley explains. The south¬ 
westerly wraps around Point Judith and 
funnels up the coast, often giving the west 
passage more wind than anywhere else 
in the region. 

Lower Bay 

The University of Rhode Island Bay 
Campus mentioned earlier is south of the 
Jamestown Bridge bn South Ferry Road 
in Narragansett. There is very little park¬ 
ing here and the beach is tiny, so a better 
bet farther south is Narragansett Town 
Beach, which has a large parking lot and 
plenty of sandy beach. As with all town 
beaches in Rhode Island, non-residents 
have to pay to park during the summer 
months. This is a good beach for interme¬ 
diate to advanced boardsailors who can 
cope with breaking waves and open 
ocean. 

The next big beach to the south is 
Scarborough State Beach, but with the 
exception of Goddard State Park, state 
beaches in Rhode Island are closed to 
boardsailing during the summer. At this 
writing, Scarborough is in the midst of a 
major expansion that includes new pavil¬ 
ions and more parking, so it’s possible 
that one day boardsailors will be allowed 
to launch here in July and August. For 
now, you’ll have to sail Scarborough in the 
spring and fall. 

Point Judith and Galilee 

Point Judith is the last point of land 
below Scarborough, and for 
boardsailors, this part of the world is a 
jewel. Both experienced and beginning 
boardsailors can find ideal conditions 
here, particularly in the spring and fall 
when there are no restrictions on launch¬ 
ing. 

A great place for learning in a pro¬ 
tected setting is Point Judith Pond, and if 
you take the Great Island Bridge out to the 
middle of the pond, you’ll find a safe place 
to sail in most wind directions. More 
advanced sailors can launch right nearby 
on the ocean at Roger Wheeler State 
Beach (formerly called Sand Hill Cove 
State Beach). Technically, you can’t 
launch here in July and August, but you 
can park in the state lot and walk your 
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Postage paid (in USA). 
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SECOND 

HAND 

SAILS/ 

BOSTON 


A huge selection of new & used sails 
unbeatable prices • consignments • swaps 
Cali for updated list. 

Madd Mike’s Used/New Sails 

54 Thayer Street, Boston MA 02118 (617)451-6181 


equipment down to the non-state portion 
of this long, sandy beach A ring of rock 
jetties protects this beach from the 
pounding of the Atlantic, making it one of 
the few places you can sail on Rhode 
Island's south coast. 

At the Galilee end of this beach, next 
to where the Block Island ferries leave the 
jetty’s protection, a popular spot to 
launch-but only in the off-season-is 
George’s Restaurant. The parking lot 
here belongs to the restaurant, and in the 
summer, it is strictly off-limits to non¬ 
restaurant patrons. In the spring and fall, 
however, it’s a beautiful spot to launch 
from in a strong west or southwest wind, 
and Richard Durfee, who runs George’s, 
doesn’t mind boardsailors parking there 
as long as his place is quiet. 

"Out of respect for the guy who runs 
George’s, who is pretty pro-boardsailing, 
we don’t park there when it’s busy,’’ says 
Peter Razza. "It’s his parking lot, it’s how 
he makes his money, and people respect 
that. If there’s nobody there, we park 
there and sail there, and I don’t think he 
has any objection.’’ There’s also a nice 
bar on the second floor of George’s 
where people go after sailing. 

If you do find yourself in Galilee, hop 
on a ferry and head out to Block Island, 
Rhode Island’s best-kept boardsailing 
secret. But that’s another story! • 


Kay Robberson, editor of The New England 
Sailboard Journal, has been sailing for 12 
years. 


Rl SAILBOARD SHOPS 

ALPINE SKI & SPORT 
764 Main Street 
E. Greenwich, Rl 02818 
401-885-4430 
50 Maple Street 
Warwick, Rl 02888 
401-941-4000 
100 Main Street 
Westerly, Rl 02891 
401-596-0375 
Bellevue Avenue 
Newport, Rl 02840 
401-849-3330 
CLAUDIA'S SURF CITY 
Corn Neck Road 
Block Island, Rl 02807 
CROSSED SABERS 
280 County Road 
Barrington, Rl 02806 
401-245-2133 
ISLAND WINDSURFING 
86 Aquidneck Avenue 
Middletown, Rl 02840 
401-846-4421 
THE BOARD SHOP 
5792 Post Road 
E. Greenwich, Rl 02818 
401-828-2720 
THE BOAT BARN 
25 Barton Avenue 
Barrington, Rl 02806 
401-245-0305 
THE WATERSHED 
409 Main Street 
Wakefield, Rl 02879 
401-789-1954 
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PERFECT CHEMISTRY 


Blend Kerma’s hot concave ASA hulls with power from Neil 
Pryde sails wrapped around a Weichhart aluminum framework. 
Add wind and water and quietly smile as you blow by your 
friends who haven’t yet heard about the Kerma connection. 



Length: 280cm Length: 322cm Length: 335cm Length: 375cm 

Width: 23" Width: 25" Width: 25" Width: 27" 

Vol: 110 Litres Vol: 165 Litres Vol: 175 Litres Vol: 230 Litres 


SAilboARd t 

Warehouse 


H 





THE KERMA CONNECTION 

Maybe you have a pair of Kerma ski poles? Or perhaps you’ve sailed a 
friend’s Kerma? In either case, you’ve witnessed a testament to QUALITY. 
As a leader in the ski industry for 30 years and one of the longest living 
names in the sailboard industry, Kerma knows that longevity comes from 
quality, innovation, and the best value to you. 

Kerma sailboards are brought to you direct by SAILBOARD WAREHOUSE 
—no middlemen, no teams, no dealer mark-ups, resulting in savings up to 
$600 on any board. What’s more, you get a FREE wetsuit or another bonus 
item of your choice. Mix this with a 30% discount off Sailboard Warehouse’s 
already discounted prices on many accessory items and you’ll see that 
our perfect chemistry doesn’t stop with the board. CALL 

































et's face it, buying a roof rack isn't 
the most exciting shopping you'll 
ever do. Compared to the car un¬ 
derneath or the boards lashed on 
top, the rack in between is a fairly 
mundane purchase. Put simply, a 
rack's job is to hold your equip¬ 
ment securely during transport, while 
preventing damage to either the car or 
gear. 

And if that was all there was to it, we'd 
run photos on the rest of this page. But it 
isn't. Anyone who has suffered roof 
damage when their sagging K-Mart spe¬ 
cials dumped 200 pounds of raceboards 
and sails on their plexiglass sunroof can 
testify to the need for STRONG racks. 
And while racks don't have to be pretty, it 
sure blows your image to have a $30,000 
BMW attached to your $2,500 race board 
by way of a pair of paint-splattered old 
ladder racks wrapped in beach towels. 

No doubt about it, racks are more 
than practical car hardware; they are a 
statement about you and your lifestyle. 
Witness a car decked with a sporty roof 
rack and-even if the racks are bare-you 
just know the driver is into surfing, 
windsurfing, snow skiing, kayaking, bi¬ 
cycle racing, or a host of other “rooftop" 
sports. We'd hate to think so. but there are 
probably a few non-users out there who 
buy the racks just to boost their image. 

There will undoubtedly come a time in 
your own sailing career when you will join 
the ranks of the racked, and when you do, 


you might as well do it right. Yes, you can 
buy a cheap board carrier, or you can 
even tie your board to the roof with ropes 
and pad it with strips of carpet. But if you 
are serious about your sport, and if you 
like the paint on your car, you might as 
well spend a few extra bucks for a quality 
product. In addition, if you start with a 
good basic rack unit from one of the major 
manufacturers, you can add on extras at 
a later date to accommodate other toys 
such as skis, bikes, small boats... and 
even the old paint-speckled ladder. 

What’s In a Rack? 

The traditional roof rack consists of 
two components: the crossbars and the 
towers. The crossbar is the long horizon¬ 
tal piece the boards rest on, and the 
towers are the vertical pieces that attach 
the crossbars to the car. 

The most obvious place in the system 
where strength is required is on the cross¬ 
bar pieces. Years ago, crossbars were 
made of aluminum-and they sagged 
when loaded. These days, almost all 
heavy-duty racks are built with steel 
crossbars, and can withstand much 
greater loads. The engineers at Thule say 
a square or rectangular shaped crossbar 
is the strongest possible shape for a 
given diameter. But the shape of the 
crossbar is not as important as the actual 
size and strength. Yakima constructs 
their extra-strong crossbars from tubular 
steel, while other companies favor 



square, oblong, and even teardrop¬ 
shaped cross bars. 

There isn’t much chance of your racks 
dripping rust on the car roof anymore. To 
prevent rust, almost all name-brand 
crossbars are now made from galvanized 
steel. Terzo even coats the inside of their 
crossbars for extra rust resistance. 

For scuff and scratch protection, 
crossbars are generally dipped in plas¬ 
tic. In the old days, this plastic would 
sometimes leave skid marks on the 
board, but new chemical compounds 
have virtually eliminated such marring. 
While black is the traditional plastic coat¬ 
ing color, it isn’t the only choice. Terzo 
challenged tradition last year by intro¬ 
ducing a line of colored plastics, and 
other companies may offer custom colors 
on request. Ask your dealer what is avail¬ 
able. 

If you think of the crossbar as the 
backbone of the rack, think of the towers 
as the knee joints. The tower is what holds 
the crossbar firmly in place, and it is the 
component that most often fails on cheap 
racks. On a quality rack, the tower tech¬ 
nology represents most of the expense of 
engineering and manufacturing. 

Towers are made from a variety of 
materials, including stamped steel, cast 
aluminum, and even nylon-fiberglass 
composites. Each material had advan¬ 
tages and disadvantages, and, as a 
buyer, your main concern should not be 
metallurgy, but rather selecting a tower 
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Thule offers two distinctively different sailboard carriers (both feature a polymer-coated steel 
crossbar). Choices include locking knobs, boom, and mast holders, extra-long straps, and a 
ratchet strap tensioning system. The Thule rack locks onto cars with rain gutters as well as 
those with aerodynamic roofs. Accessories are available to carry everything from bicycles and 
skis to surfboards, canoes, and kayaks. 



The Automaxi Universal rack fits vehicles with or without rain gutters, making them easy to 
transfer from car to car. The design eliminates the need for an exterior torsion bar, resulting In 
reduced wind noise. Fitting and removal takes less than a minute, and the end caps lock for 
security. The square shape of the pads prevents them from shifting around during transport. 


assembly of heavy enough construction 
to stand up to your anticipated loads 

Thin-gauge steel or lightweight cast¬ 
ings won’t hold a half-dozen boards, and 
it doesn’t take a mechanical engineer to 
realize that a piece that looks thin and 
flimsy probably is. Towers shouldn’t flex 
or bend, and you should probably take 
the time to look at a few samples before 
buying anything through mail order. 

Most roof racks are very kind to your 
car’s paint. Tower assemblies are gener¬ 
ally coated with a baked plastic finish and 
equipped with rubber pads at the contact 
points. Damage most often occurs when 
people try force a tower and clip assem¬ 
bly onto a car the system wasn’t designed 
for. (More on that in the fitting section). 

The height of the tower varies from 
company to company, and it does make 
a difference. Obviously, the lower the 
tower is, the closer the crossbar will be to 
the car. A shorter tower makes for a 
stronger joint and a lower rack unit-which 
increases aerodynamic efficiency. 

The trade-off might be roof damage if 
you aren’t careful. If the rack is so low to 
the car that the board's mast track and 
centerboard assemblies scrape against 
the roof when loaded, you need to look for 
a taller tower. 

Some companies offer different tower 
heights to match individual sailor’s 
needs. Thule makes both high and low 
towers, and Terzo goes so far as to offer 
five tower heights. If you carry a big race 
board and like to leave the centerboard in 
the deck, you should look into purchasing 
a higher tower. 

Aerodynamic efficiency generally 
takes a back seat to strength in rack 
construction, but some of the single- or 
double-board designs manage to add a 
bit of style to the basic design. Compa¬ 
nies such as Bic and Automaxi marry 
form and function in a medium-duty prod¬ 
uct, while the sleek offerings from Rola 
feature an aerodynamic design and air- 
foil-shaped crossbars. 

Get The Fit 

Selecting a brand and style of roof 
rack is only half the challenge. The real 
fun starts when it comes time to match the 
rack to the rooftop. To get a rough idea of 
the variety of rack mountings that are 
available, just take a stroll through a 
nearby parking lot and note how many 
different shapes car roofs come in. 

Each type of car roof requires a differ¬ 
ent solution. The good old days when 
every car came equipped with a substan¬ 
tial rain gutter are gone forever. While a 
number of cars still sport rain gutters, an 
increasing number of models feature 
some type of gutterless or “aerodynamic" 
door construction. 

When faced with a fully-recessed 
aerodynamic door, rack engineers resort 
to an internal “aero” bracket, with a 
compound recess that fits up and under 
the door frame without damaging the 
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Four carbon composite concave designs* lighter 
and stiffer in ’88 for the performance and dura¬ 
bility demanded from today’s rigorous sailing. 
Powered up by Pryde slalom and speed sail 
packages, the slalom. 330, 360 and RACE will 
put you in the lead, whether in competition or 
all-out recreational sailing. 


Pioneering revolutionary developments in the 
sailboard industry since 1977, SAILBOARD 
has been FIRST in: 

ASA construction (1978) 

Styrofoam cores (1980) 

Fiberglass/ASA composite construction (1983) 
Double Concave Designs in Production hull 
(1983) 


Today’s boards are made in TDC technology. 
This carbon composite construction now sets 
the industry standard for outstanding light, stiff 
and durable hulls, combining carbon and glass 
fibers with epoxy, styrofoam and a thin ASA 
skin. Other manufacturers have labeled this 
technology as Epoxy Carbon, LCS and Lite 
Carbon, 


As the leader in development, SAILBOARD is 
proud to bring you not just new ideas, but 
smart ideas — ideas that move our industry. 
SAILBOARD. . where technology meets peak 
performance through perfect design. 


In ’88 we also introduce four new ASA shapes. 
















Photos C* torn King 1988 



The Sport Rack by Blc Sport holds either one or two sailboards and rigs. One clip fits cars both 
with and without gutters, and attaches to 95 percent of the cars and vans on the market. 
Preassembled and ready for use, the Sport Rack can be installed and removed In less than a 
minute. 


With the Yakima Wind-Ready, wind-blown boards and cumbersome gear stacks are a ^ n 9 °J Me 
past. Each board rests on its individual T, making it easy to get at boards on the bottom of the 
stack without untying everything. Two pairs of straps hold an entire load of up to eight boards, 
booms, and bags securely In place. A smaller unit with a four-board capacity is also available. 



molding or rubber seal. In some cases, a 
sort of external gutterless bracket can be 
used. If there is any type of trim, such as 
a chrome piece, door molding, or opera 
window on the exterior of the car, such 
pieces can be substituted for a rain gut¬ 
ter. 

The variety of mounts is endless, but 
beyond ensuring his own rack fits his car 
securely, it isn’t something the customer 
should concern himself with. The rack 
companies take it on themselves to do the 
hard work of keeping track of changing 
roof lines. 

Each year, the rack engineers study 
the new car designs to see if their existing 
fastening systems will fit. If not, they get to 
work on their new castings, moldings, 
and clips, and by the time you buy your 
new car off the lot, there is a good chance 
that you will be able to buy a rack to fit it. 

Some board companies publish an¬ 
nual listings of the correct rack mounting 
for each new car design. Dealers gener¬ 
ally keep copies of these lists around the 
shop, and can help you match your rack 
to your ride. If not, a quick call to the 
factory will usually set things straight. 

Some special cases require extra 
ingenuity. Two-door cars may need some 
sort of compound clip with a spreader bar 
to hold the front and back towers to the 
car. When constructing such rigs, it is 
important to keep as much distance as 
possible between front and back cross¬ 
bars. A front-to-back spread of 20 to 24 
inches may be okay for snow skis, but a 
big sailboard will need nearly threeTeet of 
rack spread to ride comfortably. A two- 
foot spread is minimum for safe board 
carrying, and if you get much below the 
two-foot distance, you are asking for 
trouble. 

Tailor Made 

Once you have the concept and the 
fit. you can begin to design your personal 
rack system. The first thing to consider is 
what type of loads you plan on carrying. 
If you plan to travel light, with just a slalom 
board on the Porsche, you might want to 
go for one of those streamlined, sporty 
models from Bic, Rola, or Barrecrafter 
that will look good even when the board 
isn't riding on top. 

On the other hand, you may want to 
carry a whole quiver of yours and your 
friend's boards atop the old wagon. 
Under such loads, all but the stoutest of 
racks will eventually fail. 

You can figure that a standard 50- 
inch crossbar will carry two boards 
abreast-and you can always stack-but if 
you are seriously into the multi-board 
transport mode, you might consider a 
double-decker rack such as Terzo and 
Thule make, or perhaps the new Yakima 
Wind Ready, which lets you rack up to 
eight boards on T-shaped brackets. 
Obviously, the heavier the load, the heav¬ 
ier the hardware should be. If you plan on 
carrying .something weightier than 
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'If card is missing, send your name and address to WindRidedHiFly Sweepstakes, P.O. Bax 183, Mt. Morris, IL 61054. 
Indicate whether or not you wish to subscribe to WindRider (or on. ITJtno? Fn close oavment or well bill uou late 


Mistral's Equipe Wetsuit: 
look cool and stay warm! 

This convertible wetsuit is like 
two suits in one. The sturdy 
one-piece steamer of 3mm 
Yammomoto neoprene fea¬ 
tures zip-off arms that 
quickly change the sleeves 
from long to short. It's also 
got a unique double-front zipper, 
ultra durable 6mm kneepads 
and watertight blind-stitched 
and glued seams. 


Mistral's Equipe Gearbag 
Gotta lotta gear? This big (30"xl3"xl3"), 
heavy-duty, expandable bag is loaded with 
extras, including high-quality Nifko buckles, 
a sports racket attachment, two outer com¬ 
partments and easy-entry zippers. 


Sign up now for year- 
round fun by subscribing 
to WindRider, the Nation's 
leading Windsurfing 
Magazine, and enter the 
HiFly/WindRider Sweepstakes. 
This new Superfun from HiFly 
or one of these other great 
prizes could be yours, courtesy 
of HiFly, Mistral and WindRider, 
three of the greatest names in 
windsurfing! Simply fill in the 
attached card 
to enter!* 


CONTEST RULES 

1. Contest void where pro¬ 
hibited by law. 

2. Employees of WindRider 
Magazine, participating 
companies and their con¬ 
glomerates are not eligible. 

3. All entries must be post¬ 
marked on or before 
August 1st, 1988. 

4. All winners will be con¬ 
tacted by WindRider during 
the month of October, 1988. 

5. Sweepstakes entrants 
must be 18 years or older. 

6. Enter as often as you 
like. Each entry must be 
mailed separately. 

7. No purchase required. 


Dorsey, MD 21076 
(301) 796-7830 
In Canada: (416) 264-3288 


HiFly Superfun: the newest design from 
the leader in fun! 

With its V-concave bottom for stability 
and early planing, sharp high rails for 
clean water release and super light 
weight—just 30 pounds, this all new 
for '88 design is just what you'd ex¬ 
pect: Super fun! The Superfun offers 
easy handling, great upwind perform¬ 
ance and plenty of high speed sailing 
with a standard 5.8 Fun Wing Sail. 
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Terzo racks are available in any of four colors In addition to basic black. Sailors can choose 
between two styles of carriers: a single-width cradle set, with boom clips and built-in mast 
holder, and a sailboard carrying set, with crossbar pads for big loads. Accessories include 
locking knobs and a selection of mast holders; boom clips, and padded buckle covers. 


Barrecrafters offers sailors the choice of resting their boards on a non-marking rubber pad or a 
polyurethane roller cushion. Mast clips, qulck-attach straps, and spacer cushions (or b ° a '° 
stacking are available, and the units attach quickly to autos with rain gutters. The steel crossoar 
is vinyl-coated to protect against rust, and a locking system Is available. 


sailboards on the racks, you should take 
that into consideration as well. 

Be advised that when you place your 
order for a basic rack, you will not receive 
one of the fully-assembled pieces of art 
you see advertised in the magazines. 
Generally, a basic rack kit contains the 
towers, crossbars, pads, and clips that 
are the heart of the system. These pieces 
will require assembly, but it doesn't take 
a rocket scientist to figure how everything 
fits. If you do run into difficulties, your 
dealer can generally clear up any confu¬ 
sion quickly. 

Aside from the basics, there are a few 
standard items you will want for your 
racks. Most companies offer some type of 
board pad that attaches to the crossbar, 
as well as clips designed to hold a mast 
firmly in place. A set of tie-down straps will 
look a lot classier than leftover clothesline 
segments, and you might even spring for 
the various tensioning devices used to 
cinch the straps tight. 

Unless you never plan on letting your 
car out of your sight, you might consider 
investing in the rack locks that fit onto the 
tension knobs of most tower designs. If 
you leave your board on the racks for 
extended periods of time, you might also 
think about buying some type of cable 
lock to secure your sailboard to the racks. 
At present, only Rola racks offers a 
sailboard locking device that directly 
retrofits their racks, but Thule is also 
developing a similar device. 

The alternative to locking your racks 
to your roof is to remove them when not 
transporting sailboards. While this option 
may have detrimental effects on your 
"rackhead" image, it will boost your gas 
mileage. If removal and replacement are 
a part of your rack strategy, make sure 
you purchase a brand that will mount and 
dismount easily and quickly. You might 
also check to make sure the unmounted 
racks will stow in your trunk or back seat. 

Once you get the basics down, the 
sky's the limit. The big names in the rack 
business offer special attachments to 
haul all types of sporting gear, and add¬ 
ing a sport is as easy as ordering the extra 
attachment... and paying for it. 

Speaking of paying, you'd better plan 
on spending the price of a fancy dinner or 
two when ordering a set of roof racks. A 
basic set of crossbars, towers, pads, and 
straps from one of the name-brand manu¬ 
facturers will run you maybe $100 or 
$110, while a maxed-out carrier can top 
$200. But compared to the investment 
you plan on hauling on top of those racks, 
and the investment riding under them, the 
price is pretty reasonable. 

If there is a moral to this story, it is this: 
Take the time to find the right racks for 
your car, and don't try to save a few bucks 
on something cheap that will break, drip 
rust on your car, or leave skid marks on 
your board. 

That’s all for now, so Rack 'Em Up and 
Roll ’Em Out. • 
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• MONEY BACK GUARANTEE 

• FREE 60-PAGE COLOR 
CATALOG 

• FREE WETSUIT WITH MOST 
BOARDS.. .EARLY BIRD 
ACT NOW BONUS 

• SAVE AN ADD’L 20, 30 or 40% 
OFF MANY OF OUR ALREADY 
DISCOUNTED ACCESSORY 
ITEMS WHEN YOU BUY 

A BOARD 

• SAVE AN ADD’L 50% OFF 
OUR ALREADY DISCOUNTED 
MASTS AND BOOMS WHEN 
YOU BUY YOUR NEXT SAIL 

• NO SALES TAX (most states) 

• SAME DAY SHIPPING 
AVAILABLE 4S-Hour Shipping 
Guaranteed 

• SECOND DAY AIR AVAILABLE 

• FREE FREIGHT WITH TWO OR 
MORE BOARDS 


Some items available only from our 
5,000 sq. ft. outlet store in St. Paul. 

S TOLL FREE 
ORDER LINE 
1 - 800 - 992-7245 


iAilboARd 

Warehouse^ 



300 E. South Owasso Blvd. • St. Paul, MN 55117 
Telephone (612) 482-9995 Reader Service 91 


PHONE OR WRITE FOR FREE 60 PAGE COLOR CATALOG 

Special Section On All The Latest In Product Design 
And Construction. (Sent Within 24 Hours Via 
First Class Mail.) O 

























EQUIPMENT TIP 

•••••••• 


Building A Balanced Rig 


by Randy French 

I can remember my newfound 

windsurfing pal’s words now: "This 
sport is great, easy to learn, and 
cheap," he beamed. "I mean, it's 
not like snow skiing-paying every 
year for lift tickets. Just buy a sailboard 
package deal and you’re set. The 
wind's free!" Three boards, five sails, 
two booms, and four fins later, I 
decided I'd be glad to pay for wind just 
to be able to use all this stuff. 

So why all the equipment? You can 
see upgrading to higher quality stuff, 
but isn’t buying multiple boards, fins, 
and sails going too far? Not really. The 
answer boils down to balancing your 
board, sail, and fin for the conditions 
you want to sail in. 

SEASONED SAILS 

My first sail worked great in light 
winds, but I wanted to sail in more de¬ 
manding conditions. I realized quickly 
what having too much surface area in a 
sail was all about. My larger sail, which 
faithfully lifted me up onto a plane, 
turned on me like a mad sumo wrestler 
as the wind increased. I was thrown 
everywhere: up, down, and through. 

I'd heard of opening windows, but this 
was expensive. 

After a quick run to the shop to pay 
more for something less, I found myself 
enjoying life again. I had balanced the 
surface area of my sail to the amount of 
wind in which I wanted to sail. Starting 
at a wind speed of 10 mph, a sail 
change should be considered for every 
five to seven mph wind increase to 
create a perfectly balanced rig. Based 
on this, I ended up with five sail sizes in 
my quiver to fit varying wind speeds: 

10 to 15.15 to 20, 20 to 25. 25 to 30, 
and 30 to 35 mph. We do get those 
40-plus days, but we have to draw the 
line somewhere. 

Check with your local sail dealer for 
the optimal sail size in each wind speed 
category for your weight. Since sails 
will stretch enough to compensate for 
additional wind speeds of up to seven 
mph, and considering the most 
consistent wind range in your area, 
three sails will usually meet your needs. 

BALANCED BOARDS 

Now we move on to the more ex¬ 
pensive component of this balancing 
act, and the one that piques my interest 
most. Like your sail, the components of 
your board must be balanced to the 
98 


BOARD SIZE CHART 


Volume Board 
(Liters) Length 


Sailor’s weight in pounds 

125 150 175 200 



9*0" 

9'2’ 

9*4" 

9'6" 

98" 

9'10" 


Wind speed in mph 
15-20 20-25 25-30 


10-15 15-20 

10-15 10-15 


100L 
110L 
115L 
120L 
125L 

130L 

NOTE: 

1. Fresh water vs. salt water with higher flotation is a factor. 

2. Smooth water with high winds can make a larger board more controllable. 

3. Sailor wearing a full wetsuit must account for added weight. 

4. Design of the specific board, plus wind conditions,, must be considered in 
addition to length and volume. 


8-12 

8-12 

8-12 


10-15 

8-12 

8-12 


20-25 

15-20 

10-15 

10-15 

10-15 


30-35 

25-30 

20-25 

15-20 

10-15 

10-15 


SAIL SIZE CHART 



Wind Speed 
MPH 


10-15 

15-20 

20-25 

25-30 

30-35 

NOTE: 


Sailor's weight in pounds 

125 ISO 175 200 


Sail size in square meters 
5.6-5.9 5.9-6.6 6.6-7.0 


5.0-5.3 5.6-5.9 

4.5- 5.0 5.0-5.3 

4.0-4.2 4.5-4.7 

3.5- 37 4.0-4.2 


5.9-6.3 

5.3-S.9 

4.7-5.3 

4.5-4.7 


7.4-8.0 

6.6- 7.0 
5.9-6.3 
5.3-5.6 

4.7- 5.0 


Sail size would vary with size of board being.ridden and type of 
sail (R.A.F., camber, speed, etc.). 


FIN SIZE CHART 



Wind Speed 
MPH 


125 


Sailor's weight in pounds 

150 175 


200 


10-15 


11 - 


Fin size 

11 - 12 ’ 11 - 12 ' 


50sq.in. 50-60sq.in 50-60sq.in 


30-35 


10-1V 11" 

45-50sq.in. 50sq.in. 

io- io- 

44sq.in. 44$q.in. 

10 ' 10 " 

44sq.in. 44sq.in. 

9-9.5- IO' 

41-44sq.in. 44sq.in. 


11 - 12 ' 

50-60sq.in 

10 - 11 * 

44-50sq.in 

IO' 

44$q.in. 

IO' 

44sq.in 


12 ' 

60sq.in. 

12 - 

60sq.in. 

IT 

50sq.in. 

10 - 11 * 

44-50sq.in 

10 ' 

44sq.in. 
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wind speeds you want to sail in. The 
key features on a hull are the volume 
(the total mass) and surface area (the 
length and width of the planing sur¬ 
face). 

Once again, like your sail, the 
features on a hull that make your board 
work in light air can fight you as the 
wind increases. A typical light-air 
slalom board has a volume high 
enough to float you in subplaning 
conditions, carrying you through those 
low-wind jibes and tacks. Tail thickness 
and width increase in light-air boards, 
supplying the float needed to get the 
hull planing. Rocker lines (the length¬ 
wise bend of the board) will also be 


I believe most hulls 
have an optimal 
five-knot wind 
range, with a little 
margin below and 
above,where they 
perform ideally. 


flatter, allowing the hull to accelerate 
quickly when powered. 

As wind speeds increase, volume 
and surface area must be reduced to 
maintain proper handling characteris¬ 
tics. In higher winds, the added power 
that puts and keeps you on a plane re¬ 
duces the need for volume. The 
flotation characteristics of a thicker 
board in higher winds make it bouncy 
and hard to keep on the water. Choppy 
surface conditions, created by higher 
wind speeds, react against a wide 
planing surface with the same effect. 

So surface area must also be reduced. 

Boards also have narrower tails and 
become thinner as the total length is cut 
down, and rocker lines will curve more 
on high-wind boards. This allows the 
sailor to roll back on the tail to reduce 
the wetted surface (the part of the 
board touching the water) to react to 
the chop. Also, as the chop and swells 
increase, deeper bottom concaves are 
needed to get your board up and over, 
instead of plowing through it. The 
exception to this is the wave board, 
where flatter bottoms are needed for 
maneuvers on the face of a wave. 

I believe most hulls have an optimal 

JULY 1988 


five-knot wind range, with a little margin 
below and above, where they perform 
ideally. With a range of 10 knots 
between them, two hulls will usually 
cover most of your sailing needs. If you 
want to get into speed sailing, waves, 
or course racing, you’ll want to consider 
adding a board for each specialty for 
maximum fun. 

FINE FINS 

Fins come in every shape imagin¬ 
able. And as much as I’d like to tell you 
which one to buy, I can't. Fins are a 
personal preference item, and "To each 
his own" applies. (Well, almost!) There 
are a few things I can tell you about 
them as they pertain to balance. 

A quality foil is essential. Like the 
rocker line on your board, if the foil is 
not correct, the other aspects of the fin, 
like the template (or shape) and surface 
area, can't properly function. An 
uneven surface, pock marks, or chips 
will decrease the efficiency of a foil 
more than you’d think. So examine a fin 
carefully before they ring it up on the 
register. 

After you find a quality foil, proper 
performance depends on how you use 
the fin. A fin with more rake (or curve) 
turns easier, while a fin with a straighter, 
more vertical leading edge usually 
points upwind stronger. 

Your fin must be in balance with the 
size of your sail and hull. As with your 
board and sail, as the wind increases, 
your fin’s surface area must also be re¬ 
duced. A large fin is necessary for in¬ 
creased lift and lateral resistance to 
help you get on and stay on a plane in 
lighter winds. With increased thrust 
and momentum, you don’t need a large 
fin. For sailors who only have one 
shortboard, it's important to look at the 
size and shape of your fin. Trying to 
ride your light-air board into the upper 
wind ranges becomes a battle for 
control. Spinouts and blowouts during 
a jibe can be greatly reduced by 
selecting a smaller, maneuver-oriented 
surf, slalom, or wave fin. 

Although I don't think you need to 
change fins every time you reduce sail 
area, when you’ve put on your third sail 
or you’re overpowered on your second, 
make a fin change. For example, if you 
started the day on a 65-foot sail and 
went down to a 60, then to a 55, a fin 
change is in order. A board change 
would be ideal. 

Balancing the sail, board, and fin is 
essential for comfortable, controlled 
sailing in a variety of wind conditions. 
Sometimes just one change can make 
the difference between fun and 
frustration. • 

Randy French is chief designer for Seatrend, 
a manufacturer of high-performance 
sailboards. He started shaping surfboards 
20 years ago and has been shaping 
sailboards for the last eight years. 



9-3/4". 9-1/4" ^- 

8-3/4", 8-1/4", 10-, 11", 12", 

Wave Slotted Slalom 



Rainbow Fin Distributing 
RO. Box 3155 
Indialantic, FL 32903 

407- 777-5936 

Rainbow Fin Company 
783 San Andreas Rd. 

La Selva Beach, CA 95076 

408- 728-2998 
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EXCLUSIVE 



You won’t find this brochure 
or our sails at your local board 
shop.. .this year 
But both are available now, 
direct from Maui. Call or 
write us. 



HOT SAILS MAUI 

207 W. Kuiaha Road, Haiku, Hawaii 96708 
Ph: (808) 575-2002 Fax: 808-575-9984 
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GEARING UP 



Da Visor Dat's 
Happening 

an't get enough of 
DaKine? Then you'll 
love Da Visor, just 
one of the new products in 
the company’s new line of 
action-oriented surf and 
sportswear. Da Visor is 
made of lightweight, quick¬ 
drying nylon that won’t soak 


up a ton of water, fall off 
easily, or become uncom¬ 



fortable during those long 
sailing sessions. 

For more info on da 
latest from Da Kine, write • 
them at 408 Columbia 
#300, Hood River, OR 
97031, or circle reader 
service card number 101. 

Make Room For Maka 

G aastra now offers the 
Pascal Maka 
Speedseat, the 
harness Maka used to 
make his world record runs. 
This design transforms 
weight to the board and 
absorbs shock, allowing the 
sailor to maintain maximum 
leverage and control. It's 
flexible, conforms to any 
body type, and features 
Gaastra's unique "Air 
System.” 

For all the facts, contact 
Gaastra Sails, USA, 14 
Strawberry Hill Avenue, 

East Norwalk, CT 06855, or 
talk to your local windsurf¬ 
ing dealer. Circle reader 
service card number 103. 



Neat New Cleat 


Attention, Speedsters! 


G ot a sail with a tack 
strap? Wanna get 
even better perform- 
. ance out of it? Then take a 
look at the new base cleat 
from Streamlined Corpora¬ 
tion. The Low Down cleat 
system attaches directly to 
the tack strap, rather than 
to the universal joint, 
relieving the joint of undue 
stress and permitting it to 
swivel. The system uses 
Streamline’s powerful 4:1 
downhaul system to close 
the gap. 

To get the low down on 
the Low Down, contact the 
company at PO Box 246, 
Cardiff by the Sea, CA 
92007-0246, or circle 
reader service card number 
. 107 


S peedskin, Inc., has 
three new products 
for 1988. The 

Speedscrew is a revolution¬ 
ary skeg screw that helps 
prevent brokemfins and 
blown-out skeg boxes and 
retails for $2.50 for a 
package of four. Speedtrim 
is an easily installed strip 
that seals the gap in front of 
and behind the fin in your 
skeg box, and can also seal 
off thruster boxes. You can 
get a package of two eight- 
inch strips for $3.99. And 
Speedskin is a clear 
coating that binds an ultra- 
thin layer of water to the 
board when sailing to make 
it plane quicker, accelerate 
faster, and jibe more easily. 
A kit contains enough 
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the advantage of inter¬ 
changeable trailing foils. 
This is the first fin with the 
capability of using different 
foils for different purposes. 
Now you can have three 
split fins for the price of two, 
mix colors, and replace 


damaged foils. 

The Convertible Split Fin 
line has three series, each 
with a specific use. You 
can get a free brochure by 
writing Hyperform at 3420 
N. Courtnay Parkway, 

Merritt Island, FL 32953, or 
circle reader service card 
number 104. 


The Ins And Outs Of It 


W asting time 

threading outhaul 
and downhaul 
lines every time you sail? 
Wasting space with old- 
fashioned pulley-hooks? 
End that waste with the all- 
new Zero Clearance Down- 


May The Force 12 Be 
With You 

S teve Colletta of 

Waddell Sailboards is 
a man who knows 
what he likes, and he's 
stoked on the Force 12 
harness from Williwaw Surf 


coating for at least two 
boards and retails for 
$19.95. 

Contact Speedskins at 
1311 Bishop Grosse Pointe 
Park, Ml 48230, or circle 
reader service card number 
109. 


Buckles And Locks 


N ew from Nautix is its 
unique front end, the 
Quick-Lock, a buckle 
mechanism that eliminates 
inhaul systems and 
dangerous point loading. 
Made of aluminum and 
Zytel plastic from Dupont, 
the Quick-Lock is designed 
to save time by allowing the 
sailor to adjust boom height 
without having to release 
outhaul tension. It also 
prevents boom-mast friction 
and guarantees a tight 
connection. 

It's available in three 
tube diameters to adapt to 
any boom on the market, 
and can be found at your 
local Nautix Test center. 

You can also write Nautix at 
51 Milina Drive, Easthamp- 
ton, NY 11937. Circle 
reader service card number 
105. 


Patty Weitzel. The unpad¬ 
ded harness is comfortable, 
fits snugly, and will not ride 
up. It's available at shops 
around the country in a 
number of sizes and colors, 
and features both a men’s 
and women's cut. 

Contact WindGear Maui 
at Box 485, Kula, Maui, HI 
96790, or circle reader 
service card number 110. 


and-Outhauler from 
Designs In Motion. You can 
close the gap and rig in 
seconds. 

One Down-And- 
Outhauler sells for $7.95, 
and two go for $13.95, each 
with a $2 handling charge. 
Order yours from Designs 
In Motion, 8 Byron Street, 
Belleville, Ontario, CN K8N 
2W1, or get more info by 
circling reader service card 
number 108. 


Foils Again! 


H yperform (formerly 
Wilson Fin Company) 
introduces the 
Convertible Split Fin series 
that combines their original, 
proven design concept with 


& Sail Accessories. The 
Force 12 is an anatomically 
designed harness that 
offers maximum pelvic 
support that virtually 
eliminates lower back 
stress. Unlike conventional 
pelvic harnesses, it's barely 
noticeable when walking 
and sailing. 

Colletta says check it 
out. Write or call Williwaw 
at 1512 Jasmine Street. San 
Mateo, CA 94402, or circle 
reader service card number 
106. 


A Racy New Design 


W indGear Maui has 
a hot new seat 
harness for slalom 
racing that was worn by five 
WindGear slalom teams in 
the Kanaha Team Slalom ■ 
Race, including two-time 
women's champions Marnie 
Crans, Jill Mackey, and 
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WIFINDER 

BLUE WATER • WILD WINDS • SUNSHINE 



Who says adventure Is obsolete? Not the stalwart few who sailed these canoes wth their 
boardsailing friends the 18 miles from Maui to Molokai. 


Hawaii Blue Water Crossing 

The first Hawaii Blue Water Crossing, 
a regatta/race from Maui to Molokai to 
Oahu, was held April 16 through 18. The 
event was the brainchild of Tom Stone, 
and although this route has been traveled 
before by several of the hardcore Hawai¬ 
ian windsurfers, this was the first time it 
was an organized event. 

But this crossing is no small achieve¬ 
ment. When conditions are right it can be 
long yet fun, but when conditions are bad, 
it's every man (and woman) for himself, as 
enormous waves and strong currents 
make rescue a remote possibility at best. 
And if the winds happen to simply die 
halfway, it could be hours or even days 
before all the members of a large fleet can 
be found and recovered. 

But that's all part of the challenge. On 
a good summer day (when the trade 
winds are blowing strong and steady), 
the 18-mile crossing from Maui to Molokai 
can be accomplished in under an hour. 
Strong sailors will sail over in the morning, 
spend the day hiking or wave riding, and 
return in the afternoon for a truly unique 
outing. The 35-mile run from Molokai to 
Oahu is quite a bit longer and potentially 


more dangerous and is attempted less 
often. 

Eighteen windsurfers and crews from 
three traditional Hawaiian sailing canoes 
met at Fleming Beach on the west end of 
Maui on Friday morning. The sailing ca¬ 
noes launched into 10- to 12-knot winds 
at 10 a.m. The windsurfers waited until 
early afternoon in hopes that the wind 
would pick up. 

The sailors finally hit the water on nine- 
to 10-foot boards with 5.0m to 6.0m sails 
in light winds. Halfway there the breeze 
picked up to 15 knots, making the cross¬ 
ing quite pleasant. The winning time for 
the first leg was under two hours. The 
fleet landed at Kaunakakai on the east 
end of Molokai, where they were met by 
several trucks that transported them and 
their gear across the island to the Kal- 
uakoi Resort, where everyone spent the 
night. 

Unfortunately, the posh dining facili¬ 
ties at the resort required shoes and long 
pants, which most of the crossing partici¬ 
pants had neglected to bring. So instead 
everyone gathered in their rooms for 
bread, salami, and beer. But the half- 
price room rates made up for the incon¬ 
venience. 


The sailing canoes went the full dis¬ 
tance (53 miles) around the island, land¬ 
ing on the beach at the west end of 
Molokai in a rapidly rising surf as a large 
swell was beginning to hit the islands 
from the north. 

Saturday found the surf continuing to 
rise. Eight-foot surf, closing out every¬ 
where, combined with light winds made 
launching for the second leg of the race 
impossible So the group hiked, slept, or 
played golf, volleyball, and croquet. The 
more inventive turned up with long pants 
and shoes for dinner that night. 

The surf subsided a bit with four- to 
six-foot waves and increasing winds on 
Sunday. Fourteen windsurfers joined the 
sailing canoes for the second leg: 35 
miles of open ocean sailing with 10-foot 
swells and no chase boats. The real 
adventure had begun. Luckily, the 
weather and wind cooperated and three 
and a half hours later, everyone began 
arriving in rocky Kailua bay in large surf. 
Only a couple of minor problems 
plagued the event and everyone was 
safe. 

Maui residents took the last plane 
back to their island, while Oahu-ites were 
picked up by relieved relatives. 

This year’s event was sponsored by 
Motorola and Hawaii CellularTelephone, 
which provided communications for the 
organizers. Next year the event is 
planned as a real race rather than just for 



A moment of prayer and fellowship unites these 
sailors as they prepare to meet the challenge of 
the Hawaii Blue Water Crossing. 
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the Maui Windsurf Company 




£=2] Closest 

Retail Shop 
to Kanaha Beach 
Park & Airport 

MAUI’S BEST RENTAL EQUIPMENT: Full line of Fanatic, 
Ultra Protech, Custom Boards 8'6"-9'6? Short and Long 
Term rates available find, hardtacks, Hawaiian harnesses). 
Unlimited rental equipment exchanges. Complete car, condo 
equipment packages. Select private vacation homes. 
Hugh England and.experienced staff bring you over 12 
years’ windsurfing experience: Our full-service Retail Shop 
offers the world’s finest accessories and beachwear. 


Beginnerrlntei^ediate^lpd 

.Advanced 

Including shortjward^eofitftque, beaSR^^ 
water starts, jibes. Graup (W max) an&pnyal 
lessons available. Maui Magic Instructional Vld 
' are incorporated into all lessons: :, State ; eftrt&- 
art radio communication between mstnjctac^ 
and student. . 

3to 5 day lesson packages . i 

jJrDave arid - Mamie Crans design a lesion package 


windsurfing destination 


HAWAII 


Call or Write for Free Brochure 


, 800-872-0999 </F 

520 Keolani Plat^(AirporLI\dad), 
Kahului. Maui. HI 96732 • 808-877-4816 
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Crazy Californian Dean Karnazes of the Good Clean Fun gang demonstrates one of the moves that 
helped propel his team to number one. 


fun. Some of the participants are in favor 
of this idea, some are not. In any event, 
most agree that later in the summer, 
perhaps June or July, is a better time to 
have the race as the wind conditions are 
more reliable. 

Perhaps Kim Ball, race participant 
and owner of the Hi-Tech retail stores on 
Maui, put it best: “It was a great adven¬ 
ture, not just a great sail." 

Contributed by Eric Sanford 

Good Clean Fun 

Surfsailors come to Jalama Beach 
for two reasons: They love the high wind 
and heavy surf that hits the area in the 
springtime and they also love those big, 
juicy burgers known as Jalama burgers. 
In the usual conditions, you eat a burger, 
then Jalama eats you. A surfsailing 
competition in such grinding conditions 
is a crowd pleaser; it's sort of like bullfight¬ 
ing, but you hold a sail in your hands 
instead of a cape! 

The wind for the 1988 West Coast 
Shootout, held on April 23, was a light, but 
steady 15 knots, mere fluff compared to 
the normal fare. But the performance 
level was very high. People really cut 
loose instead of hanging on for dear life. 
Seventy-four competitors showed up, 
sailed their best for the judges, saw some 
old friends, made some new ones, and 
enjoyed themselves. It was really a 
coming together of all the California 
tribes, since, as a team event, each area 
was represented by its best men, women, 
and masters. 

Mike Dunmire of the Waveline Ven¬ 


tura Team took individual top honors. A 
veteran of countless competitions, he’s 
known as a light-wind wunderkind, Dun¬ 
mire played his own tune and obviously 
the judges were listening. In the final 45- 
minute heat that he shared with 20 other 
sailors, Mike looked like a non-stop aero¬ 
bic exercise. Dean Karnazes and Brian 
Caserio of the Good Clean Fun Team 
were also brilliant, and just good enough 
to pull away from the boys of Team X, 
Todd Jones and Rich Myers (fifth). 

They should make Kristi Henderson 
sail with her hands tied behind her back. 
She must have a closet full of trophies by 


now and there's no end in sight. Kristi's 
blend of clean sailing and smooth transi¬ 
tions were number one in the judges’ 
eyes. Kim Tipples trains in the chilly 
waters of Northern California, and put on 
a great show for second place, never 
losing her characteristic smile. Kerry 
Dalidio was the only female on the Good 
Clean Fun Team and added valuable 
points to the team effort with a third 
place. 

Bob Krause snuck up and stole the 
masters crown. And well he should, 
since he spends more time at Jalama 
than anyone else. Krause, representing 
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Close the Gap 
Between Fantasy 
and Reality... 

Come to 
The Aruba 
Highwind 


All the windsurfing you desire 
right ontside your door! 

The best launch and wind in Aruba 
is right in front of your hotel, the 
Aruba Beach Resort. 

Count on sailing every day! 

Aruba’s wind record is one of the 
most consistent in the world! 

The best equipment rigged 
and waiting on the beach! 

1988 Mistral, Seatrend and custom. 


Aruba Beach Resort 

On a beautiful private beach, the 
resort features the largest water 
sports center in Aruba, swimming 
pool, tennis courts, casino and 
gourmet restaurants. 

Other Vela Destinations: 
Cancun Highwind Center 
Baja Highwind Center 
Experience Maui Package 
Big Winds Gorge Clinics 






Improve your sailing! 

Learn jibes, waterstarts or the 
basics from our Mistral Certified 
instructors. 


Close the Gap. 
Call Vela Tbday! 
800 - 223-5443 


125 University Ave. Suite 40 
Palo Alto, CA 94301 

415-322-0613 
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Bonaire Beach 



One of the world’s greatest 
dive sites is also one of the 
Caribbean’s best windsurfing 
locales. The winds average 
from 15 to 30 knots year 
’round. Bonaire Beach’s newly 
certified Mistral Windsurfing 
School offers everything from a 
land simulator for beginners to 
sleek, high-performance boards 
and sails for experts. And, 
windsurfing is FREE... as is 
sunfish sailing, mini-golf, day 
and night tennis, and a games 
and activities program. 

All this, plus the largest 
white sandy beach on Bonaire, 
the Black Coral Casino, and 
fantastic snorkeling and diving. 
Complete packages including 
room, breakfast and personal 
windsurfer are available. 

For information and 
reservations call I.T.R. 
toll free 800-223-9815. 

In N.Y. 212-840-6636. 






Famous for rum, relaxation, and racing: the Island of Barbados played host to the 1988 Suzuki 
International Funboard Challenge. 


Team Underground, put all that practice 
on the line, and pulled off the upset of the 
contest. Bob Lievsay of Waveline and 
John Wagar of Bruce Jones battled all 
day and tied for second with Bo Swartout 
(Good Clean Fun) and Mark Moody 
(Bruce Jones) closing out the top five 
masters. 

So, after a very long afternoon, the 
judges added up the numbers on their 
scorecards and the competitors huddled 
around the barbecue pit in the camp¬ 
ground to hear their decision. Suspense 
rose with each prize handed out. In the 
end, the Good Clean Fun Team took 
overall honors for the second year in a 
row. Their consistency and depth was 
just overwhelming, as each team mem¬ 
ber nailed down a top five placing. Team 
Waveline Ventura took a second and 
vowed to come back stronger next year. 

According to Shootout rules, the 
Good Clean Fun team has the option of 
choosing the location and setting the 
format for next year’s event. One thing 
that won’t change is the fun and camara¬ 
derie that this event always generates. 
Contributed by Glenn Dubock 

Wild Winds In The 
West Indies 

“Relax, party, and have fun,” 
seemed to be the order of the event as the 
exotic Silver Sands Resort Hotel hosted 
the third annual Suzuki International 
Funboard Challenge on the south shore 
of Barbados from March 5 through 8, 
1988. Simpson Motors of Barbados and 
the Barbados Board of Tourism, organiz¬ 
ers and sponsors of the event (along with 
BWIA Airlines and Orchard fruit drinks), 
directed the attention of the Caribbean to 
the Silver Sands for four days while hun¬ 
dreds of spectators watched 43 competi¬ 
tors from 15 countries vie for top spots in 
this slalom competition with its unique 
“league” format. 

The league system sorts competi¬ 


tors, both male and female, into divisions 
of eight, with Division One consisting of 
the top racers. A total of five divisions 
were created for this event. 

The opening day saw ideal condi¬ 
tions. Winds were gusting up to 25 knots 
and the waves breaking on the offshore 
reef were nearly head high. Two rounds 
of elimination slalom were held, with men 
and women racing together to determine 
league seedings. (There were also 
separate women’s finals planned for the 
last day of racing, with one separate 
women’s heat per day scheduled as 
well.) 

Leading men for the first day were 
Britain’s Dave Cordell, with local favorite 
Trevor Hunte following closely on his 
heels, and Puerto Rican Suzuki team 
racer Dicky Villanueva holding down 
third place. These three men were the 
top three racers in Division One. As for 
the women, Fanatic’s Lisa Neuburger 
raced into Division Three, while Nathalie 
Golding of Barbados joined Division 
Four. 

A packed beach heralded the start 
of racing on day two, and each group 
raced three times during the day in 
winds of around 20 knots. The starting 
line was on the water, and racers flew full 
speed into the first mark just 30 yards off 
the beach. The bright sails, blue water, 
and spectacular collisions and falls 
thrilled the contingent on the beach. 

Announcer Peter (Huggie) Harris 
artfully built up tension, skillfully mixing 
music and cutting commentary, and the 
crowd enthusiastically responded with 
whooping and cheering, spurring on the 
competitors. At the end of this truly 
excellent day, the hotel and beach bars 
were dry, the TV cameras were still, and 
the racers flopped ashore, mentally and 
physically drained. 

As the competitors raced toward 
the final day, the wind and waves pro¬ 
gressively lessened. The racers were 
placed in a tough spot, because to pro- 
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The unique league system places competitors in divisions of eight based upon sailing expertise, and 
there was no shortage of talent in Barbados this year. 


mote fairness, a rule had been estab¬ 
lished that permitted each competitor- 
professional and amateur alike-to regis¬ 
ter only one board and four sails. As a 
result, racers were stuck in these lighter 
conditions on their high-wind slalom 
boards! This wasn't such a great burden, 
however, since everyone else was in the 
same boat! It certainly assured each 
competitor that his challenge would 
come from other racers, rather than from 
other boards. 

The unique league system relies 
upon at least a few days of sufficiently 
consistent winds to divide the racing fleet 
fairly into groups of eight. The winds 
cooperated enough to allow event organ¬ 
izers to successfully place all racers by 
Tuesday, March 8, the final day of racing. 

The wind, however, looked dismal 
Tuesday morning and the racers and 
committee members were almost ready 
to call the race as it stood. Strange clouds 
on the eastern horizon made optimists 
hopeful that a breeze would blow, al¬ 
though locals in-the-know were pessimis¬ 
tic. However, with the appearance of a 
few more ripples on the water around 
noon, zealous racers convinced race 
committee director, chairman, and head 
judge Steve Schrier to set the course and 
get the racers out there. 

A breeze miraculously filled in and 
three heats of finals for each league were 
held, plus three final women’s heats. 


Jimmy Diaz of St. Croix, charged with 
pent-up energy from three days of hot 
racing in Division Two that advanced him 
into Division One, staged a remarkable 
comeback. He displayed such confi¬ 
dence on the course that it became obvi¬ 
ous there could be no other winner in this 
event. 

Trevor Hunte gave Diaz a run for his 
money, but dropped back from first to an 
overall second. Hot funboard racer Jan 
Boersma, Curacao's 1988 Olympic 
hopeful, sailed into third place, and F2 
team racer Pat Corelli took fourth-place 


honors. 

Lisa Neuburger won the women's 
heats, while German sailor Ria Fug- 
genthaler, who maintained her stand¬ 
ing in the fourth league, took second 
place. Nathalie Golding and Sarah 
Shaw, Trevor Hunte’s feminine half, 
duked it out in a close battle for third. 
Nathalie eventually took it. 

Barbados hosted a very suc¬ 
cessful race this year and each suc¬ 
cessive annual race should prove to be 
even better! Offering more of the di¬ 
verse conditions for which the Carib- 
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COMPLETE 

TRAVEL 

PACKAGES 

FROM 


2/LVk ^ r - I. • - ** ~ 

TRAVEL PACKAGES -v' 

ARUBA PRO/AM FB(SM 

6/5 TO 6/12 rt i 

CURACAO PRO/AM 
6/14 TO 6/19 9 V ' 

CABARETE PRO/AM FROM $499. 
6/21 TO 6/26 

GORGE PRO/AM FROM $549. 

7/8 TO 7/17 

ST BARTS 24 HOURS FROM $729. 

TEAM MARATHON 8/4 TO 8/8 

PACKAGE INCLUDES: RT AIRFARE 
AND EQUIPMENT TRANSFERS 
FROM EAST COAST, REGISTRA¬ 
TION, ACCOMMODATIONS DOUBLE 
OCCUPANCY. CALL FOR SINGLE, 
TRIPLE AND QUAD RATES AND 
SPECIAL PACKAGES FOR 
PROFESSIONALS. 

/\WINDSURFING 

fmcAi'ims- 

800-635-1155 
215-348-9813 
FAX: 215-348-2341 
TELEX: 281481 WIND UR 


Reservations 

1 - 800 - 635-1155 

In PA: 215-348-9813 

. OAHU, MAUI 
. BARBADOS 
. DOMINICAN 
REPUBLIC 
. ARUBA 
. PUERTO RICO 
• ST. BARTS 
. ANTIGUA 
.CURACAO 
‘Limited availability. 
Prices subject to change. 
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bean is justly famous, Barbados is nowon 
the list of premier wave sailing sites. The 
island is the home of Silver Sands beach, 
which presents rather trying conditions 
that include a shorebreak as well as clean 
breaking swells on the reef. 

Then there's the serene Windsurf¬ 
ing Club, closer to Bridgeport, the wild, 
windward North Shore, and many 
beaches in between. Barbados offers 
varying conditions to suit any level of 
sailor. This former British Colony, fre¬ 


TOP FINISHERS 

MEN'S 
Division 1 

1. Jimmy Diaz. St. Croix 

2. Trevor Hunte, Barbados 

3. Jan Boersma, Curacao 

4. Pat Corelli, USA 

5. Chris Prior, Canada 

Division 2 

1. Rudi Maeder, Switzerland 

Division 3 

1. Phillip Als, Barbados 

Division 4 

1. Lars Eide, Norway 

WOMENS 

1. Lisa Neuburger, St. Croix 

2. Ria Fuggenthaler, 

W. Germany 

3. Nathalie Golding, Barbados 

4. Sarah Shaw, USA 

5. Cindy Moore, USA 


quented by the European surf crowd, is a 
training ground for the likes of Nathalie 
Siebel, Nathalie LeLievre, and Pierre 
Jean-Girard, as well as many of the top 
British sailors. 

The Suzuki International Challenge, 
with its league format, is challenging and 
fun for every level of racer. Assistant race 
organizer and promoter Cliff Nolon, of 
Simpson Motors on Barbados, would like 
to make this event even more accessible 
to amateur boardsailors from the States 
and Europe, and is working to put to¬ 
gether travel packages for 1989. Watch 
for information about this or contact Cliff 
at Simpson Motors, Ltd., for further info. 
The address is: Box 98, Bridgetown, 
Barbados, West Indies; phone 809-436- 
5555 or Fax 809-436-5979. Barbados 
welcomes all racers, both amateurs on 
holiday and professionals, to the 1989 
Suzuki International Challenge! 
Contributed by Lisa Neuburger 

Sunshine Regatta 

It was blowing 18 to 20 knots on 
Friday morning, which made the 100 or so 
entrants who traveled to Ft. Lauderdale 
for the Sunshine Regatta very happy. The 
race, which was organized by the Greater 
Ft. Lauderdale Boardsailing Association 
and sponsored by the Bahia Mar Resort, 
was held March 18 to 20 on the south end 
of Ft. Lauderdale's famous spring break 


strip. 

But while Friday’s wind was near 
perfect, a mean three- to five-foot shore- 
break caused some problems. Five sail¬ 
ors broke masts, and a lot more got thor¬ 
oughly worked. The Mistral one-design 
class wasn’t able to get out until late in the 
day, when conditions eased a bit. 

There were big swells out on the 
course, which made for interesting rac¬ 
ing. A round of slalom elimination was first 
on the agenda, both for production and 
unlimited classes. Lisa Neuburger took 
top women’s honors, while Mike 
Gebhardt walked away with the men’s 
unlimited class. 

By Saturday, the swell had sub¬ 
sided, the winds had backed off and 
moved offshore, and the weather had 
cooled, as intermittent rain sent everyone 
searching for their wetsuits. A long dis¬ 
tance race was planned, and some sail¬ 
ors who expected light conditions were 
caught by surprise when they reached 
the windline. One participant described it 
as pumping on a broad reach to the first 
mark in 10 knots or less, then working 
outside and just hanging on in winds of up 
to 20. 

All three classes started the long 
distance race together, which put about 
70 sailors together on a downwind start 
line. A second long distance of approxi¬ 
mately half the distance was run, and 




OVER TO... 


Our strength and knowledge makes buying 
easier and more fun. Whether you're a 
beginner or an expert. Our selection of used 
and new boards and accessories is 
unequaled. We feature Mistral, Hyfly, 
Obrien, Seatrend, Gaasfra, Daklne, Kerrits 
and our own line of custom short boards. When 
It comes to Windsurfing, Mooove over to New 
England Sailboard Company. Call or write 
today for our catalog. 

P.O. Box 233W, Jamaica, VT 802/874-4178 
Rt. 4 East, Rutland, VT 802/773-4146 


• 1987 Eastern Retailer of the Year 'ABIA' 

• 4th Largest MISTRAL Dealer in U.S.A. 
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once again, Mike Gebhardt crossed the 
finish line first. 

As winds eased off in the afternoon, 
sailors were treated to tunes, as the 
sounds of an open air concert up the 
beach were carried to the race course by 
the offshore winds. The afternoon's activi¬ 
ties included three course races, which 
were run in increasingly light winds. By 
the end of the afternoon, everyone was 
doing a lot of pumping. 

On the beach, it was tourist city, 
because literally thousands of spring 
breakers were attracted by the sight of 
colorful sails. Most brought their kegs and 
beer coolers, and some even made side 
bets on "the red one” or "the guy with the 
yellow sail." Few participants had ever 
raced before such a large and enthusias¬ 
tic crowd. 

The Bahia Mar Resort sponsored a 
banquet on Saturday night, and the sail¬ 
ors responded to the luxurious setting by 
putting on their best behavior, with none 
of the food fights and wild parties that 
sometimes break out when boardheads 
congregate. Ken Winner talked about the 
foundation of the new USBA, then Lisa 
Neuburger put in a few words about the 
IWBA. 

Sunday brought even lighter winds, 
and the guys were on 8.4s, while the girls 
mostly rigged 7.2s. Everyone pumped 
and coasted through two course races, 
then relaxed on the beach for a freestyle 
exhibition. 

Later, at the awards presentation, 
Mike Gebhardt took top honors in the un¬ 
limited class, while Pat Corelli won the 
production class. To no one's surprise, 
Lisa Neuburger won the women’s divi¬ 
sion. Overall, everyone considered the 
race an outstanding success, and plans 
are already in the works for the 1989 
regatta. Race organizers Jon Grau and 
Peter McNaughton plan to include a 
$35,000 purse to sweeten the pot. 
Contributed by Julie Renfro-Drysdale 

Bic Sports Speed Trials 

No doubt about it: speed sailing is 
strong down here in south Texas, as the 
area's flat-water sailing at the Ditch and 
the Flats at Laguna Madre are unsur¬ 
passed for generating flat-out speed. 

The time slot and location for this 
year's Bic Sport Speed Trials could not 
have been better selected, and a 200- 
meter course had been surveyed to take 
full advantage of the wind direction. 
Statistically, it’s sure to blow the first week 
in April at the Ditch. Well, so much for 
statistics. 

The Ditch, called the Brownsville Ship 
Channel by the local non-sailors, is usu¬ 
ally a great place to sail high thermal 
winds. But this year, cloud cover, cool 
temperatures, and two cold fronts kept 
the winds from developing. 

On April 5, the first day of the trials, the 
wind was in the right direction, but on the 


Complete Hi-Tech sailboard and nrKr’ 1 ^ 

equipment rentals (beginner to 0 

expert) 

Alan Cadiz’s "Hawaiian 
Sailboarding Techniques" 
instruction 


Call Maui Windsurfari 

Toll Free: 1-800-367-8047 ext. 334 

or Hi-Tech Sailboards 

230 Hana Highway. Kahului, HI 96732 808-877-2111 
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Come %ide the Winds of the Westl 


Some of the best 
wind in the world 
waits for you. 
Join us for the 
Storrie Book 
Classic III Regatta 
July 2, 3, & 4 

The Storrie Lake 
Regatta 
July 16 & 17 

For information call Las Vegas - San Miguel Chamber of Commerce 

Storrie Book Classic III Regatta Sponsored by Santa Fe Sailboard Fleet 
Storrie Lake Regatta Sponsored by New Mexico Boardsail Ass^iat'on 
727 Grand Ave. Las Vegas, New Mexico 87701 (505)425-8631 
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MAUI'S BEST 

HIGH-PERFORMANCE RENTAL FLEET 


light side. At 10 to 20 mph, some sailors 
were clocked at 22 to 25 mph on 6.4s, 
7.2s, and floaty boards. The boys with the 
14-inch guns would have to wait for an¬ 
other day. 

Wait! That became the key word at the 
trials. 

The next day a cold front brought 
good north winds, great for sailing the 
flats, and teams "Top End," "7-11," and 
"Team Pelican" opted to tune the small 
guns, 4.0s, and 5.0s. This was a great 
day for drag racing, and everyone went 
40 in his mind. One great thing about the 
flats is that, anywhere you fall, though 
none of us ever did, the water is no 
deeper than chest high. 

The flats had chop up to one foot, 
which was great for testing the new bot¬ 
toms of some of the speed boards. 
Meanwhile, back at the Ditch, the Bic 
Sports organizers threw out some marks 
for figure eight slalom. 

What followed, unfortunately, were 
more frustrating days at the Ditch, now 
called the "Bitch" by a few, with one set 
course. The wind blew either in the wrong 
direction or was not up to the 15-knot 
minimum. Then, at the end of the week, it 
looked as though there’d be a repeat of 
the second day’s weather, and the trial 
organizers moved the event to the flats, 
“anticipating good north winds." 

A 100-meter course was laid and, 
sure enough, on Sunday the front pro¬ 
duced winds up to 38 mph, and the action 
began. The first runs were made west to 
east, but as the wind's strength in¬ 
creased, an east-west run was favored. 
The optimum angle for the trap was a 
complete diagonal through the course, 
so timed runs reflect speeds a bit higher 
than they actually were. 

The equipment for the fast sailors 
varied from production equipment to 
slalom rigs and speed boards. Greg 
Willis of San Francisco made the top run 
of 34.14 mph on a Mistral Challenge Flex 
Tail, using a 5.2 Gaastra Speedfoil. John 
Radar was clocked at 32.88 using a 
Gaastra Racefoil and slalom board. The 
boys with those 14-inch guns will just 
have to keep them cocked until the next 
trials. 

As daylight ended, the winds gusted 
up to 38 mph, but not from a direction 
suitable for running the course. The high 
wind made for some incredible, fast, free 
runs by Brad Duffy, Tony Pighetti, and 
Rob Myers. It also made putting boards 
on racks a three-man job. 

The next two days it was back to Dud 
City. This year the Bic Speed Trials were 
something of a trial themselves. 
Contributed by Toby Armstrong 

Conch Regatta 

St. Augustine’s Conch Island Classic 
began on Friday, March 25, with the 
registration of some 79 participants and a 
seminar conducted by Olympic Silver 


20-25 Knot Winds Year-round 
72-80° F Water Temperature 
80-88°F Daytime High Air 
Temperature 

Over 100 Jimmy Lewis custom 
rental boards. _ 

NEILPRYDE |^ b | 

mistral Uga A 


• Over 200 Rental Boards 

• Exchange Boards at any time — NO CHARGE 

• 1 Mile from Kanaha Beach Park 

• Lesson Clinics Available — waterstarts, jibes, 
high wind, wave riding, slalom sailing. 


sa***- ijjg 

AM PRO ^3 


COMPLETE WINDSURFINGTHWH MCKAGES! 

^ 8 Days/7 Nights 

■■ ■ Airfare/Condominium Suite/Car and 
7 Great Days of Windsurfing Maui! 

K *per person/double occupancy/midweek 

» Jm west coast flights 

2 Week Packages Only $1,149!' v ^ 

• Non-windsurfing travelers pay only $649 
for 8-day package 

• Special children's fares 

CALL TOLL FREE 
1 - 800 - 231-6958 

Hawaiian island Windsurfing 
460 Dairy Rd., Kahului, Maui, HI 96732 
(808) 871-4981 
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WINDSURF ABACO 

•Jake an Out-bland vacation for as bw as $430.00 
•Package includes: Round Trip at from Fort Lauderdab 
to Marti Harbour, 7 nights accommodations per person 
quad occ. Mistral equipment plus extras. 

•Cbse-Safe-Easy. 

•Warm flat water or exciting wave sailing at Rush Reef. 
•For reservatbns or information cal our staff at: 

904 - 471-5558 

101F Street, St. Augustine, FL 32084 

/// CARIBBEAN 
III WATERSPORTS 
**** VACATIONS 
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windsurfing key largo 

104100 OVERSEAS HIGHWAY. KEY LARGO, FLORIDA; Phone: 305-451-3869 
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MAUI’S PRIMO RENTALS! 

• Custom shapes by Angulo Hawaii, Bob Dill, Randy French, Jimmy 
Lewis, and Adam Stanford 

• Latest Model Freedom Wave & Slalom Sails 

• Ampro, Fleetwood, Windsurfing Hawaii, DaKine 

• All equipment new or nearly new 

BREAK NEW BARRIERS ON THE BEST GEAR EVER! 

Near the airport on Maui's famed North Shore. 

Call or write: Freedom Rentals, 55 Kaahumanu Ave, Kahulul, HI 96732. (808) 871-2662 
CONDO PACKAGES AVAILABLE! 
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WindRider presents Betty Birrell’s 

PERFORMANCE WINDSURFING CLINICS 

brought to you by: Carrera Bare Gaastra Windsurfing 
Hawaii Ampro Polartherm Quiksilver 


Each 2-day clinic covers high speed 
jibes, waterstarts, performance rig¬ 
ging, slalom racing, video analysis 
and more Clinic dates: June 14-17, 
June 28-July 1. Hosted by Hood 
River Windsurfing 503-386-5787 


July 28-29, Squamish River, BC, July 
30-31, China Creek Hosted by Lead¬ 
ing Edge Sailboards, Vancouver, BC, 
604-736-9167. August 5-6 Nitnat 
Lake Hosted by Ocean Winds Board¬ 
sailing, Victoria, BC 604-389-0453 


THE BEST WINDS 
THE BEST WAVES 
THE BEST GEAR 


As MISTRAL’S ONLY EAST COAST HIGH WIND TEST CENTER, KITTY 
HAWK SPORTS' Sailing Site and Store offers the Best in windsurfing 
conditions, equipment, and specialized instruction. Come try the new 
'88 Boards at our Mistral Demo Center. 

For information on VACATION PACKAGES starting at S95, 

REGATTAS, and for our EXCLUSIVE OUTER BANKS 
WINDSURFER'S GUIDE. Call or write: 

P.O. Box 340, Nags Head. NC 27959, 919 441-4124 _ 
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Medalist Scott Steel, followed by practice 
races for those who wanted to test their 
new knowledge and local conditions. 
Sunny skies and winds of 15 knots kept 
everyone happy, and the day ended with 
reggae music and a party by the pool. 

At Saturday's skippers meeting, race 
committee chairman Guy Britton empha¬ 
sized that the point of the race wasn’t just 
to be sailing for money and the prizes, but 
also for the fun of it. Most racers had their 
own ideas, and the competition remained 
keen throughout the weekend. 

The wind was slightly offshore, vary¬ 
ing from four to 12 knots. It was difficult to 
judge sail size, and most competitors 
rigged everything they had, just to be on 
the safe side. 

The river is very narrow in St. Augustine, 
and the race committee adjusted to con¬ 
ditions by setting up a narrow World Cup 
course, which was new to a lot of the local 
amateurs. Guy Britton called it an "M and 
a half course," and it consisted of a 
weather mark, followed by five jibe marks 
and a leeward mark. To top it off, the race 
called for entrants to complete the course 
three times in a row. It was a sort of 
longboard slalom course. 

Ted Hollander, the top amateur open 
sailor, got in a groove and went for a sixth 
jibe at the leeward mark, then, realizing 
he had run out of marks to round, some¬ 
how managed to turn around and still 
hang onto his lead. 

The pros were having a blast on this 
course because the challenge never 
stopped'. Just as Daniel Borsutzky, the 
leader in Saturday's course racing, would 
get out front in clean air, he would have to 
test his skills again by weeding through 
the amateur fleets who were just starting 
in as he went for his second lap. 

After a lunch break, the amateurs went 
out for a light-air slalom race. Some put 
10.0 sails on their course boards and, 
boy, did they make the right decision! 
After the racing was over, the Conch 
House put on a fish fry for the contestants. 

Sunday was gorgeous, but light on 
wind. The pros had an eight- knot wind 
minimum, so they did a lot of watching in 
the morning. Guy and his crew got off 
another three course races before lunch. 
Naturally, the strongest blow of the week¬ 
end came while everyone was in eating 
lunch, but by the time people pulled out 
their shortboards and smaller sails, the 
wind had died. 

Sailors jammed to the reggae band that 
was playing on the Conch House pier 
during the last slalom heat, then it was 
time to derig for the awards presentation. 
Prizes included a weekend getaway to 
the Bahamas, a sail, sailboard, and other 
goodies, and-of course-cash prizes. 
Cash awards were equal for men’s and 
women's divisions, and Daniel Borsutzky 
and visiting sailor Lisa Neuburger walked 
away with top honors. 

Contributed by Julie Renfro-Drydale 


'^ROGER’S WINDSURF PLACE 

.ARUBA 

The place with one of the highest wind consistency averages in the world. 

• 1988 Klepper Line • Aero Custom Boards • Windline 
Products • Exel Masts • North Sails 1988 Line • Da Kine 

• Xstreamline 

Offers: • Special one-week packages 

• Complete windsurf shop and accessories 

• Oceanfront at best surf location on the island 

• Lessons at any level 

One-week packages start as low as $299.00 
includes: —7 nights in AC Room 

—New High performance equipment 

• (week package rate based on double occupancy) 
For information or reservations call or write to: 

Roger's Windsurf Place L. G. Smith Blvd. 472 

RO. Box 46 Malmok, ARUBA 
PHONE: (2978)-21918 
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... and share all the fun and excitement of the Domin¬ 
ican Republic* nevrest resort destination! 

All of the 100-acre Punta Ooleta Beach Resort* 128 
air conditioned rooms and two 3-bedroom villas are 
luxuriously appointed with telephone, full private bath 
including tub and shower most with Victorian balconies 
or patios. 

Amenities include our elegant Oreen House 
Restaurant where you will enjoy your familiar spirits or 
our exciting tropical drinks along with continental or 
native cuisine, which is always prepared and served with 
tendet loving care. 

Mornings feature a giant omelet bar for your buffet 
breakfast Dally barbecues at both pool and beach bars, 
nightly entertainment in The Breeze Club discotheque, 
satellite TV and complimentary merengue lessons in 
our La Concha Bar. 

A tour desk is here for your convenience, oiftshoa 
can van and motorbike rentals, plus dally scheduled 
bus service to Sosua. for shopping anfl 

Sktehore winds 15-30 Knob and a 3'-6' reef break, 
mate Cabarcte one of (he worlds windsurfinfl capitahi 


Other sports activities include tennis day or night 
table tennis. Robert Ttent Jones golf only 25 minutes 
away, swimming, scuba diving, water skiing, horse¬ 
shoes. horseback riding, beach and pool volleyball 
archery, jogging track on premises, board games, frog 
and crab racing, boating in our beautiM. tranquil 
lagoon (with picnic baskets on request) ...and If you're 
early enough to hooka carp, vrell be happy to cook your 
catch! 

Have the best Caribbean vacation evtt Come to the 
Ptinta Ooleta Beach Resort, where we're ‘growing to be 
the best]* 



aGoleta 


_B EACH RESORT 

-G«MiNoiosf!w«$ir 

Tor immediate reservations, call: U.S.A. 
800-874-4637. Miami, ft 361-8885. direct 
809-571-3036/73. 
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Dec. 1-fleb. 29 
Los Barriles, Sea 
of Cortez, B.C.S. 

Mistral Baja 
HI Wind Center 
J-800-223-5443 


March 3-6 
Cancan, Mexico 

Michigan 
Windsurjing 
(313) 681-1300 


March 11-13 
Orange Park, FL 

Windsurfing 
Orange Park 
(904)272-6996 


March 18-20 
St. Petersburg, FL 

Tbckle Shack 
(813)541-3483 


March 25-27 
Sanibel, FL 

Windsurfing 

Sanibel 

(813)472-0123 


April 1-3 
Miami, FL 

Windsurfing Place 
(305)557-5217 


April 8-10 
Cocoa Beach, FL 

Beth Powell 
(305) 784-0166 

June 23-26 
Cody, WY 

Alpine Windsurfing 
(307) 733-4460 


Angnst 19-21 
Mt.View.CA 
SplnakerSailing 
(415)965-7474 

Sept. 9-11 
Portland, ME 

Port Sports 
(207) 775-6080 

Sept. 16-18 
Bondville, VT 

New England 
Sailboard Co. 
(802)874-4178 

Sept. 23-25 
Oconomowoc, WI 

Aquatic World 
(414)567-7245 

Sept. TBA 
New York, NY 

Island Windsurfing 
(212) 744-2000 


WindRider Magazine 
presents 

Rhonda Smith 
U.S. Clinic Ibur 

Rhonda Smith is a racer, a teacher 
and an ambassador for the sport. 
Her clinics bring it all together. 



Mr. Bill s Boardsailing 
Adventures Presents: 
Performance Board¬ 
sailing Packages in the 
Columbia River Gorge 

• Deluxe accommoda¬ 
tions with hot tub 

• Experienced guides get 
you to the best sailing 

• All new Gorge-tested 
equipment by: 
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Events 

June 3-5: Third Annual Rio Pro/Am, 
at Rio Vista’s Sandy Beach, CA. 
Contact Windcraft at 707-374-2744. 

June 6-12: Aruba, slalom racing. 
Contact WindRider Travel at 800- 
237-9445 or 407-647-2170. 

June 14-June 19: Curacao, sla¬ 
lom racing. Contact WindRider 
Travel at 800-237-9445 or 407-647- 
2170. 

June 11: Minnetonks Sailboard 
Race, Minneapolis, MN. Contact the 
Scuba Center 612-925-4818. 

June 11-12: North Florida Champi¬ 
onships, Ft. Walton Beach, FL. Con¬ 
tact J. Stringfellow at 904-243-1962. 

June 17-22: Bic Speed Trials, 
Hood River, OR. Contact Bic Sports 
at 203-281-7877. 

June 18: Pensacola Sports Festi¬ 
val, Pensacola, FL. 904-923-7873. 

June 21-26: Dominican Republic. 
Slalom racing. 809-571-2094. 

June 23-26: Wild West Classic, 
Buffalo Bill Reservoir at Cody, WY. 
Contact Tim Weamer at 406-248- 
2245. 

June 25: Panama City Fun Cup, 
Panama City, FL. Contact Bill or 
Shery at 904-234-0023. 

June 25: 3rd Annual Summer Sla¬ 
lom, Holgate, NJ. Contact Jack 
Bushko at 609-494-1244. 

June 24-July 1: USYRU Youth 
Championships, Mission Bay, CA. 
Mistral Superlight. Contact the Mis¬ 
sion Bay Yacht Club. 

June 28-July 4: Marui/O'Neill, San 
Francisco, CA. Contact O’Neill at 
408-475-7500. 

July 2: James Liebenberg Memorial 
Regatta, New Brunswick, Canada. 
Contact Ric Cuthbertson at 506-458- 
5513. 

July 4: Independence Race, Jupi¬ 
ter, FL. Southeast Championship 
Series. Contact Rick Alford at 305- 
744-8340. 

July 8-17: Columbia Gorge Pro/Am 
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-information- 


Before you buy-get the 
information you need to 
make the best choice and 
get the most for your 
money. WindRider’s Reader 
Service Card makes it easy 
to get more in depth infor¬ 
mation about the products 
or services you see adver¬ 
tised in this issue. It’s 
quick and it’s FREE! 

1. Circle the numbers on 
the card that correspond to 
the reader service number 
at the bottom of the adver- 
tisement(s) that interest you. 

2. Print your name and 
address. Tear out the card 
and mail. 

3* More information on 
the products you’re inter¬ 
ested in will be mailed to 
you free of chaige by the 
advertisers). 


TELL ME MORE 


Are you a □ Consumer or □ Retailer? 


Name_ 

Address_ 

City/St/Zip_ 
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Mistral’s Gorge Week Clinic, 
Hood River: July 24-31. Learn 
boardsailing techniques from Robby 
Maish Rhonda Smith-Sanchez, 
NevinSayre, and Randy Naish.Con- 
tact Vela Sports at 800-223-5443. 
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□ YES! Send me one year for $11,97 and bill me. 

Please allow 4-6 weeks for delivery of first issue. Canada and Mexico add $5 for postage. 
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I product] 
information- 


Before you buy-get the 
information you need to 
make the best choice and 
get the most for your 
money. WindRiders Reader 
Service Card makes it easy 
to get more in depth infor¬ 
mation about the products 
or services you see adver¬ 
tised in this issue. It’s 
quick and it’s FREE! 

1. Circle the numbers on 
the card that correspond to 
the reader service number 
at the bottom of the adver- 
tisement(s) that interest you. 

2* Print your name and 
address. Tear out the card 
and mail. 

3. More information on 
the products you’re inter¬ 
ested in will be mailed to 
you free of charge by the 
advertisers). 





July 2: James Liebenberg Memorial 
Regatta, New Brunswick, Canada. 
Contact Ric Cuthbertson at 506-458- 



5513. 
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July 4: Independence Race, Jupi¬ 



ter, FL. Southeast Championship 

1 _ > 
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Series. Contact Rick Alford at 305- 
744-8340. 

July 8-17: Columbia Gorge Pro/Am 
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Speed Slalom, Hood River, Oregon. 
Contact Tom Bissell at 509-493- 
1545. 

July 10: The South Side Classic, 
Chicago, IL. Contact Jackie Butzen 
at 312-472-6868. 

July 17: Longitude 80 Fun Cup, 
Melbourne, FL. Southeast Champi¬ 
onship Series. Contact Greg Winkler 
at 305-773-1720. 

July 23-24: Regional Champion¬ 
ships, Sarasota, FL. Contact Fred 
Lowe at 813-349-3828. 

Clinics 

Betty Birrell’s Performance 
Windsurfing Clinics ’88: June 
14-17 and June 28-July 1 at Hood 
River, OR (call 503-386-5787); July 
26-27 at Squamish River, BC (Con¬ 
tact Leading Edge Sailboards at 604- 
736-5167); July 30-31 at China 
Creek, BC (Contact Leading Edge 
Sailboards at 604-736-5167); and 
August 6-7 at Nitnat Lake, BC (Con¬ 
tact Ocean Wind Boardsailing at 604- 
389-0453). 

Rhonda Smith-Sanchez US 
Clinic Tour: June 23-26 in Cody, 
WY (307-733-4460); August 19-21 in 
Mt. View, CA (415-965-7474); Sep¬ 
tember 9-11 in Portland, ME (207- 
775-6080); September 16-18 in 
Bondville, VT (802-874-4178); Sep¬ 
tember 23-25 in Oconomowoc, Wl 
(414-567-7245); and September 
TBA in New York, NY (212-744- 
2000 ). 

Katie Griffith’s Racing Camps: 

June 6-10 in St. Joseph, Ml; June 20- 
24 in Santa Fe, NM; August 8-12 in 
Rio Vista, CA; August 29-September 
2 in Lake Lopez, CA. Contact Katie 
Griffith at 415-435-5134 or ABK 
Headquarters at 303-322-9859. 

USYRU Instructors Clinic: June 
10-13 at Cocoa Beach, FL. Contact 
Beth Powell at 305-799-1052 or 
Ginny Long at 401-849-5200. 

Mistral’s Gorge Week Clinic, 
Hood River: July 24-31. Learn 
boardsailing techniques from Robby 
Naish, Rhonda Smith-Sanchez, 
Nevin Sayre, and Randy Naish. Con¬ 
tact Vela Sports at 800-223-5443. 
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Dominates The Winter 
Pro Circuit 


Regatta 2nd Overall Mena 




Suzuki-Singer 

Island Classic 

2nd Overall Pro-Men 

Florida Funboard 
Nationals 

1st Overall Pro-Men 

Islamorada Pro-Am 

1st Overall Pro-Men 

Atlantic Cup 

1st Pro-Women ! 

Course Racing 

3rd Pro-Men 

Production Clan - 

’ - ' ’ 

1st Pro-Women 

aha mas 



Calvert Sails, P.0. Box 1082, Islamorada, FL 33036 305-664-8056 
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DREAMING OF BAJA? 


... JOIN THE CLUB 

“THE BAJA SURF CLUB” 

Official 1988 Winter Demo Center for Krm 

#W4A*CnON 

DON’T BE LATE! 


Last year the popular holiday periods were booked full by September. Don't be 
disappointed— call now! 




HOTEL PALMAS DE CORTEZ, LOS BARRILES 


Launch from in front of your room and enjoy— 

■ Beautiful beachfront accommodations & meals 

■ A full selection of the latest performance equipment 

■ Daily high wind instruction sessions, seminars & videos 

■ Mountain biking, horseback riding, tennis, volleyball & snorkeling 

■ Mexican fiesta nights, beach bon-fires & free margaritasl! 

COMPLETE ONE.WEEK PACKAGES 


call toll free*' 


818 • 883-2049 
800-222-5717 
ca 800-551-8844 



P.0. BOX 1284 CANOGA PARK. CA91304 
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HOT 

Summer Specials 
Buy Now & Save! 


Kl?£ 




WINDSURFING STYLES YOUR LIFE 
Grip Guard $16.00 

• Minimizes cuts and scrapes on rubber grip 

• Feels great on your hands* Restores ap¬ 
pearance of worn boom • Easy to slip on 


SPECIAL OFFER 

For a limited time only, get a second sail free 
with the purchase of any of these boards: 

Tiga Spirit • Tiga Swift, F2 Comet • F2 Sunset 
Slalom • Bic Jazz (includes Bic Sport Rack) 

Call or come in for prices and to see the rest 
of our great gear at great prices! 

Thunderwear gloves $19.95 

Summer Specials on: Neil Pryde Sails • Ampro 2 Piece Mast 

Viking Windsurfing 1596 S. Dixie Hwy. Miami, FL 33146 
305-665-0167 1-800-422-LOOP 
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WINDSURFING AT THE 

LORD NELSON BEACH HOTEL 
ANTIGUA 
WEST INDIES 

P.O. Box 155 Tel: (809)462-3094 
Telex: 2145 CWTXAGY AK 


Prevailing high easterly 
winds. 


Ideal for intermediate to ad¬ 
vanced. 


Altogether the most com¬ 
prehensive F2 boardsailing 
facilities in the Caribbean. 



FOR RATES AND 
FURTHER DETAILS 
CALL OR WRITE 
DIRECT. 
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EXPERENCE THE ULTIMATE... ABK's SIXTH 
ANNUAL SAILBOARD RACNG CAMR.. 



Come to a beautiful ABK CAMP location and improve your sailing 
tactics: Learn to water start, learn quick tacks and jibes, slalom racing, 
freestyle, course racing.. .greatfood.. .tons of fun.. .see yourself 
on video with the video analysis... enjoy the experience and demo 
the full line of 1988 fanatic boards and A.P.T. Sails. 


Sebastian; FL 
April 18-22 

Santa Fe,NM 
June 20-24 


Cape Cod, Ml St. Joseph, Ml 
May 16-20 June 6-10 

Rio Vista, CA Lake Lopez, CA 

August 8-12 Aug. 29-Sept. 2 


■ 

7B £- 

SPORTS 


LIMITED CAPACITY PER LOCATION! 

SPONSORED BY: FANATIC, WINDRIDER, DA KINE, VICTORY, NAMBE 
FOR MORE INFORMATION CALL: ABK SPORTS/KATIE GRIFFITH (415) 435-5134 


ALAN CADIZ 
CLINICS 


PRESENTED BY 
WINDRIDER AND 
HAWAIIAN SAILBOARDING 
TECHNIQUES 


DATES; APRIL 18-23 
MAY 2-7 
MAY 16-21 

LOCATION: MAUI 

INSTRUCTION: SHORT BOARD 
SAILING AND JIBING 
TECHNIQUES 

FOR MORE INFORMATION 
AND RESERVATIONS CONTACT: 

THE WINDRIDER TRAVEL DESK 
800-237-9445 

305-647-2170 IN FLORIDA 
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CALIFORNIA 

AMERICAN RIVER RECREATION Sac¬ 
ramento. CA. (916) 635-4479. Valley’s largest 
selection of sailboards and accessories. 
Beginner to advanced high wind sailors. 
Sales, rentals and lessons. 

CONNECTICUT 

REX SAILBOARD SYSTEMS Full-serv¬ 
ice 7 days year-round. Repairs-Service. 
Extensive inventory. Hard-to-find parts our 
specialty. Authorized dealer for: JIMMY 
LEWIS. BIC. O'BRIEN. SAILBOARD. FREE¬ 
DOM. NEIL PRYDE, FLEETWOOD. ALEEDA, 
WINDSURFING HAWAII. BARE, THULE. YA¬ 
KIMA and much more. Visit or call our water¬ 
front store for one of the best selections in the 
Northeast. 144 Water Street, S. Norwalk, CT 
06854. (203) 838-4006. 

GONE WITH THE WIND SAILING 
SCHOOL E. Norwalk. CT. Learn the quickest 
and easiest way with our B.I.G. Certified In¬ 
structors. Directed by 8th year Master Instruc¬ 
tor. Bruce Caslowitz. Beginner-intermediate- 
advanced lessons. Extremely reasonable 
rates. Beach number (203) 852-1857. Winter 
number (203) 762-8324. 

OCEANFLYER WINDSURFING Author¬ 
ized dealer for F2, Tiga, SeaTrend. Neil Pryde, 
Windsurfing Hawaii, DaKine, Bare, Terzo and 
much more. Route 2, Pawcatuck, CT 06379, 
(203) 599-5694. 

OUTDOOR SPORTS CENTER Rt. 7, Wil¬ 
ton, CT 06897. Connecticut’s most complete 
and happening sailboard shop. Huge dis¬ 
plays of production and custom boards, sails, 
masts and booms. Every hot fin, loads of wet & 
drysuits. Lessons, rentals, and repairs. Ca¬ 
noes, kayaks and camping, too. Our prices 
can’t be beat. (203) 762-8324. 
WATER-WISE 250 Broad Street, Manch¬ 
ester, CT 06040, (203) 647-7245. WATER- 
WISE is a full-service sailboard shop provid¬ 
ing: new and used sailboards, lessons, rent¬ 
als, demos, accessories from drysuits to uni- 
versals, repairs, activewear and sailboard 
club. 

FLORIDA 

AAA SAILBOARDS MIAMI, INC 

Windsurfer Beach, Rickenbacker Causeway, 
Miami. The best bayfront location! Complete 
school & certification program. Hi-Tech board 
rental, Alpha sailboard sales and test center. 
Look for our mobile pro-shop on the beach 
(305) 361-SAIL (7245). Visit us at our new 
Coral Gables location, 4031 Le Jeune Rd. Call 
our order fun line (1-800) 545-SAIL. 
AOUERA WIND & SURF Beachcomber 
Hotel, 6200 Gulf Blvd.. St. Pete Beach. (813) 
360-3783. Sales. Lessons, Rentals. 

BAY WINDSURFING Panama City Beach. 
Most complete shop in Rorida. Open all year. 
Sales, lessons, rentals, accessories, hot fash¬ 
ions. 2226 Thomas Dr„ Panama City Beach, 


FL 32407, (904) 234-0963. 

CALEMA BOARDSAILING New Location! 
2755 N. Banana River Dr., Ste. E, Merritt Island, 
FL 32952,(305)453-3223. Mistral Certified 
Instructors-Lessons, rentals, demos, repairs 
and sales. Fleet activities monthly. 

OCEAN BLVD. SAILBOARDING, INC 
5254 Ocean Blvd., Sarasota, FL 34242, (813) 
349-3828. On the Gulf, large rental fleet, 
lessons, Mistral, Alpha, HiFly, Hi-Tech, acces¬ 
sories, sportswear. Open 7 days. Home of 
Fleet 13. 

SANDY POINT SAILBOARDS 1114 River¬ 
side Drive, Holly Hill, FL 32017 (near Daytona 
Beach). Full-service shop featuring Mistral, 
Fanatic, O’Brien, SeaTrend, Protec, Jimmy 
Lewis, Aerotech, Neil Pryde and A.R.T. Les¬ 
sons, rentals, board and sail repair. WE SHIP 
ANYWHERE. (904) 255-4977. 
SPLASHDANCE IN NICEVILLE North¬ 
west Florida's up-front windsurfing shop. We 
ship boards, sails, gear. Jumbo masts, GIANT 
sails by Andre. Novice video. 1-800-UP- 
FRONT. 

SOUTH SAILBOARDS 928 Truman Ave., 
Key West, FL 33040, (305) 296-0755. A full 
service shop. Hi-Performance rentals. Sail 
repairs, custom harnesses, board bags, ac¬ 
cessories. 

WIND DANCER WATERSPORTS, INC 

Full service on your way to the beaches. Ft. 
Myers Beach, FL 33931, (813) 466-SURF 
(7873). 

WINDSURFING KEY LARGO High per¬ 
formance sailboard shop with 2 beachside 
locations: 104100 Overseas Hwy., Key Largo, 
FL 33037 (Bayside) and at Holiday Isle Resort, 
Islamorada, FL 33036 (Oceanside). Featuring 
FLORIDA'S most complete test centers for 
NEIL PRYDE, F2, TIGA, SEATREND, ALPHA 
and HOBIE CAT. Rentals by the hour or by the 
week. Beginners and advanced programs 
available and also check out our exciting 
sailboard vacation packages where you can 
get some real tropical sailing. Come sail the 
BREEZE in the Florida KEYS! (305) 451-3869. 

HAWAII 

HAWAIIAN ISLAND WINDSURFING 

Maui's most complete retail and rental shop 
offers everything for the traveling sailor; over 
200 rental boards and Maui’s hi-wind test 
center for Mistral, F2, Tiga, Neil Pryde, Gaas- 
tra, Simmer Style and Jimmy Lewis Custom 
boards. Lessons available for waterstarts and 
jibes. Call or write: Hawaiian Island Windsurf¬ 
ing, 460 Dairy Road, Kahului, HI 96732. Toll- 
free (800) 231-6958, (808) 871-4981. 
HI-TECH SAILBOARDS 230 Hana Hwy., 
Kahului, HI 96732 and 51 Baldwin Ave„ Paia L 
HI 96779. Hi-Tech offers the finest custom 
board rental fleet on Maui, featuring over 100 
custom Hi-Techs plus a fleet of production 
boards. Our windsurfing school, HAWAIIAN 
SAILBOARDING TECHNIQUES, is directed by 
windsurfing champion Alan Cadiz. (Two loca¬ 


tions.) 

SAILBOARDS KAUAI Kauai's best selec¬ 
tion of windsurfing equipment! Retail shop, 
top-of-the-line rentals and lessons by friendly 
and informed instructors. 

SECOND WIND. The largest windsurfing 
center in Hawaii, specializing in Maui quality 
used equipment. All new accessories and 
supplies. Full service. Rentals, lessons, mail¬ 
orders, storage. Located 5 minutes from 
Kanaha Beach Park. Ill Hana Hwy., 
Kahului, HI 96732, (808) 877-SHOP (7467). 

ILLINOIS 

MARINE MART 639 Ogden Ave., Downers 
Grove. IL 60515, (312) 968-6477. Mistral. 
Alpha, Aitken sailboards. O’Neill, Bare, 
Sportskin wetsuits. Complete line of parts and 
accessories. FREE sailboard clinic every 
Tuesday during season. 

MAINE 

PORT SPORTS Portland, Maine (207) 775- 
6080, Kennebunk, Maine (207) 985-4059. 
Mistral, SeaTrend. Bic, O’Brien, Gaastra, 
Pryde, O'Neill, Body Glove, Bare, Windsurf 
Hawaii. Lessons, rentals, repairs. 

SUNNY BREEZE SPORTS Route 302, 
Naples, ME 04055, (207) 693-3867. Fanatic, 
Bic, O'Brien, Neil Pryde, Windsurfing Hawaii, 
Bare, O'Neill. Parts & Clothing. 

MASSACHUSETTS 

BUZZARDS BAY SAILBOARDS On 

warm, windy Buzzards Bay-all major lines 
carried-lessons, rentals, demos. Northeast 
dealer for Hi-Per Tech slalom boards. Route 6, 
Marion, MA (617) 748-1648. 

CAPE SAILBOARDS 661 Main St., Fal¬ 
mouth, MA 02540, (617) 540-8800. Special¬ 
izing in high performance equipment and 
service. ANGULO HAWAII customs. Les¬ 
sons, rentals. 

THE BOARDSAILING CENTER 449 

Washington St., Duxbury, MA 02332 (617) 
934-2720. Conveniently located on Boston’s 
South Shore and Duxbury Bay. 

MICHIGAN 

OUTPOST WINDSPORTS Mistral, Fa¬ 
natic, HiFly, SeaTrend, Neil Pryde, Gaastra, 
Windsurf Hawaii. Certified Instructions, rent¬ 
als, demos; Fanatic Test Center. Lake 
Michigan's ultimate sailing location. Best se¬ 
lection of summer sportswear. St. Joseph 
(616)983-2010. New Buffalo (616) 469-4210. 
Mishawaka. IN (219) 259-1000. 

T.R.B. SAILBOAT SHOP AT TORCH 
RIVER BRIDGE Sailboats, windsurfing 
rentals, lessons. New & used equipment. 
(616)322-6180. 

MINNESOTA 

SAILBOARD WAREHOUSE, INC 300 E 

South Owasso Blvd., Dept. V. St. Paul. MN 
55117, (612) 482-9995, out-of-state (1-800) 
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992-7245. Largest display of sailboards any¬ 
where at guaranteed lowest prices. KERMA, 
SAILBOARD MASTERCLASS, F2, BIC, TIGA, 
ALPHA. O’BRIEN, FANATIC, TORSAILS, 
PRYDE, O’NEILL, RONNY and much more! 
Call or write for FREE 60-page color catalog. 

NEW HAMPSHIRE 

NORTH COUNTRY SCUBA & 
WINDSURFING SAILBOARD BEACH 
SCHOOL Margate Four Seasons. Paugus 
Bay, Laconia 03246; and Wolfeboro Bay, NH 
03894. Board rental and instruction for all 
levels of sailors. High performance demo 
boards from Mistral, Bic, HiFly, O'Brien. Ace- 
Tec. All instructors are Mistral certified. Res¬ 
ervations recommended. Open seven days a 
week. Tel. (603) 569-FINS (3467) or (603) 524- 
8606. 

WINNI SAILBOARDERS’ SCHOOL & 
OUTLET Lessons, demos, cartop sail gear. 
687 Union Avenue, Laconia, NH 03246, (603) 
528-4110. 

NEW JERSEY 

BAYVIEW SAILBOATS 312 Bay Ave., 
Ocean City, NJ 08226,(609)398-3049. Eve¬ 
rything windsurfing, rentals, lessons, repairs, 
great service. 

BOBBY KNAPP SELECT SPORTS 222 

E. Ridgewood Ave., Ridgewood, NJ 07450, 
(201) 444-7576. Boardheads work here! Pro¬ 
duction and custom equipment for beginner to 
pro; good advice; answers when you need 
them. Mistral, Fanatic, Gaastra, Simmer Style, 
Windsurfing Hawaii. Ampro, Rainbow Fin, 
Northshore & more. Call/write for FREE news¬ 
letter. 

BRIGANTINE SAILBOARDS 406 West 
Shore, Brigantine, NJ 08203, (609) 266-2727. 
MISTRAL, TIGA, FANATIC, NEWWAVE, NEIL 
PRYDE, GAASTRA. Accessories, wetsuits, 
drysuits, surfwear. RENTALS and LESSONS, 
beginner thru advanced. BAY and OCEAN 
SAILING. 

CRANFORD BOAT Big sail specials this 
month. Everything for boardheads. Beginner 
packages from $499. Fanatic, Mistral. F2, 
Seatrend, Alpha, Tiga, Customs. Gorge Stuff! 
Wetsuits. Lessons, rentals. Cranford, NJ (201) 
272-6991. 

LAKE HOPATCONG SAILBOARDS On- 

the-lake demos of trade-ins and new, includ¬ 
ing F2, KLEPPER, NEIL PRYDE, CUSTOM. 
Lake Hopatcong, NJ 07849, (201) 663-1495. 
LANCE SAILING CENTER 65 First 
Avenue, Atlantic Highlands, NJ 07716, (201) 
872-2711.3 miles west of Sandy Hook (Atlan¬ 
tic Highlands Business District). Boardsailing 
is our speciality. 

PELICAN SAILBOARD CENTER Rt. 10 

West. Morris Plains, NJ 07950, (201) 267- 
0964. New Jersey’s largest volume Mistral, Bic 
and F2 dealership. Sails by Pryde, Gaastra, 
North, Freedom and Windwing. Full stock of all 
the accessories you need by top manufactur¬ 
ers. Top wetsuit brands available at six Pelican 
locations. Mail orders welcome. 


(212) 744-2000. One of the largest selections 
on the east coast. We ship worldwide, mail 
orders welcome. Two certified Mistral schools 
on Long Island; Southampton (516) 283-1198, 
New Suffolk (516) 734-7834. Reservations 
(212) 744-2000. 

LAKESPORTS On Lake George. Huletts 
Landing, NY 12841,(518)499-2647. Com¬ 
plete line of Mistral boards and accessories. 
Instructor certification. Second location King¬ 
ston, NY, (914) 757-4166 
SUNDOWN SKI & SURF Best prices on 
MISTRAL, BIC, O’BRIEN, SEATREND, etc. 
Call for PRYDE, GAASTRA, WINDSURF HA¬ 
WAII, THULE, etc. Two teaching locations. 
Levittown, Long Island. (516) 796-1565 

NORTH CAROLINA 

ALANBY-OUTFITTING FOR THE OUT¬ 
DOORS Eastland Mall at Central Avenue & 
North Sharon Amity. Charlotte, NC 28212, 
(704) 568-8048. Sales, lessons, rentals, and 
video rentals. Equipment: FANATIC, HI¬ 
TECH, MISTRAL, GAASTRA. SIMMER sails, 
FLEETWOOD, WINDSURFING HAWAII, 
O’NEILL. Full clothing selection. 

HI-TECH WINDSURF Exclusive dealer for 
JIMMY LEWIS. SEATREND, PRYDE, SIMMER, 
KILWELL, WINDSURFING HAWAII, FLEET- 
WOOD, THULE. 25 Glenway St., Charlotte- 
Belmont, NC 28012, (704) 825-4113. 

OFF THE BEACH Lessons, rentals, trade- 
ins. SeaTrend, F2, Alpha, O’Brien, Naish, 
Windsurfing Hawaii, Gaastra, Neil Pryde, 
Windwing, Freedom, Simmer & much more. 
Call, we probably have it! Raleigh, NC, (919) 
782-2752. 

PRECISION SAILBOARDS Emerald Isle, 
NC, (919) 354-2277. The Crystal Coast's most 
complete windsurfing shop. Complete line of 
Mistral demos. Try before you buy program. 

OHIO 

WINDBREAKERS SURF CO 114 Wester¬ 
ville Mall, Westerville, OH 43081, (614) 890- 
9008. Indian Mound Mall, Heath, OH 43056, 
(614) 522-3814. "Ohio's Finest Surf Shops," 
MISTRAL, FANATIC, HIFLY, GAASTRA, CER¬ 
TIFIED MISTRAL SCHOOL. Complete line of 
accessories and beachwear. Open all year. 
WINDSURF OHIO 677 East 185th, Euclid, 
OH 44119, (216) 383-9463. Full lesson, rental 
and demo program; rigged and ready to go on 
one of Lake Erie's largest beaches. Why buy 
before you try! F2, SeaTrend, Hi-Tech, 
O’Brien, Westwind. Best board repairs 
around. 

OREGON 

BIG WINDS A Mistral High Wind Center. 
Extensive rentals, Mistral School, and full serv¬ 
ice retail. 505 Cascade, Hood River, OR' 
97031,(503)386-6086. 

GORGE WINDSURFING 319 E. 2nd, The 
Dalles, OR 97058. (503) 298-8796. Equip¬ 
ment, accessories, lessons, rentals, novice to 
expert. Safest learning location in the Gorge 
for learning waterstarts. Open year-round. 


NEWYORK 

DELTA KNOLLS SPORTS 8388 Elmer Hill 
Rd., Rome, NY 13440, (315) 339-1280. 
Sailboards and accessories by Fanatic, 
SeaTrend, Gaastra, Fleetwood, Simmer Style, 
O’Neill, Ampro and more. Unbelievably low 
prices! We ship. 

ISLAND WINDSURFING New York's old¬ 
est and finest shop conveniently located in 
Manhattan. 1623 York Ave., N.Y.C. 10028, 


Mail order. 

HOOD RIVER WINDSURFING 4 4th 

Street, Hood River, OR 97031, (503) 386- 
5787. High wind specialists. Retail, school, 
rentals, repairs. Gorge travel service. FREE 
catalog. Open year-round. 

LIFE CYCLES In the Gorge, rentals, instruc¬ 
tion, sales, Gorge vacations. GAASTRA, NEIL 
PRYDE F2, GORGE ANIMAL. 122 East 2nd, 
The Dalles. OR 97058. (503) 296-9588. 
RANDY BARNA'S WINDSURFING 345 
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Century Drive. Bend. OR 97702. (503) 389- 
0890 Bend is the hub of the Cascade Lakes 
Recreation Area Randy Barna's has been the 
center for windsurfing equipment, beachwear. 
rentals and lessons since 1980. 

SECOND WIND SPORTS 111 Oak, Hood 
River, OR 97031, (503) 386-4464 Consign¬ 
ment, used, new, seconds Sailboards, camp¬ 
ing, climbing, more Low commissions. 

PENNSYLVANIA 

HOOKED ON WINDSURFING AT 
NESTORS 2510 MacArthur Road, Whitehall. 
PA 18052, (215) 437-0341. Nestor's Warming 
Hut and Hooked On Windsurfing have com¬ 
bined Open year-around, 7 days for boards, 
sails, rentals, lessons and accessories for all 
abilities Fanatic, F2, SeaTrend, O'Brien, Mis¬ 
tral, Neil Pryde, Gaastra, Windsurfing Hawaii, 
O’Neill, Bare and Ampro in stock. Call about 
our lesson and racing program. 

ROSE VALLEY SPORT 1501 Seneca Run, 
Ambler, PA 19002,(215)643-6018. Windsurf¬ 
ing Hawaii, Windwing, North, Serfiac, Kilwell, 
Bare, GUL, Z-Booms, Klepper, Protech Cus¬ 
toms, Westwind fins. 

SHANK’S MARE 46 S. Pershing Ave., York, 
PA 17401, (717) 846-3132. Area’s largest se¬ 
lection of boards and accessories. Nine years' 
experience, on-water school Fanatic, Mistral, 
HiFly, SeaTrend, O’Brien, North, Neil Pryde, 
Gaastra, O'Neill. 

SOUTH CAROLINA 

SAILING AND SKI CONNECTION Your 
connection to sailing fun in Myrtle Beach with 
two locations. Featuring rentals, repairs, les¬ 
sons. Mistral, Alpha, Hi-Tech, Ampro, Gaas¬ 
tra, Neil Pryde. Myrtle Beach, SC, (803) 626- 
SAIL. 

WINDSURFING HILTON HEAD The 

Plaza at Shelter Cove and South Beach Ma¬ 
rina, Hilton Head Island, SC 29928, (803) 686- 
6996. The largest, most sophicated boardsail¬ 
ing school in the USA. Beginner to advanced 
instructions. All-around and Hi-Performance 
rentals. Plus, the SouthEast's most compre¬ 
hensive board shop. 

TEXAS 

H.O.T. WINDSURFING 3629 E. Business 
Hwy. 190, Killeen, TX 76543, (817) 690-SAIL. 
Sales, rentals, accessories, B.I.G. Instruc¬ 
tions. 

ON THE BEACH 2105 Padre Blvd., South 
Padre Island, TX 78597, (512) 761-1194. 
Custom Tropix boards. Pryde, Simmer, Gaas¬ 
tra, North. All accessories. 

SAIL SURFINGATEXAS EXCURSIONS 
Now located right on the water. We can help 
get you to the right place, at the right time, with 
the right equipment, so you don’t waste any of 
your vacation time. One weekly rate insures 
you personal attention of Bob & Vicki Har- 
raghy, Master Instructors. Bird watchers, pho¬ 
tographers, fishermen: let us help you pursue 
your other hobbies if the wind doesn't blow. 
Surf & touring kayaks, rowing boats, as well as 
beginner to advanced sailboard rentals. 
B.I.G. 5 star rated windsurfing school with 
instructor certification seminars monthly. Cor¬ 
pus Christi, TX 78418, (512) 937-2375. 

WIND & WAVE WATERSPORTS 10721 
South Padre Island Dr., Corpus Christi, TX 
78418. (512) 937-WAVE. Sales, rentals, serv¬ 
ice. KLEPPER HIGH WIND CENTER. Accom¬ 
modations assistance. (512) 937-WIND for 
wind report. 

WINDSURFING GALE Houston, TX, (713) 
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529-9002. Rentals, Lessons, Sales, Demos, 
Used Equipment. Mistral, F2, O’Brien, HiFly, 
Fanatic, SeaTrend, HiTech, Windsurfing Ha¬ 
waii. Gaastra, Neil Pryde, North. 
WINDSURF, INC PO Box 3395, South 
Padre Island. TX 78597, (512) 761-1434 Hi- 
Performance rental equipment Neil Pryde, 
Windsurfing Hawaii, Tropix Custom boards. 
Lodging available. 

VERMONT 

NEW ENGLAND SAILBOARD 1987 s 
Eastern Retailer of the Year! PO Box 233W, 
Route 30, Jamaica, VT 05343, (802) 874-4178. 
Second store: Route 4, Rutland, VT 05701, 
(802) 773-4146 

VIRGINIA 

CUSTOM WINDSURFING INC Newest 
windsurfing shop and service center of Vir¬ 
ginia Beach Buy and sell new and used equip¬ 
ment, sail repair, custom sewing and rentals 
available. Free advice on your sailing needs. 
Call (804) 460-3084. 4940 Rutherford Rd.. 
Suite #209, Virginia Beach, VA 23455. 
WASHINGTON SAILING MARINA 
George Washington Memorial Parkway, Alex¬ 
andria, VA 33214,(703)548-9027. B.I.G. 5 
star rated windsurfing instructional programs, 
rentals, instructor training and certification 
programs. Bob Redmond, B.I.G Master In¬ 
structor, teaches basic through advanced 
programs on the beautiful Potomac River in the 
exciting atmosphere of Washington, D.C. 
Minutes from downtown, easily accessible by 
Metrorail and convenient to National Airport. 
O’Brien, F2, Fanatic sailboards and equip¬ 
ment. Washington, D.C.’s professional in¬ 
struction program-"WE GUARANTEE SUC¬ 
CESS." 

WISCONSIN 

BAY WINDSURFING Division of Isthmus 
Sailboards, 4329 Nicolet Drive, Green Bay, Wl 
54301, (414) 866-9863. Wisconsin’s perform¬ 
ance specialists. Advice based on extensive 
on-the-water testing, focus on quality; service 
like you'd expect from friends. 

ISTHMUS SAILBOARDS 2701 University 
Ave., Madison, Wl 53705, (608) 233-0660. 
Wisconsin’s performance specialists. 30 
boards displayed. Advice based on extensive 
on-the-water testing, focus on quality; service 
like you’d expect from friends. 
SOUTHPORT RIGGING F2, Fanatic, Mis¬ 
tral, Hi-Tech, SeaTrend, Pryde, Gaastra, 
O'Neill, Ronnie. Lessons, rentals, demos. 
2926 75th St. (E. Hwy. 50), Kenosha, Wl 53140, 
(414) 652-5434. Largest commitment on east 
side of lake. 

INTERNATIONAL 

ARUBA 

ROGER’S WINDSURF PLACE Closest 
rental and retail shop to the best sailing spot on 
the Island. Only 200 feet from the water, with 
oceanfront rooms. Lessons and high perform¬ 
ance windsurfing packages are also offered. 
For more information, write to: Roger’s 
Windsurf Place, L.G. Smith Blvd. 472, PO Box 
461, Malmok, Aruba. Phone (01-2978) 21918. 

CARIBBEAN 

CLUB MED Windsurfing all levels. Featuring 
free Tiga equipment/instruction. St. Lucia, 
Dominican Republic, Martinique, Guade¬ 
loupe. Mention this ad for rebates. Call the 
experts (303) 773-8847, (800) 521-5619. 


MEXICO 

CLUB MED Windsurfing all levels. Featuring 
free Tiga equipment/instruction. Cancun, 
Ixtapa, Sonora Bay. Mention this ad for re¬ 
bates. Call the experts (303) 773-8847, (800) 
521-5619. 

U.S. VIRGIN ISLANDS 
CARIBBEAN BOARDSAILING PO Box 

7021, St. Thomas, USVI 00801, (809) 776- 
3486 or 776-1730. Mistral Certified School at 
Mornmgstar Beach. Complete retail shop at 
Ramada Yacht Haven Hotel Marina. Hourly- 
daily-weekly rentals. Mistral, Fanatic, HiFly. 
Boardsailmg hotel and charter yacht pack¬ 
ages available 

VIRGIN SURF & SAIL Virgin Islands' 
complete sailboard, surf, sportswear shop. 
Mistral, F2, SeaTrend, O’Brien, HiFly, Wood¬ 
winds and all accessories. Certified Mistral 
boardsailing School at Chenay Bay Beach 
Resort; daily and weekly rates on cottages and 
boards. Rentals- Entire Mistral and F2 line, 
custom equipment, Ampro masts. PO Box 
3793, Christiansted, St. Croix, USVI 00820. 
(809) 773-4810. 

SHOP DEALERS 

RESERVE YOUR SPACE NOW for the 

1988 Shops & Schools Directory. Typed copy 
and check must be received 3 months prior to 
cover date. Send $2.00 per word/per issue to: 
WindRider Shops & Schools Directory, PO Box 
2456, Winter Park, FL 32790. 8 issue dates: 
Mar, Apr, May, June, July, Aug, Sept/Oct, Nov/ 
Dec. Questions? Call Jan at (407) 628-4802, 


CLASSIFIED 

Sail Florida Bay from our sandy beach. 
Great launching, great lodging Key Largo 
Style. Bedroom, efficiencies, and apart¬ 
ments available on 3 acres of tropical 
paradise. Call or write for details ROCK 
REEF RESORTS RO. Box 73, M.M. #98, 
Key Largo, FL 33037 305-852-2401 

FLORIDA KEYS. Ocean side house avail¬ 
able for weekly or monthly rental. 3 bed¬ 
room, 2 bath. Call 305-852-4173. 

CAPE HATTERAS, NC. Rustic beach cot¬ 
tage, 1 mile from lighthouse, waterfront 
on Pamlico Sound. Wind surf & more 
from yard. 4 BR, 2 bath. $600/week (919) 
473-1170. 


CLASSIFIED 

ADVERTISING 

Rates: S2.60 per word, 15-word minimum. 
Additional words bold, add $2.00 per line or 
part of line All bold type, add 20% premium. 
Background screen, add 25% premium. Photos 
may be used with regular classified. Add $40 
per column inch — minimum height - 1 in., 
maximum height - 3 in. Photo will be cropped 
for best presentation. 

Please send typewritten copy, or print dearly. 
Check or money order payable to WORLD 
PUBLICATIONS must accompany order. 
Deadline is 1st of 3rd month preceding cover 
date. Copy received after deadline is held for 
next issue. Send ad material and payment to 
CLASSIFIED ADVERTISING. WINDRIDER, 
P.O. BOX 2456, WINTER PARK, FLORIDA 



THE BEST WIND 
IN THE CARIBBEAN 


High Wind 
Center 


THE BEST PACKAGES 
ON THE MARKET 


THE BEST TIME YOU'LL 
EVER HAW WINDSURFING 

Beautifully Situated At The Exciting 
Princess Beach Hotel And Casino 
Host Hotel For The Famous 
Curacao Open 

Strong Sideshore Wind That 
Literally Howls Domi The 
Coastline 

Magnificent 3 To 5 Foot Swells 
Perfect For Jumping Or Riding 

Extensive Line Of New Mistral 
Boards And Sails lb Include The 
Hot New Challenge Flex 

COME SHARE THE FUN 


For reservations and information 
contact the WindRider Travel Desk 


1-800-237-9445 
in Fla 407-647-2170 
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by Eric Sanford 

I t was inevitable. I really don’t know 
why, but I just can’t seem to leave a 
good thing well enough alone. Just 
when I get the hang of something, I 
always have to take it one step 
further, never content just to have fun. 
There’s always something different, 
something more, something better. 

First it was windsurfing. The big 
board kind. I got my first board and rig 
and floundered around on some swamp 
until I could stand on the thing just long 
enough to give myself the illusion that it 
was fun. After a while, I could actually 
turn the darn thing, and before you 
could say “quack tack," I was bored. 

I mean, anybody’s grandmother 
could do this! I wanted a real chal¬ 
lenge. 

Noooo problem, I was assured by 
an addicted associate. You want 
challenge? I’ll show you challenge. 

And before I could say “chop hop," he 
had sold me this eight-foot purple 
rocket that was no more than a glorified 
surfboard with a mast. This, he 
informed me, was "shortboarding," and 
it would provide me with all the chal¬ 
lenge I could ever want. 

Refusing to be intimidated, I 
launched my new frustration machine, 
hopped on, and immediately drove the 
nose four feet under the surface of the 
lake. Huh? Is this what you call a 
“sinker"? 

I wrestled with that board in a two- 
year love/hate relationship that found 
me alternately tossing it off my roof rack 
onto the parking lot and spending long 
evening hours lovingly sanding the 
repair job. At the end of two years (the 
very end), I could pretty much sail the 
thing, and even turn successfully on 
occasion. The process had gone from 
one of eagerness and excitement to 
frustration and hate to fun and addic¬ 
tion to boredom. Again. 

The only thing missing from my total 
commitment to the sport, I decided, 
was numbers on my sails. All the 
groovy guys had them. The real groovy 
guys had homemade numbers fash¬ 
ioned out of electrical tape and only on 
one side of their sails so that they were 
only groovy on port tacks. The super 
groovy guys had “official" numbers that 
were thicker and looked like someone 
other than a drunken blind man had 
pasted them on. And they had them on 
both sides, so they were US 999 from 
both directions. 


But I quickly figured out that the 
only real way I could actually face the 
world with numbers on my sails was if I 
actually raced. At least once, anyway. 

So the next challenge was to find a 
race I could enter without risking total 
and utter failure and humiliation. 
Knowing my ability, or lack thereof, this 
in itself was a formidable challenge. 

But at last I located the “perfect" 
race: the “High Wind Classic.” There 
were no pro or amateur classes and no 
prizes, and, I was assured by the 
organizers, everyone was there just for 
fun, and it would be so much fun that I 
would never have had so much fun 
before in my entire fun life. Fun, fun, 
fun. Wheee! 

So, like yet another sales-pitched 
lemming, I paid my 50 bucks and 
signed up. Okay, when does the fun 
start? “What are your sail numbers?” I 
was asked by the sign-up lady. 

"I don't have any yet," I replied. 

“Well, we have some for sale right 
here for just $2 each. What number do 
you want?" 

“Heck, I don't know. How about US 
# 1111 ?" 

“Uh, I think that's already taken... 

“Well, then, what number can I 
have?" 


“According to my list, US #1 through 
US #347 are already taken. How about 
US #348?" 

“Sure, I guess so... How much will 
that be?" 

"How many sails do you have?" 

“Eight.” 

“Okay, let's see... That will be five 
numbers for both sides of eight sails at 
$2 per number... That will be $160." 

“WHAAAAT???" 

“Oh, it's really a good deal. You 
can keep these numbers on your sails 
for every race this season." 

"Oh, yeah, well I suppose I can... 
Okay, here’s your money." 

I spent the next five hours trying to 
apply the numbers to my sails as they 
lay spread out on the lawn in 25 knots 
of wind. Surprisingly, I only ruined 10 of 
the numbers, as they became stuck 
together before I managed to get them 
near my sails. But finally I was ready 
for my first race. 

Promptly at 9 the next morning, I 
arrived at the beach. There were 
upwards of 150 competitors in this 
double-elimination slalom competition 
and it seemed that, while this was being 
touted as a "fun and friendly" competi¬ 
tion, some of these people were deadly 
serious. In fact, it seemed to me that 
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they all were deadly serious compared 
to me. 

Each racer had rigged a minimum 
of three sails, and several of them 
arrived in large trucks that were jam- 
packed with rigged sails. I counted 
one pile of 11 sails, all with the same 
race number. This was fun? For whom, 
the manufacturers? I found a tiny patch 
of grass several hundred yards from the 
beach and rigged up a couple of my 


“Yeah, it's dying... I was doggin' it... at 
least a 5.0m..." 

Looking out onto the water for the 
first time in several minutes. I was 
shocked. The frothing whitecaps had 
settled into small, rolling swells. The 
sailors in heat number 16 were frantic¬ 
ally attaching new rigs-in the 5.2m 
range-to their boards. I looked down at 
my tiny 4.4m, then out at the rapidly 
dying wind, and freaked out. 


flying through the air, sans board. Had 
I caught a rogue gust and burst to the 
front of the pack? Had I. in another 
astounding feat of sailing virtuosity, 
caught and passed the leaders? Had I, 
in fact, even reached the starting 
line???? Nooooo. 

Just as neat and clean as you 
please, my base had, for the first time in 
its life, popped off my board. Just like 
that. No reason-it just let go. And 



newly-numbered sails. My, but I was 
really a racer-looking kind of guy! 

Soon the heats were posted and I 
prepared to hurry up and wait. I was in 
heat number 17 out of 21, but I ex¬ 
pected things to move along quickly 
since the wind was strong and steady. 

If anything, the wind was building. 

The wind, in fact, was really 
building. I had rigged a 4.9m and 5.4m 
as the day began. By the time heat 
number four was over, I was tearing 
down the 5.4m and rigging a 4.4m. As 
heat number nine started, I was 
replacing the 4.9m with a 3.9m. The 
course was a sea of whitecaps and 
spray and even the good sailors were 
getting hammered on their 4.5m race 
sails. 

By heat number 13 it was full on 
nukin’ and no one dared walk anywhere 
near the rigging area, which was a 
calamity of flying equipment. I eased 
my 8'5' gun rigged with the 4.4m down 
toward the beach. My heat was coming 
up and I was so nervous that I could 
barely walk with my gear, never mind 
sail. Bored? I was petrified! 

I busily fiddled with my equipment 
as heats number 14 and number 15 
ran. Suddenly, my ears perked up as I 
overheard a fragment of conversation. 
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Like a crazed convict, I hurdled 
through the maze of equipment on the 
lawn in a vain attempt to reach and rig 
a large sail before my heat. I had just 
got the sail pulled onto the mast when 
the three-minute sequence flag went 
up. Oh, fine. 

Suddenly it became clear what I 
must do. Cry! I dropped the half- 
rigged sail, again sprinted across the 
cluster of apparatus, grabbed my 
board, threw it into the water, and 
jumped on. I made it exactly three feet 
before it plowed to a stop and sank. 

With me aboard. 

I screamed and swore and bal¬ 
anced and pumped my way out toward 
the course as the wind continued to die. 
Out past the starting boat I made a 
feeble jibe and began pumping my sail 
furiously to catch up with my heat- 
mates, who were on their way to the 
start. 

And I had almost caught the slowest 
guy when I heard the starting gun go 
off. I, of course, was still several 
hundred feet in back of the starting line 
when this occurred and the “slow" guy 
suddenly picked up a gust from who 
knows where and left me in the dust. 

So there 1 1 was, pumping, pumping, 
pumping... Then, suddenly, there I was, 


there I was. Mr. Joe Cool, Mr. Race 
Numbers, swimming through the start 
as the race committee sat in the 
starting boat just a few feet away, 
looking at me with those “What a 
squid!” looks. 

I finally reached my sinking rig just 
as my heat-mates were finishing the 
race. By that time I had drifted far away 
from the course and no one was paying 
any attention to me. After a while, I got 
the base reattached and finally man¬ 
aged to get to shore in the still-drop- 
ping wind. I sneaked back to my van, 
flung all my gear into the back, put on 
some dry clothes, and wandered back 
to the beach. 

“Hey, geek, I thought I saw you out 
there racing? What happened?” 

“Who me? Naw, you must have 
seen someone else. I wouldn't waste 
my time in a ‘just-for-fun’ race like this. 
I'm waiting for the Pro-Am." Sure I am. 
Assuming, of course, that they are still 
holding it in 1995. • 


Eric Sanford was born just below the surface 
of the ocean somewhere between Aruba and 
the Gorge. After failing at every sport he 
tried, he now just writes about them. Rumor 
is that he still aspires to be on the windsurf¬ 
ing pro circuit. We wish him luck. 

JAi 


Illustration by Rick Martin 
























Technology, performance and reliability are the design objectives of the Ace Tec program, 
the new manufacturing process from Bic Sport. With Ace Tec, Bic Sport 

has produced boards that are lighter, stiffer and faster. | 

The new Metal Rock, designed by World Cup Champion Stephan Van Den Berg, 
offers you this perfect combination of speed and reliability. 

With the Metal Rock, the fun of sailing a slalom board is no longer reserved for the elite. 



METAL ROCK. 

THE GIANT 
SLALOM BOARD 


Too often the weak point of a 
slalom board is its lack of 
maneuverability. 

With the Metal Rock, Stephan 


Van Den Berg has overcome 
a major obstacle: design a 
maneuverable and easy to 
handle slalom board without 
losing low end speed and 
acceleration. The Metal 
Rock’s subtle rocker pattern, 


curvey planform and quadro 
concave bottom produce an 
ideal combination of 
performance qualities: 


unequalled speed and radical 
jibing ability. Artfully 
calculated volume distribution 
permits even those without 
waterstart experience to enjoy 
the Metal Rock. 


Length: 3,05 m (10'). 

Width: 0,64 m (25'). 
Volume: 1391. 

Weight': 10,5 kg (23 lbs). 
Mastfoot Mastbox system. 
Skeg: cutout. 

Footstraps: 6 neoprene 
adjustable. 

Scoop: 0,24 m (9"). 

Shape: quadro concave. 


Bic Sport U^A 1020 
Sherman Avenue 
Hamden, CT 06514 
(203)281-7877. 



Sport 


Bic Sport Canada 
78 Steelcase Road West 
Markham/Ontario L3R1B2 
(416)475-5900. 
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Hull with inserts and mast track, without skeg. footstraps and mastfooL 














































































